Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

28 January 2024

Prelude

Call to Worship Bells & Words of Welcome

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior
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1 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav -1or, Source of life and
2 As You, Lord, have lived for oth - ers, So may we for
3 Come, O Christ, and reign a - mong us, King of Ilove and
4 Son of God, e - ter - nal Sav - 1or, Source of life and
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truth  and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
oth - ers live. Free - ly have Your gifts been grant - ed;
Prince of Peace; Hush the storm of strife and  pas - sion,
truth  and grace, Word made flesh, whose birth a - mong us
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Hal-lows all our hu - man race, You our Head, who, throned in
Free-ly may Your ser - vants give. Yours the gold and Yours the
Bid its cru-el dis - cords cease. By  Your pa - tient years of
Hal-lows all our hu - man race: By  Your pray-ing, by Your
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glo -ry, For Your own will ev - er plead: Fill us with Your
sil - ver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; We but stew-ards
toil - ing, By Your si - lent hours of pain, Quench our fe - vered
will - ing  That Your peo - ple should be one, Grant, O grant our
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love and pit - y, Heal our wrongs, and help our need.
of Your boun - ty Held in sol - emn trust will be.
thirst of plea - sure, Stem our self - ish greed of  gain.
hope’s fru - 1 - tion: Here on earth Your will be done.

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855-1932, alt.
Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . . Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam
Text and tune: Public domain



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P)

P)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our
frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in
all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.



Hymn: 761 Rock of Ages
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1 Rock of A -ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee;
2 Not the la-bors of my hands Can  ful - fill Thy Law’s de-mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; Sim - ply to Thy cross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, When mine eye - lids close in death,
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Let the wa-ter and the blood, From Thy riv - en side which flowed,
Could my zeal no res - pite know, Could my tears for - ev - er flow,
Na - ked, come to Thee for dress; Help-less, look to Thee for grace;
When 1 soar to worlds un-known, See Thee on Thy judg-ment throne,
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Be of sin the dou-ble cure: Cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
All for sin could not a-tone; Thou must save, and Thou a - lone.
Foul, I to the foun-tain fly; Wash me, Sav-ior, or I die.
Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, Let me hide my - self in Thee.
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20

15*The Lorbp your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you,
from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— %just as you desired of the
LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not
hear again the voice of the LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest |
die.” ’And the LorD said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 8| will
raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And | will put my
words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that | command him. **And
whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, | myself will
require it of him. 2°But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name
that | have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other
gods, that same prophet shall die.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 8:1-13
1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. If anyone imagines that he knows
something, he does not yet know as he ought to know. *But if anyone loves God,
he is known by God.



“Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has
no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” °For although there may
be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and
many “lords”— ®yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things
and through whom we exist.

"However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former
association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience,
being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if
we do not eat, and no better off if we do. °But take care that this right of yours
does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. °For if anyone sees
you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if
his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? *And so by your knowledge
this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. *2Thus, sinning
against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin
against Christ. *Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, | will never eat
meat, lest | make my brother stumble.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem (11:00) “Come Behold the Wondrous Mystery” Praise Singers

Holy Gospel Mark 1:21-28

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered
the synagogue and was teaching. ??And they were astonished at his teaching, for
he taught them as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 2And
immediately there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he
cried out, 2*“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to
destroy us? | know who you are—the Holy One of God.” *But Jesus rebuked
him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 2And the unclean spirit, convulsing
him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 2’And they were all
amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A
new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they
obey him.” 2And at once his fame spread everywhere throughout all the
surrounding region of Galilee.

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.



Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -I- everlasting. Amen.

583 God Has Spoken by His Prophets
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1 God has spo-ken by His proph-ets, Spo - ken His un - chang - ing Word;
2 God has spo-ken by Christ Je - sus, Christ, the ev-er - last - ing Son,

3 God is speak-ing by His Spir - it, Speak-ing to our hearts a - gain,
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Each from age to

Bright-ness

In
P

of the

age pro-claim-ing God, the one, the righ-teous Lord.

Fa-ther’s glo - ry, With the Fa - ther ev - er
the age-less Word de - clar - ing His own mes-sage, now as

one;
then.
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theworld’s de-spair and tur-moil, One firm an - chor holds us fast:

Spo

ken by

the Word In - car-nate, God of God, be - fore time was;

Through the rise and fall

of na-tions One sure faith yet stand-ing fast;
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God is king, His throne e - ter - nal; God the first, and God the last.
Light of Light, to earth de-scend-ing, He re-veals our God to us.
God a-bides, His Word un-chang-ing; God the first, and God the last.



Text: George W. Briggs, 1875-1959, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006134

Tune: Public domain

Sermon “Remember God’s Prophet” Deuteronomy 18:15-20

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness
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1 Praise the One who breaks the dark - ness With a lib - er -
2 Praise the One who blessed the chil - dren With a strong, yet
3 Let us praise the Word In -car - nate, Christ, who suf - fered
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at - ing  light; Praise the One who frees the pris - ’ners,
gen-tle, word; Praise the One who droveout de - mons
in our place. Je - sus died and rose vic - to - rious
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Turn-ing blind-ness in - to sight. Praise the One who preached the
With the pierc -ing, two-edged sword. Praise the One who brings cool
That we may know God by grace. Let us sing for joy and
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Gos - pel, Heal-ing ev - ’ry  dread dis - ease, Calm-ing
wa - ter To the des - ert’s burn-ing sand; From this
glad - ness, See - ing what our God has done; Let us
f) . .
#nlb z J il | | | i |
\;)v 7 ‘j - » o - = - » O
storms, and feed-ing thou-sands With  the ver - y Bread of peace.

ev - ty land.
one.

Quench-ing thirst in
Praise the One who makes us

Well
praise

Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955

Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006134
Tune: Public domain

comes liv - ing wa - ter,
the true Re - deem - er,

Commissioning of the Costa Rica Mission Team

Parish Announcements and Presentation of the Offering

Prayer of the Church



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

Amen.
814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul
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1 O bless the Lord, my soul! Let all with - in me  join
2 O bless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mer - cies lie
3 'Tis He for - gives thy sins; ’Tis He re - lieves thy pain;
4 Hecrownsthy life with love  When ran - somed from the grave;
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And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose fa - vors are di - vine.
For-got-ten in  un-thank-ful - ness And with-out prais-es die!

Tis He that heals thy sick-ness - es And makesthee young a - gain.
He that re-deemed my soul from hell Hath sov - ’reign pow’r to  save.

5 Hefills the poor with good;
He gives the suffrers rest.
The Lord hath judgments for the proud
And justice for th'oppressed.

6 His wondrous works and ways
He made by Moses known,
But sent the world His truth and grace
By His beloved Son.

Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-76
Text and tune: Public domain
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