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Dear brothers and sisters of Christ at Holy Cross, 
 

We are entering a fall unlike any other in my lifetime at least, and perhaps also in yours.  We are trying to live as 

normally as possible in the COVID-19 Pandemic but that means a lot of choices need to be made.  Does one work 

from home, or go to the office? Do the children attend school, or learn online? Do we come to church as a family, 

or do we continue to participate online?  And that is just the tip of the iceberg!   
 

Not all of us will answer in the same way. Some they are eager to get back to routine and embrace heading out into 

the world, others are far less comfortable.  Moving through these next few months will require us to embrace 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ мпΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻƴ wƻƳŀƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ōǳǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 

this chapter in a worship service.  Romans 14 is about when Christians disagree on how to approach certain 

situations.  In the case of that congregation it was all about observing sacred days and eating certain foods. Some 

found helpful to observe certain holy day, others not so much.  Some ate anything, others stuck with the Old 

Testament food laws.   
 

tŀǳƭΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎΗέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мпΥмύΦ  9ŀŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘΦ  ²Ƙat might 

seem fine to one person is not fine for someone else.  God does not give us a roadmap to every question we will 

ever face and we need to be patient with each other as we wrestle with the questions before us.  Instead as Paul 

tells us a few verses later, one can participate, or one can abstain to the glory of God.  We have true freedom in the 

Gospel.  The key thing is that we are making our decisions based on our honest desire to serve God as best we can.  

We are all servants of our Lord and will answer to our Master.  But our Master is gracious! 
 

What joins us together is far stronger than those things on which we may differ!  And what joins us together, 

whether it is physically or virtually, is Jesus Christ. We are His, whether we live, or we die!  He conquered sin and 

death for us on the cross and rose to life again that we might have righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit 

(Romans 14:17) even when we disagree on the best course of action.  So as you face the pile of decisions that will 

neŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ  !ǎƪ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ōŜǎǘ 

ǎŜǊǾŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΚέ  !ƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǘƘǳǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ōȅ 

ƳŜƴΦέ  όwƻƳŀƴǎ мпΥмуύ 

 

ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ǳǇōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ (Romans 14:19) 

 

In Christ our Lord, 
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AAAddduuulllttt    BBBiiibbbllleee   CCClllaaassssss   bbbeeegggiiinnnsss   ooonnn 
Wednesday, September 16 

at 7:00 PM 
 

Our focus will be on the Book of Job.  If there ever 

was a year to study this man of sorrows from the Old 

Testament, 2020 is surely the year to do it!  Now, if you 

have ever tried reading Job, you will have learned its 

not the easiest book of the Bible to read.  5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ 

scare you!  ²Ŝ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘ ōȅ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ƭƛƴŜ ōȅ 

line!!  Instead we will look at the overarching themes to 

ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭness to Job even in the midst of his 

trials.  If you would like to come to the church next 

Wednesday you are welcome to do so.  No advance sign 

up needed.  Just come, put on a mask and sit a safe 

distance from others.  Otherwise tune in online and 

follow the livestream.   

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross Youth, with the help of The Board of 

Congregational Ministries and the Board of Outreach, 

have purchased 2, prefabricated tiny home sheds. 

These homes are part of the άA Better Tent Cityέ  

initiative to help safely house our homeless 

population. Keep your eyes open for the 

October Vision which will feature the completed 

homes and information about how the project 

went.  
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