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February 2017 

  

Winter Fest on February 5Winter Fest on February 5Winter Fest on February 5Winter Fest on February 5    
This year’s Winter Fest is scheduled to begin at Noon til1:30 pm on 
Sunday, February 5.  
 
All are welcome to join in this celebration of winter. Come in from the 
cold and make some crafts, play games, sing songs and have a bite to 
eat. There is no fee for this event, but please sign up in the church par-
lor so that we can have adequate supplies. 

    

    

    

    

    

    

February ScheduleFebruary ScheduleFebruary ScheduleFebruary Schedule    

    
 

 February 5  9:00 am – Choir led service 
   Joyful Juniors and Senior Choir singing 
   10:45 am – Praise band led service 
   Youth Choir singing 
 
 February 12  9:00 am – Choir led service 
   Senior Choir singing 
   10:45 am – Praise band led service 
 
 February 19  9:00 am – Choir led service 
   Handbell Choir playing 
   Blessing of Home Communion   
   10:45 am – Praise band led service 
 
 February 26  9:00 am Choir led service 
   Senior Choir singing 
   10:45 am – Praise band led service 
 

  
Pastor Amy Gillespie presiding at all services 

Holy Communion will be served at all services 
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Hello Holy Trinity church and community,Hello Holy Trinity church and community,Hello Holy Trinity church and community,Hello Holy Trinity church and community,    
 
We are well into the new year now, and it feels a little like the in 
between time in the church year, because it is just that. The 
weeks between Epiphany and Ash Wednesday move us back into 
“ordinary time”  - the first cycle of ordinary time of this year. It 
may seem like there is little that is extraordinary after the big 
holidays of Christmas and New Years, 
but that is why this season is marked 
with the color green, for growth. There 
is much growth that is possible in our 
day to day lives and God is very much 
present with us when we are simply 
going about our business. 
 
I’m reminded of a priest from Taize, 
France that came to speak on internship 
with my congregation; he said some-
thing like, God is with you when you’re 
sweeping, when you’re doing the dish-
es, picking up your kids, driving to doc-
tor’s appointments or the grocery store. 
All the hum drum things that make up 
the bulk of our lives, God is in those 
moments with you, always walking with 
you.   
 
While I’ve been contemplating what the 
different seasons of the church year 
bring, I’ve been reading a book called 
The Circle of Seasons: Meeting God in the Church Year by Kimberlee 
Conway Ireton. It is helping me apply this idea of the church year 
to our everyday lives, to see and be mindful of the beauty em-
bedded in each season as a gift from God. 
 
In mid January, I was out of the office for a week and some of 

you know that I preached for my friend’s ordination. She is in 
her late 20’s and asked me, a first call pastor just shy of a year in 
this call, to preach  at her ordination. This was an extraordinary 
honor and a terrifying prospect, considering I would be preach-
ing in front of her new bishop, family and friends. There was 
never really a lesson on preaching an ordination at my seminary, 
so I wasn’t sure how to approach this challenge. Despite my 

fears, it went very well and I can hold 
onto that experience as a very special 
moment; a privilege to lift up my friend 
as she ventured out into her first call. The 
Holy Spirit was present and with me in 
that moment, coaxing me to trust in the 
Lord and speak from the heart. 
 
We don’t always know when God will 
call us to do something out of our com-
fort zone, something that scares us but 
also brings us to life. This year will be 
another year of learning; learning to trust 
God and one another as we discern where 
God is calling us as a church, asking: what 
paths are beckoning us? Who will we 
serve with and alongside? Where will 
God be revealed to us in extraordinary 
ways and in everyday life? We can learn 
so much when we stop and listen for 
God. I know for me, that can be almost 
impossible through the noise and the lists 
and the doubts that cloud my head. In the 

midst of the business of life, God is with us, calling us to listen 
and tune our hearts to God’s will for our lives. Praise be to God 
who gives us life abundant! 
 
    With open ears,   
    Pastor Amy 

A Message from our PastorA Message from our PastorA Message from our PastorA Message from our Pastor    
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Confirmation  
Ministries 

What’s What’s What’s What’s 

New?New?New?New?    

Confirmation CornerConfirmation CornerConfirmation CornerConfirmation Corner    
 

Confirmation time has been a joy and a privilege to 
learn and grow with these 7th and 8th graders. We’ve 
been working our way through The Life of Jesus workbook 
by Faith Inkubators and will continue with the next four 
lessons that round out the story of Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection. The confirmands are looking forward to 
hosting a Fellowship Coffee hour that we will schedule 
shortly! They’re also looking forward to a representa-
tive from Camp Lutherdale to come Feb. 5th to church 
and talk about all the great events and camps available 
at Lutherdale! 
 

This week as we talked about Jesus’ grace and welcome to us, I asked them to think of ways that this church 
could be more welcoming to people. I will post their ideas on the bulletin board in the parlor area and here: 
-Food (a popular idea)   -Decorations  -Activities for the whole church 
-Having more coffee hours  -Super Seniors greeting!  -Music 
-Put out a sign that says, “You are not alone, God is with you” 
 
What other ideas might you have for being a welcoming church? We’re also very open to having people from 
the congregation come to hang out and talk about their faith with the confirmands!  Feel free to email me any 
ideas at holytrinitypastora@sbcglobal.net        

         Pastor Amy  
  

Peace Circle UpdatePeace Circle UpdatePeace Circle UpdatePeace Circle Update    
The first meeting of 2017 for Peace Circle will be on Tuesday March 7th.  All wom-
en of Holy Trinity are invited to join us at 12:30 p.m. at Casey’s restaurant, which 
is located at 415 E. North Avenue in Lombard.    Please call Jan Christiansen at 630 
788-9509 or Marilyn Hill at 630 629-9407 by Sunday March 5th so we can confirm 
the correct number for the reservation.   

Women’s Ministries 
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The first week in January we talked about “New Year’s resolutions” and 
decided that rather than make goals that no one will keep, we would in-
stead come up with some phrases and words that would be our mantras 
for the year. Some suggestions were: “stay positive”, “focus on what mat-
ters”, “don’t compare your life to others”, “take control”, “have faith”, 
“forgive”, “be patient” and “I am enough”.  If you see some of the youth, 
feel free to ask them what they decided to focus on.  
Also in January, we continued on our quest to learn more about Jesus so 
that we can strengthen our relationship with Him. We are finding that we 
can learn so much by reading the Word of God and have agreed to com-
mit more time to this as a group in 2017.  
Finally, we spent some time with the parents of the group making some 
plans for some fun activities and fundraisers for the year and talked a bit 
more about our summer mission trip. One fundraiser begins in this Mes-
senger newsletter. The Take Stock in Our Youth Program is in its third 
year and has been very successful in the past. Be sure to read the letter 
included in this newsletter for details on the program, how you can be 
involved and how you can be assured of a ticket  to this year’s 
“Stockholders Dinner” to hear all about the 2017 trip.  
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND PLAN TO ATTEND 
We are also in the midst of planning the 2017 Variety Show.  It is scheduled for Saturday, March 11 at 5 pm.  Mark your 
calendar now and plan to attend, or better yet, sign up now to share your talents with others and be a part of this year’s 
show. It is going to be great!! 
 
Do you know the story behind these pictures?? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your answer to the above question is no, then you didn’t attend the “Stockholders Dinner hosted by the youth in Septem-

ber of 2016. These pictures and many more, were shared at the dinner along with the Youth’s stories and appreciation ex-

pressed to those stockholders who attended. Plan to purchase “Stock in our Youth” and to attend the dinner next year.  

Don’t miss out on seeing the pictures and hearing details of the Wyoming experience. See the details on the separate letter 

in this Messenger.  

 

Thank you ALL for your generous and continual support of Concrete!!Thank you ALL for your generous and continual support of Concrete!!Thank you ALL for your generous and continual support of Concrete!!Thank you ALL for your generous and continual support of Concrete!!    

Youth Ministries 

Concrete Concrete Concrete Concrete 

NewsNewsNewsNews    
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Take Stock in Our Youth 

This summer Holy Trinity’s Youth Group, Concrete, will be participating in a mission trip through the YouthWorks Or-
ganization to the Wind River Reservation in Wyoming.  The youth will leave Lombard on Friday, June23 and return on 
Sunday, July 2.  During the week, the youth will work together with other youth and leaders on the mission site to serve 
the community in various ways.  There will also be time during the week to learn more about the culture of the area in 
addition to developing their faith through devotion time and worship.  Watch for information coming later this Spring 
regarding the Worship Service during which the Youth with share their mission trip experience. 
 
In order to participate in this trip, each youth is responsible for paying $339 to cover the costs of the time spent on the 
mission site. Additionally, the group will need to fundraise more than $6,000 to cover the costs of travel, including the 
rental of vans, gasoline and food while we are in route. 
 
We are reaching out to you because we need your help to make this experience possible for HTLC’s youth! Please consider 
“Taking Stock” in HTLC’s youth by buying at least one share of stock to support this faith building trip. Shares are just $25 
each. Your dividend, for each $25 share, will include a ticket to the Stockholder’s Meeting and Dinner; a thank‐you meal 
served by trip participants to be held early in the Fall of 2017. (Children under 12 may attend the dinner for free.)  This 
event is not just a dinner, but a chance to see pictures from the trip and to hear many stories about the Youths’ experience. 
 
By purchasing stock, you’re not just supporting a trip; you’re supporting the faith formation of the young people of this 
congregation who will grow in their Christian faith during the week of service, worship, Bible study, prayer and discussion. 
They will return to share God’s love within the HTLC community and beyond!   
 
If you are interested in purchasing stock in HTLC youth, you may fill out the form below and return it to Holy Trinity to 
the attention of Julie Sprague marked “Youth Stock”. Checks should be made payable to Holy Trinity.   In return, we will 
send you an acknowledgement and more information on the Stockholder’s Meeting and Dinner.   
    
      Thank you so much for your support,  
      Concrete 

Share Holder Information: 
 

 # of Shares_________________________________ Payment  Amount:__________________________ 

 

# of Dinner Tickets Needed______________________________________________________________ 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone or E-mail address _________________________________________________________________ 
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What’s Going on in Sunday JAM?What’s Going on in Sunday JAM?What’s Going on in Sunday JAM?What’s Going on in Sunday JAM?    
 
We are all finally settling into our schedule after the Christmas break and 
are looking forward to learning more about where God is in our lives and 
how He comes to us. We will be starting a new, more global service pro-
ject very soon so please look for more details on this to follow.  
 
Some of our Sunday JAM children have started their instruction on Com-
munion. Thanks to Randy Patterson for being their guide through this pro-
cess. Please keep the following children in your prayers as they journey 
through this learning and faith process:  Izzy Colburn, Mia Fiorini, Johnny and Tommy Gill, Jasmine Jensen,  Max McDer-
mott and Aubree Waca. Their First Holy Communion will be celebrated on March 5. 
 

A special shout out to our faithful Sunday JAM leaders:  LaVonne Barreda, Julie DeLeon and Bernie Pawlowski, who are at 

HTLC every Sunday sharing God’s love and grace with the children of this church family. It is my honor to work with each 

of them. They are appreciated!! 

In December we finished up our service project for 1st Things 1st. After counting up all of the JAM offerings starting from 
the beginning of the year, we had $73.  This money was used to purchase all of the items in the picture below. The chil-

dren really loved seeing all of the items that their money purchased and picturing how many children that could help. 

These items were combined with the items donated by the congregation and all were taken to 1st Things 1st the week be-

fore Christmas. Yay God!! 

 

         Julie Sprague 

Children’s Ministries 

JAM NewsJAM NewsJAM NewsJAM News    

Vacation Bible School 2017Vacation Bible School 2017Vacation Bible School 2017Vacation Bible School 2017 
 
Mark your calendars now. VBS 2017 will be held June 12-16 from 

9 am – noon.  

This summer’s VBS will be called “Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from 

Prison to Palace”.  

Plan now for your children to attend this great week in an Egyp-

tian Marketplace making crafts, playing games and hearing stories 

from the Bible. It is going to be a fun filled week! 

Children’s Ministries 

Mark your Mark your Mark your Mark your 

Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!Calendar!    
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Laura Schweppe 2/01 
Megan Arnold 2/02 
Jeff Nolen 2.02 
Hugh Claycombe 2/03 
Adelaide Hubbard 2/03 
Julie Patterson 2/05 
Richard Rohde 2/05 
Lorraine Erickson 2/06 
Tony Ciamarra 2/07 

Alison Janik 2/07 
Kristen Barreda 2/08 
Mindy Beery 2/10 
Kimberly Barreda 2/12 
Julia Bergmann 2/14 
Helen Jacob 2/15 
James Springer 2/15 
John Adam 2/17 
Malcolm Erickson 2/19 

Charlie Smrz 2/21 
Matthew Pawlowski 2/22 
Patrick Pawlowski 2/22 
Naila Kudla 2/23 
Steven Bejlovec 2/24 
Glenda Krisik 2/24 
Aidan McNamara 2/24 
Sophie Barnett 2/25 
Bonnie Lifka 2/25 

        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
From its beginnings as The Concordia Club in 1921, Beta Sigma Psi was chartered in 1925 as an fraternity 
dedicated to serving the Lutheran Community.  Our membership is made up of Lutherans from congrega-
tions across the United States, dedicated to the values of Spiritual Growth, Scholastic Achievement and So-
cial Responsibility. With that mission in mind, many of our chapters offer Scholarships to High School Sen-
iors who will be attending college upon graduation. 
 
These Scholarships are a way of giving back to the Lutheran church and supporting her youth. Young men 
who wish to apply are under no obligation to join Beta Sigma Psi or be related to a member for considera-
tion. Applicants may apply for multiple awards if they are still deciding which school they plan to attend. 
For further information and links to Scholarship Applications go to http://wp.betasigmapsi.org/
scholarships-grants/high-school-scholarships/  
 
You can also contact Adam Rusch, Grants Director for the Beta Sigma Psi Educational Foundation 
at grants@betasigmapsi.org 
 
Tilo Lamken is currently a member of the Beta Sigma Psi Fraternity at the University of Illinois. He is also a 
recipient of a scholarship from them. He speaks highly of the organization and would recommend that any-
one who is interested in one of the Universities which have affiliation with Beta Sigma Psi, apply for a schol-
arship.  
  

Congregation Life 

Scholarship Scholarship Scholarship Scholarship 

Fund InfoFund InfoFund InfoFund Info    

February BirthdaysFebruary BirthdaysFebruary BirthdaysFebruary Birthdays    
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I read with great interest several wonderful articles in From Seeds For the Parish and would like to share them with 
you.   

    

Celebrate International Women’s DayCelebrate International Women’s DayCelebrate International Women’s DayCelebrate International Women’s Day    
 
Every year on March 8, people around the world commemorate International Women’s Day, a day dedicated 
to celebrating women’s achievements throughout history and across nations, according to Seeds for the 
Parish’sWinter 2017 edition.  On this day, members of the ELCA celebrate by supporting and lifting up the 
International Women Leaders initiative—one of the 10 priorities of Always Being Made New:  The Campaign for the 
ELCA.     
 
Launched in 2014, the International Women’s Initiative grows out of the ELCA’s well-established International 

Leaders program to provide opportunities specifically for women from our global 
companion churches.   With a  goal of raising $4 million by January 31, 2019, the 
initiative seeks to provide education and training opportunities, including scholar-
ships to ELCA institutions, for more than 200 women. 
 
Our congregation can get involved in celebrating International Women’s Day by 
either gathering a special offering or participating in a worship service...Other sug-
gestions, a Women’s Day tool kit and other materials, including bulletin insert, 
video posters and more at ELCA.org/Reseources/Campaign-for-the-ELCA under 

the “Annual Themes” tab.     

 

 

Women’s Ministries 

From Seeds From Seeds From Seeds From Seeds 

for thefor thefor thefor the    

ParishParishParishParish    

    

Gather Magazine Observes the ReformationGather Magazine Observes the ReformationGather Magazine Observes the ReformationGather Magazine Observes the Reformation    
 

As the ELCA observes the 500th Anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation in 2017, Gather magazine is offering Bible studies that 
enlighten and illuminate reformation and transformation. 

Gather, the magazine of Women of the ELCA, offers a mix of articles, 
theological reflections, devotions, and stories of comfort and challenge 
that help readers grow in faith and engage in ministry and action.    

Go to Gathermagazine.org to subscribe! 

 

     Blessings! 

     Lucy Pacific 



  The Messenger — February 2017            Page 9 

 

 

From our Treasurer: 

Please refer to the weekly bulletin for updates on our finan-

cial status.   

    Sue Pawlowski 
    Treasurer 

GENERAL FUND OFFERINGS & EXPENSES   

  
For month of 
December 2016 For month of December 2016 

      

  Budget Actual Variance 

Offerings  $      23,786.92   $        35,290.81   $    11,503.89  

Expenses  $   (23,786.92)  $      (24,242.16)  $          455.24  
Surplus/
Deficit  $                     -     $        11,048.65   $    11,048.65  

      

   Year-to-Date     

Offerings  $   285,433.11   $      266,697.92   $  (18,735.19) 

Expenses  $ (285,433.11)  $    (265,948.88)  $  (19,484.23) 
Surplus/
Deficit  $                     -     $              749.04   $          749.04  

      

Benevolence Giving    

   December Offering   $          535.00  

   Year-to-Date Benevolence   $      7,323.00  

Sign Up for Automatic Contributions Using Simply GivingSign Up for Automatic Contributions Using Simply GivingSign Up for Automatic Contributions Using Simply GivingSign Up for Automatic Contributions Using Simply Giving    
 
Please contact Kim in the church office to get information regarding Simply 
Giving. 

 

Congregation 
Life 

SPACE AVAILABLE!SPACE AVAILABLE!SPACE AVAILABLE!SPACE AVAILABLE!    
 

Share a story of blessings received with your church family! 

Submit to Lucy @ lucyp8515@gmail.com to be included in  the next     

Messenger! 

Congregation 
Life 
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Losing library friends is hard.  This January, the library lost 
another dedicated volunteer, Helen Jacobs. This past Novem-
ber we bid farewell to Elaine Wallinder, who died at the age of 
95. (See December 2016 Messenger.) Helen became a library vol-
unteer several years after the library opened.  The library has been 
serving Holy Trinity for 21 years!  Helen wore many hats: advi-
sor, book discussion leader, go-to-person for many projects. But 
Helen’s storytelling skills shone in the library’s childrens’ story 
time sessions.  Thank you, Helen. 
 
Want to be a library volunteer?  Find out where you fit on 
the library team.  See Sandy Matalis in the library between ser-
vices or call her at 630-627-6616. 
 
How are your New Year’s resolutions going?  Was one of 
them to make your life less hectic?  Do you feel you are giving too 
little time to the Lord?  Perhaps, the book Crazy Busy by Kevin 
DeYoung will help you.  Writes DeYoung, “It’s not wrong to be 
tired. It’s not wrong to feel overwhelmed.  It’s not wrong to go  
through seasons of chaos.  What is wrong – and heartbeakingly 
foolish and wonderfully avoidable – is to live a life with more cra-
ziness than we want because we have less Jesus than we need.” 
 

Did you miss the stewardship ministry book discussion 
in 2016?  Don’t miss reading the book Ask, Thank, Tell by 
Charles R. Lane. Jeane Herring gave an overview of the book in 
the November 2016 Messenger.  Thanks to the Stewardship team 
for donating the book to the library. 
 
New fiction.  Check out Beverly Lewis’ The Fiddler, part of 
her Home to Hickory Hollow series.  Lewis writes about Amish 
communities. 
 
The children’s book 
Let There Be Light was 
written by South African 
Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu. His text expresses 
the glory and delight of 
God’s creation.  The ten-
der and explosive illustra-
tions are done by Nancy 
Tilllman. 
 
     
   Blessings!  Sandy Matalis 

Library MinistriesLibrary MinistriesLibrary MinistriesLibrary Ministries————Check This Out!Check This Out!Check This Out!Check This Out!    

In 2014, it was suggested that the more experienced (NOT OLD) 
members of Holy Trinity deserved some identity---hence, the SUPER 
SENIORS became a reality. Their motto - - "Grandmas and Grandpas 
on a mission to make our world better one hug or handshake (or 
both) at a time." We did not have greeters at that time and who could 
do the job better than our SUPER SENIORS.   You do not join this 
group, you just become part of it when you celebrate your 70th birth-
day and remain a valued part of it 'til you're 100, or more! 
 
You are greeted and welcomed every Sunday morning at the parking lot door. How much better could a day 
begin?    
 
Thank you Lord, for these wonderful people who provide us with their personal sunshine every Sunday morning. 
 
        Lotsa Hugs! 
        Shirley and Bill Polen 

Super Super Super Super     

SeniorsSeniorsSeniorsSeniors    

News!News!News!News!    
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Worship at Holy TrinityWorship at Holy TrinityWorship at Holy TrinityWorship at Holy Trinity    
 

9:00 am Choir Led Worship 
• Holy communion is celebrated weekly, and the nursery is open 
for family use, supervision is available. 

9:00 am Sunday Jam (Jesus and Me) 
(begins with children in worship) 
• Developmentally appropriate and fun faith learning for3 year-
olds through fifth grade. 

10:00 am Coffee and Fellowship  
• Located in the main floor lounge; enjoy refreshments, nourish-
ment and conversation with friends, both old and new. Come 
join in the fellowship and get to know your neighbors! Sign up 
on the calendar in the lounge to host Coffee and Fellowship. 

10:45 am Praise Band Led Worship 
• Holy Communion is celebrated weekly, the nursey is open for 
family use, but there is no supervision during this service. 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Lord’s Day at both worship 
services. All who are part of the church of Christ, regardless of 
the denomination of their home congregation, are welcome to the 
Lord’s Table. No questions asked, come and share in the Lord. 

The Church office is open at the following times:   
Monday-Wednesday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm  

8:00 am to 1:00 pm on Thursday 
9:00 am to 12:00 pm on Friday 

 
To be added to the Messenger e-mail list, or for any 

questions about anything in this  
Messenger, send an e-mail to:  

holytrinity1@sbcglobal.net 

Amy Gillespie  PASTOR 
  holytrinitypastora@sbcglobal.net 
Kim Kudla   OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR   
  holytrinity1@sbcglobal.net 
Julie Sprague  CHILDREN/YOUTH MINISTRIES 
  holytrinitysprague@sbcglobal.net 
Pat Barnett  ADULT MUSIC LEADER 
  pbarnett@maine207.org 
Karen Colburn  CHILDREN’S CHOIR DIRECTOR 
  holytrinitycolburn@sbcglobal.net 
Stephen Meers  PRAISE AND CELEBRATION GUITARIST 
  holytrinitymeers@sbcglobal.net 
Roger Griffith   CUSTODIAN 
  holytrinityroger@sbcglobal.net 
Pastor Kevin Jacobson  MISSIONARY, Surinam 

 
Serve as an usher at worship - contact Jim Roos 

Serve as a greeter before worship - contact Shirley Polen 
Serve as a lector at worship - contact Pam Horne 

Serve as an assistant minister at worship - contact Judy Nyberg 
Be a music leader (instrumentalist or vocalist) at contemporary worship - contact Pat Barnett 

Become an Adult Choir or Bell Choir member - contact Pat Barnett 
Help with the Nursery on Sunday mornings - contact Stella Roth 

Serve as part of the Altar Guild - contact Gwen Marchese 
Run contemporary worship projection - contact Pat Barnett 

Join the Prayer Blanket Ministry team - contact Lola Claycombe 
Help the Property Committee maintain the congregation’s building and grounds - contact Paul Pietrantoni 

 


