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The Gospel According to Moses – Enter Moses – Part 1 
 
It is impossible to understate the significance of Moses for not just the story of the Exodus but for his 
role in God’s greater Exodus, the salvation of all who live by faith.  The writer to the Hebrews sums up 
this great leader of God’s people as follows: 
 
“23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw 
that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was 
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated with 
the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He considered the reproach of Christ 
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not 
being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the 
Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.”  
Hebrews 11:23-28 
 
Moses is at times portrayed as a sort of villain; after all he is the one who brings the Law which always 
accuses, always condemns and always kills (John 1:17 – “For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ”). However, in the broader story of Scripture Moses is so much 
more than a lawgiver.  He is a prophet, a leader, a man of faith and a foreshadowing of Christ, himself.   
 
Exodus 2:1-10 – The Birth of Moses 
 
The theme of God working with small things continues into chapter 2 as we read of the birth of Moses.  
The story is well known.  Moses’ mother does not throw him in the river but hides him for three months 
and then places him in a basket on the Nile.   
 
The Hebrew word for basket, is the same word used to describe the Ark in the story of Noah.  Both are 
waterproofed with bitumen and pitch. Just as Noah’s ark signalled a new beginning for humanity, now 
the ark of Moses, signals a new beginning for the Hebrew people.  It is important to also note that the 
church is often referred to as an ark.  As was the case with Noah and Moses, it contains the means by 
which the world is given salvation – God’s Word and the Sacraments.   
 
Of course, pharaoh’s daughter sees the little ark, hears the baby cry, returns him to his mother and 
eventually adopts Moses as her son.  While no one is certain, it may be that the daughter of Pharaoh 
who adopted Moses was Hatshepsut who would herself go on to be one of a handful of female 
pharaohs.  If so, this sets up an interesting irony.  Hatshepsut became on of the more powerful leaders 
and prolific builders of Egypt, yet the same time served as adoptive mother for the one though whom a 
great defeat would come upon the nation. 
 
Already in his infancy, Moses is foreshadowing Christ.  Both were designated from infancy to be saviours 
of God’s people; both were spared from tyrannical death threats; both grew to be the saviours God 
intended them to be.  This relationship between Moses and Christ is made explicit as Mary and Joseph 
take the baby Jesus to Egypt to escape the wrath of Herod.  “Out of Egypt I called my Son.”  Matthew 
2:15.   
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Exodus 2:11-22 – Moses flees to Midian 
 
As an adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses had access to education and lived very well for the first 
40 years of his life.  Stephen, the deacon and martyr of the New Testament tells us that Moses, “was 
instructed in all wisdom of the Egyptians, and he was mighty in his words and deeds” (Acts 7:22).  
However, things begin to change one day when Moses sees an Egyptian beating an Israelite.  Seeing no 
witnesses, Moses murders him and buries him in the sand.  The next day he encounters 2 Hebrews 
struggling and tries to intervene.  They are aware of what he did to the Egyptian and spurn his 
intervention. In time Pharoah also comes to hear of Moses’ crime and he flees to the wilderness of 
Midian, the land we know today as the Sinai Peninsula.   
 
Again, Deacon Stephen provides us with some interpretive insight.  In his sermon before he is stoned to 
death, he sees a parallel between Moses and Christ.  Moses is rejected by his own people, even as he 
tries to protect them from the wrath of the Egyptians.  Yet God choses Moses to be the leader of his 
people.  Christ too will be rejected by his own people, even though God has sent him to be their leader 
and saviour.  “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit.  
As your fathers did, so do you!” (Acts 7:51) 
 
The writer to the Hebrews also comments on Moses actions saying that he refused to be called a son if 
Pharaoh’s daughter and instead chose to be mistreated with the people of God.  His departure from 
Egypt is a sign of his faith in the promises of God.  (Hebrews 11:24-27) 
 
In Midian, Moses again comes to the aid of the oppressed.  The daughters of the priest of Midian are 
trying to draw water for their father’s flock when they are targeted by other shepherds intent on 
stealing the animals.  Moses intervenes more successfully than he had in Egypt, and he ends up being 
given the eldest daughter of the priest as his wife and begins the next chapter of life, keeping the flocks 
of his father-in-law.  This will occupy the next 40 years of his life.  
 
Exodus 2:23-25 – Cry and Response 
 
So far in the book of Exodus we have not heard much from God.  He is only mentioned a few times in 
chapter one and is not mentioned at all in the early verses of chapter 2. That all changes however, in the 
closing words of the chapter.  The Pharoah (Thutmose III) dies and is succeeded by Amenhotep II.  This 
new Pharaoh became legendary for his hostility to non-Egyptians.  Under him the people groan because 
of their slavery and cried out for help.   
 
Their cry came to God.   
 
And God: 

• Heard 
• Remembered 
• Saw 
• Knew 
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Exodus 3:1-12 – The Burning Bush 
 
As we enter chapter 3 it is important to remember that by this point in the story, Moses is an 80-year-
old man, who most likely believes his best days are in the rear-view mirror.  He was raised in wealth, had 
a bright future, but that was all gone now.  Now his days are filled with sheep and more sheep. His life 
had begun with promise but was at a dead end. Moses is a failed and forgotten old man eking out a 
living in the wilderness.  But one day that all changes. 
 
It appears as if God has Moses just where he needs him to be.  And so, one day while he is tending the 
flocks, God speaks to him out of a burning bush. There is much to unpack in these verses: 
 

1. You are not of any use to God until you have come to the end of yourself.      
 

2. God’s timing is almost never our timing, yet his timing is brilliant.   
 

3. God seeks relationship with his people.  Moses encounters God personally.  The Hebrew word 
for bush is “seneh” a close relative of the word Sinai.  God has come personally to the wasteland 
to call Moses for service.  Before this, Moses surely believed in God, but God is not simply a 
principle to be believed; he is an eternal being to be encountered and experienced.  One does 
not believe in fire; one experiences fire.  Later John the Baptist will say that we are baptised with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire (Luke 3:16). On Pentecost the Holy Spirit comes as tongues of fire 
dance above the heads of the apostles.   

 
4. The unique fire testifies to God’s self-sufficiency.  The bush is on fire but does not burn up.  Fire 

needs fuel and when the fuel is gone the fire goes out.  This fire needs no fuel.  This fire has its 
own source of being and power.  A little later in the conversation between God and Moses, 
Moses is given God’s name – “I Am Who I Am,” but already here God testifies to his infinite 
existence.  God depends on nothing; everything depends on him.   

 
5. God is the God of life.  He identifies himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These 

patriarchs have been dead for centuries, yet God is still their God.  Jesus will later emphasise this 
in his discussion with the Sadducees who deny the resurrection. 
 

6. God acts in response to the suffering of his people.  Chapter 2 ended with the mysterious 
expression “and God knew.” He knew their sufferings and he knew what to do about it.  He will 
bring them up out of Egypt and give them the land promised to Abraham and his descendants 
forever.  6 times in 4 verses God acts for the salvation of his people. 
 

a. I have surely seen… 
b. I know their sufferings 
c. I have come down 
d. I will bring them up 
e. I have seen the oppression 
f. I will send you 

 
7. God is present with his people.  God is not sending Moses off alone.  “I will be with you, and this 

shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of 
Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” 
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There is so much happening in these few verses it is hard to do justice to it all.  However, perhaps the 
most startling thing about this account is what does not happen.  Moses sees and hears the God who is 
a consuming fire, yet lives.  He stands on the holiest ground and lives.  We marvel that the bush was not 
consumed, but in the same vein we ought to marvel that Moses was not consumed.  How can God get 
near and not consume?   
 
The answer comes at the very beginning of the chapter – The Angel of the Lord.  The Angel of the Lord is 
different from the other angels. The other angel speaks for the Lord, but the Angel of the Lord is the 
Lord.  The Angel of the Lord is the means by which God can be present with his people.  The Angel of the 
Lord is the Second Person of the Trinity (the pre-incarnate Christ).  In Christ God comes near to us, in 
Christ we are not consumed, and in Christ, Moses and all God’s people can stand in his very presence 
and hear his living words.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


