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The Gospel According to Moses – Plagues  

 
He turned their rivers to blood, 

    so that they could not drink of their streams. 
45 He sent among them swarms of flies, which devoured them, 

    and frogs, which destroyed them. 
46 He gave their crops to the destroying locust 

    and the fruit of their labor to the locust. 
47 He destroyed their vines with hail 

    and their sycamores with frost. 
48 He gave over their cattle to the hail 

    and their flocks to thunderbolts. 
49 He let loose on them his burning anger, 

    wrath, indignation, and distress, 
    a company of destroying angels. 

50 He made a path for his anger; 
    he did not spare them from death, 

    but gave their lives over to the plague. 
Psalm 78:44-50 

 
Before the creating word of God was heard there was chaos and emptiness.  In the beginning God spoke 
and subdued the confusion, creating an integrated universe and a perfect world. However, when the 
people of his world turn away from his ways disintegration begins, chaos and confusion return as a sign 
of his judgment. Pharaoh did not know the LORD and refused to learn of him.  This sets in motion a 
series of plagues that bring disintegration on Egypt and prepare the people of Israel for the day their 
freedom will come.       
 
Return to Pharaoh – Exodus 7:1-13 

 
Moses was rocked by his initial failure to secure the release of God’s people.  However, God’s revelation 
of his name and the renewal of the promise to set the people free seems to have brought about a 
change in Moses’ heart.  God sends them back to Pharaoh and he goes.  And “they did just as the LORD 
commanded them.” Pharaoh will ask for a sign, and it will be given. Even though the magicians of Egypt 
are able to pull off a similar feat, the tide is beginning to turn.   
 
The First Nine Plagues – Exodus 7:14 – 11:29 

 
The nine plagues described in Exodus 7-11 are a devastating judgement on the people of Egypt for their 
failure to heed the word of the Lord.  But these chapters are more than just an account of God’s wrath.  
In the plagues Yahweh goes into battle against the God’s of Egypt to secure the freedom of his people.  
Our interpretation of this part of the Exodus story needs to avoid two common misconceptions: 
 

1. A primary focus on the wrath of God 
2. Being turned off by God’s judgement on the Egyptians  
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The first nine plagues are as follows: 
 

 Nile turns to blood (7:14-25) 

 Frogs (8:1-15) 

 Gnats (8:16-19) 
 

 Flies (8:20-32) 

 Animal Diseases (9:1-7) 

 Boils (9:8-12) 
 

 Hail (9:13-35) 

 Locusts (10:1-20) 

 Darkness (10:21-29) 
 
The first two plagues in each set were announced to Pharaoh in advance, the third in each set was 
unannounced.  The magicians of Egypt compete with Aaron and Moses in the first set, but then 
disappear defeated.  The second set of plagues introduces a distinction between the Israelites and the 
Egyptians.  From here on the land of Goshen will be untouched by the plagues.   
 
One of the things to note about the plagues is the first six follow a natural sequence.  An ecological 
disaster with the Nile gives rise to frogs, dead frogs lead to gnats and flies, which in turn bring disease to 
livestock and humans.  Bit by bit the order of creation is undone.  The final 3 plagues highlight that 
disorder and disintegration.  Hail, locusts and thick darkness cover the land. Egypt slides to the chaos 
and darkness of Genesis 1:2 – “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of 
the deep.” 
 
But this is much more than just a return to primordial chaos.  God is at war with the “gods” of Egypt.  
Many of the plagues have a theological edge to them.  For example: 
 
Khnum the creator of water and life and Hapi the god of the Nile -- Nile turns to blood 
Heqet goddess of childbirth portrayed as a frog – Frogs 
Hathor goddess of the sky depicted as a cow – livestock 
Baal Hadad the god of lightening and thunder -- hail 
Amon-Re and other gods connected with the sun – darkness 
 
Later in Exodus, Moses’ father-in-law, Jethro, will proclaim, “Now I know Yahweh is greater than all 
gods.” (18:11) This is exactly the point.  There is no god who can compare with the LORD. 
 
Some additional details about the plagues: 
 
Nile turns to blood – Water plays an important role in the story of the exodus.  The first plague is an 
indictment against Israel’s drowning of the Hebrew sons in the Nile.  It also foreshadows the destruction 
of the Egyptian army at the Red Sea. 
 
Frogs – Frogs were a symbol of fruitfulness and material blessing.  Interestingly this is a plague the 
Egyptians can replicate, making the problem worse.  Pharaoh appears to have a change of heart, he will 
let the people go. 
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Gnats – Gnats were associated with dust and dust was associated with death.  Death will come upon the 
entire land of Egypt in the final plague. 
 
Flies – this plague is introduced without Moses’ staff and does not harm the land of Goshen, home of 
the Israelites.  These are not house flies but barn flies – flies that bite.  Pharaoh again seems to relent.   
 
Diseased Livestock – the hand of the Lord is the cause of the plague. 
 
Boils – Moses and Aaron throw handfuls of kiln dust into the air which produced boils upon the people. 
This was an attack on the economy of Egypt.  This is the last plague Aaron is involved in. 
 
Hail – the intensity of the plagues is increased – now they come from the heavens.  Pharoah admits he 
has sinned and will let the people go, but after the thunder and hail cease, his heart is again hardened. 
 
Locusts – Pharaoh’s advisors urge Pharaoh to let the people of Israel leave Egypt.   
 
Darkness – The Sun god was the greatest of the Egyptian deities and this plague is a direct statement of 
God’s complete control of the world.   
 
 
In Wrath Remember Mercy  

 
To use Lutheran terminology, the plagues are Law.  God’s wrath is poured out upon those who refuse to 
acknowledge him or listen to him.  However, in all the terror there is mercy.  Before the plague of hail 
strikes the people of Egypt are given time to get their servants and livestock undercover so they would 
not be killed by the storm.  Also, the timing of the storm was such that only certain crops were 
destroyed, while other later maturing harvests would still be available.  As bad as the plagues are, they 
could have been much worse.   
 
In Revelation 16, seven bowls of wrath are poured out on the earth.  Many of these bowls contain 
plague-like signs – water turning to blood, darkness, frogs, thunder, and hailstones weighing 100 pounds 
each.  The language is of course symbolic of God’s judgment an unbelieving world.  Even as these 
miseries come, people do not repent and turn to God.  Sometimes passages like this are used to terrify 
people and make them fear the coming of our Lord. However, for God’s people the plagues, both those 
of the past and those yet to come are not to be feared.   
 
God’s ultimate wrath was not poured out on the Egyptians but upon his Son.  God’s ultimate wrath will 
not be poured out upon us or those who follow us, because it was already poured out on Jesus.  In 
Christ, the one who will be our Judge on the last day came down and bore the judgement for us.  All the 
plagues we deserve fell upon him so that he might be our Saviour.   
 
Jesus’ miracles are the un-plagues.  He heals the sick, feeds the hungry, and raises the dead.  He restores 
the order that is disrupted by sin.  His forgiving love covers our sins so that we, like the Israelites in 
Goshen can live in peace because we are his people.   


