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The Gospel According to Moses – Rejected, Rebuked, Renewed – Exodus 5-6 

 
Moses and Aaron return to Egypt and meet with the leaders of the Israelites. They worship together as 
they celebrate the Lord’s promise to lead them out of Egypt into their own land.  But if anyone thought 
this would be easy, they were mistaken.  Things are about to get much worse for the people of Israel, 
and for Moses and Aaron.  God will allow his people to suffer, he will cause Moses to question the 
mission and even put himself in a position of weakness.  But out of that weakness comes renewal as 
God rolls up his sleeves and gets to work.   
 
Rejected – Exodus 5:1-9 

 
Moses came to Pharaoh with a simple request, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘Let my people 
go, that they may hold a feast to me in the wilderness.”  Egyptian work records show that there were 
festival days each year and workers were allowed to make sacrifices.  Moses and Aaron come to 
Pharaoh to request a time for the Israelites to offer sacrifices to the LORD.  Pharaoh refuses outright.  He 
does not know “Yahweh” and he is not going to let the people go.  Even Moses and Aaron’s personal 
pleading does no good.  The people will not be released from work and their work will become more 
difficult.  The Egyptian overseers will no longer provide the straw that was necessary for the bricks being 
produced by the Israelites.  The slaves will have to work harder to produce the same number of bricks in 
the same amount of time.   
 
Pharaoh shows himself to be a tyrant.  He wrestles the initiative away from Moses, making him look 
utterly inept.  Then he stamps out resistance by utterly exploiting the energy of the slaves.  This is how 
totalitarianism works.   
 
Rebuked – Exodus 5:9-21 

 
The cruelty of Pharaoh continues as the new edict is given to the people.  Straw will not be collected for 
the people, the quota will not be reduced and failure to achieve the quota will be taken out on the 
foremen of the people of Israel, who were themselves Israelites.  Nazi concentration camps used similar 
tactics. 
 
Pharaoh succeeds in an unstated goal – divide and conquer.  The unity between the Israelites and Moses 
is severed.  The foremen of the people complain to Pharaoh about their work conditions and when the 
Egyptian leader refuses to relent, the Israelites turn on Moses and Aaron.  “The Lord look on you and 
judge, because you have made us stink in the sight of Pharaoh and his servants, and have put a sword 
in their hand to kill us.” (Exodus 5:21) 
 
There is no such thing as an untested faith.  In the parable of the Sower, some of the seed falls on the 
rocky ground and has no root.  When trouble or persecution comes the good news that was once 
received with joy is forgotten (Mark 4:16-17).  Such is the case with the people of Israel and to some 
degree with Moses as well.  They want a quick end to their slavery, but their faith in God will be tested.   
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As it was with them, so it is with us.  The New Testament writers are abundantly clear about the testing 
that will come. 
 

 1 Thessalonians 3:13-14    13 And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you 
received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but 
as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers. 14 For you, 
brothers, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea. For you 
suffered the same things from your own countrymen as they did from the Jews, 

 

 1 Peter 4:12-13  12 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test 
you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice insofar as you share 
Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 
 

 James 1:2-4  2 Count it all joy, my brothers when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know 
that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, 
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
 

Moses, Aaron and the people of Israel are tested, but as with all testing, the result is that they might 
better see the steadfastness of God.   
 
Renewed – Exodus 5:22-6:13 
 

To his credit, Moses does not abandon his faith.  In the face of the persecution of the people he turns to 
God with his complaint.  “22 Then Moses turned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have you done evil 
to this people? Why did you ever send me? 23 For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he 
has done evil to this people, and you have not delivered your people at all.” 
 
The people of Israel have become weaker not stronger. Moses has been rejected by Pharaoh and 
rebuked by his own people. And now, in this weakened position, God is about to roll up his sleeves and 
get to work.  “Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for with a strong hand he will send them 
out, and with a strong hand he will drive them out of his land.” 
 
The words of the Lord to Moses in Exodus 6:2-8 are among the most important words spoken by God to 
his people in the entire Old Testament.  It is almost impossible to overstate their significance for the 
exodus story and indeed even for the story of God’s people yet today.   Bracketed by God’s revelation of 
his name, we see God’s work in the past, the present and the future of his people.   
 
I am the Lord  (Exodus 6:2) 
 

Past (Exodus 6:3-4) 
 

 I appeared to Abraham as God Almighty (El Shaddai) 

 I established my covenant to give them the land of Canaan 
 

Present (Exodus 6:5) 
 

 I have heard 

 I have remembered 
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Future (Exodus 6:6-8) 
 

 I will bring you out 

 I will deliver you 

 I will redeem you 

 I will take you to be my people 

 I will be your God 

 I will bring you to the land I swore to give to Abraham, and to Jacob 
 
I am the LORD  (Exodus 6:8) 

 
God’s word to Moses is really an extended meditation on his name.  I AM WHO I AM is the God of the 
past, the present and the future.  He is the God who will act to save his people.  He will deliver them, 
make them to be a covenant people and bring them to the land that was promised to Abraham.  His 
name is his guarantee of his faithfulness.   
 
Yet today the name of the Lord is at the heart of our faith –  past, present, and future.   
 

 We were baptised in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 
 

 We pray in his name and he and remembers us (Luke 23: 42-43) 
 

 He promises to be with us always and to bring us at last to the new heavens and the new earth. 
 

To know Gods’ name is to know his purpose for all humanity from beginning to end.  Later in the Old 
Testament Ezekiel will offer this summary.  God is faithful to his name, even when his people are 
unfaithful to him.   
 
6 On that day I swore to them that I would bring them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had 
searched out for them, a land flowing with milk and honey, the most glorious of all lands. 7 And I said to 
them, ‘Cast away the detestable things your eyes feast on, every one of you, and do not defile 
yourselves with the idols of Egypt; I am the Lord your God.’ 8 But they rebelled against me and were not 
willing to listen to me. None of them cast away the detestable things their eyes feasted on, nor did they 
forsake the idols of Egypt. 
 
“Then I said I would pour out my wrath upon them and spend my anger against them in the midst of the 
land of Egypt. 9 But I acted for the sake of my name, that it should not be profaned in the sight of the 
nations among whom they lived, in whose sight I made myself known to them in bringing them out of 
the land of Egypt. 10 So I led them out of the land of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness.  
(Ezekiel 20:6-10) 
 
Or to quote the apostle John, “by believing you have life in his name.”  John 20:31 
 
 
 


