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First Sunday in Advent - “Hope” 
Divine Service 

8:30 a.m. and 11:00* a.m.  
(*also livestreaming at www.holycrosskitchener.org) 

 

Prelude  Heather Schein (piano) 

 

Call to Worship Bells & Words of Welcome 
 

Opening Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB# 357, sts. 1, ref, 5–7 

Text & tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.holycrosskitchener.org/
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Invocation, Confession and Forgiveness of Sins 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto 
God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant 
us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 
P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You that 

we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against You by 
thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, 
seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for us, 
have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our sins; 
and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and of Your 
will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 
may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given His 
only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To those who 
believe on His name He gives power to become the children of God and has 
promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 
Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 

C Save us, we pray, O LORD! 
 O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

P Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
 We bless you from the house of the LORD. 

C The LORD is God, and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
 Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
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P You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; 
 you are my God; I will extol you. 

C Glory be to the Father and  to the Son 
 and to the Holy  Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 

P Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be 
rescued from the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty 
deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Anthem (11:00) “Advent Calls”  
          by Herb Frombach and Stan Pethel 

Praise Singers, Brian Hallman (Director), Heather Schein (Accompanist) 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2:1–5 
 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 

2It shall come to pass in the latter days 
 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, 
 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
 to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
 and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go the law, 
 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 
 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
 and their spears into pruning hooks; 
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nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 
 come, let us walk 
 in the light of the LORD. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 13:8–14 
 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another 
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall 
not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, 
are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does 
no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from 
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far 
gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Hymn (8:30) The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns LSB# 348 

Text & tune: Public domain 
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Anthem (11:00) “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”  
         By Joseph M. Martin and David Angerman 

Praise Singers, Brian Hallman (Director), Heather Schein (Accompanist) 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth chapter. 
C Glory be to You, O Lord. 
  

 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah 
entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be 
taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your 
Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what 
part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Hymn Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying LSB# 516 

Text & tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Isaiah 2:1-5 
“ADVENT MEMORY – ADVENT HOPE” 

 
Anthem (8:30) “Comfort, Comfort, Ye My People”  
            By Joseph M. Martin and David Angerman 

Praise Singers, Brian Hallman (Director), Heather Schein (Accompanist) 
 

Anthem (11:00) “Be Born in Us”  
                  By David S. Gaines and Ruth Elaine Schram 

Praise Singers, Brian Hallman (Director), Heather Schein (Accompanist) 

 
Parish Announcements and Presentation of Offering 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

C Amen. 
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Hymn to Depart Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending LSB# 336 

Text & tune: Public domain 
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Postlude  Heather Schein (piano) 
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