Holy Cross Evangelical Lutheran Church
Lutheran Church - Canada
322 East Avenue, Kitchener, Ontario N2H 1Z5 (519)742-5812 www.holycrosskitchener.org

Volume 73 No. 15

The Resurrection of Our Lord

April 12, 2020

11:00 a.m. ~ Easter Festival Service
(Live Streaming at www.holycrosskitchener.org)
Words of Welcome
Hymn

Jesus Christ is Risen Today LSB #457
Text: Public domain

Jesus Christ is ris’n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav’nly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!
Praise Him, all ye heav’nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

Invocation & Opening Sentences
P
C

(Psalm 118:24; Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6, adapted)

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P This is the day that the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P Christ has risen from the dead. Alleluia!
C God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honour.
P He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands;
C He has put all things under His feet. Alleluia! Alleluia!
P Christ is Risen!
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
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Confession & Forgiveness of Sins
P Let us come before God in true repentance, seeking His mercy and forgiveness.
O God our Father, we admit and confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean and
that we have sinned against You in thought and in word and in deed.
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
P We confess that we have not lived as Your followers but have sought to go our own
ways in directions that have not brought glory to You or blessing to others.
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
P We confess that Your love has not reached others through us in every situation, that
there have been times in which we have been loveless, thoughtless, and judgmental
toward others, unwilling to help our neighbours as we ought.
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
P We confess that Your will has not been our priority at all times and that we have not
always been defenders of the weak and helpless in our circle of family, neighbours, and
friends and beyond.
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
P We confess that we have not used every opportunity given to us to witness to the
resurrection faith that is ours and have at times been slow to speak of the hope that is
ours in Christ.
C Have mercy on us and forgive us, O Lord.
P Upon this your confession and by the command of our Lord, I, a called and ordained
servant of Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit,
soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls
you is faithful; He will surely do it. Go in T peace.
C Amen.

Salutation & Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You destroyed
death and brought life and immortality to light. Grant that we who have been raised with
Him may abide in His presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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1 Corinthians 15:1–11
1

Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, 2and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the
word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
3
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he was raised
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time,
most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to
James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also
to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I
persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it
was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we
preach and so you believed.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Ken Griffin (soloist)

Holy Gospel

“Love Crucified Arose”
Words and Music by Michael Card

St. Matthew 28:1–10

P
C

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.
1
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, there was a great
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back
the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
snow. 4And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was
crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he
lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold,
he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they
departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And
behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his
feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my
brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ!
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Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven LSB #477

Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110006134.
Text (sts. 1, 3): Public domain.

Alleluia, alleluia!
Hearts to heav’n and voices raise:
Sing to God a hymn of gladness,
Sing to God a hymn of praise;
He who on the cross a victim
For the world’s salvation bled—
Jesus Christ, the King of Glory,
Now is risen from the dead.
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
Death at last has met defeat:
See the ancient pow’rs of evil
In confusion and retreat;
Once He died, and once was buried:
Now He lives forevermore,
Jesus Christ, the world’s Redeemer,
Whom we worship and adore.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Glory be to God on high:
Alleluia to the Saviour
Who has gained the victory;
Alleluia to the Spirit,
Fount of love and sanctity!
Alleluia, alleluia
To the triune Majesty!

Sermon

St. John 20:11–18, Acts 2:22-24
“EMPTY CHURCH – EMPTY TOMB”
22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you
by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your
midst, as you yourselves know—
23
this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.
24
God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible
for him to be held by it.
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Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Presentation of Offerings
Prayers of the Church
Lord's Prayer
C

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Benediction
P
C

Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!

P

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favour and T give you peace.
Amen.

C

Easter Festival Service

April 12, 2020

Closing Hymn

Page 6

The Day of Resurrection LSB #478
Text: Public domain

The day of resurrection!
Earth, tell it out abroad,
The passover of gladness,
The passover of God.
From death to life eternal,
From sin’s dominion free,
Our Christ has brought us over
With hymns of victory.
Let hearts be purged of evil
That we may see aright
The Lord in rays eternal
Of resurrection light
And, list’ning to His accents,
May hear, so calm and plain,
His own “All hail!” and, hearing,
May raise the victor strain.
Now let the heav’ns be joyful,
Let earth its song begin,
Let all the world keep triumph
And all that is therein.
Let all things, seen and unseen,
Their notes of gladness blend;
For Christ the Lord has risen,
Our joy that has no end!
All praise to God the Father,
All praise to God the Son,
All praise to God the Spirit,
Eternal Three in One!
Let all the ransomed number
Fall down before the throne
And honour, pow’r, and glory
Ascribe to God alone!

T T T
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