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In [God] we live and move and have our being…
Acts 17:28

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Words from the Cross
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Every human being is surrounded by God’s blessings even more than by air. Body and
soul are the most basic blessings given by God, but He has also given us everything to
sustain them in this life. Every breath of air that fills our lungs, every drop of water we
drink, every morsel of food we eat, every bit of sleep we enjoy, every beat of our heart,
every joy we experience, every step we take without misfortune—in short everything we
have and are—is a special blessing from God. Not only has He called us into existence,
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If our material blessings are, for the most part, unacknowledged by most of us, our spiritual blessings are even more ignored. Even we Christians don’t take the time to consider
how blessed we truly are to have been redeemed, sanctified in Holy Baptism (born again
in Christ, instead of dead in our trespasses and sins), given the very Word of God (the
Bible) in order to know His will, given the very body and blood of Christ in Holy Communion, and given the gift of eternal life.
Oh, how ungrateful, thankless, and sinful we are! May God in His grace and mercy lead
us to acknowledge His marvelous provision each and every day of our lives, especially
His spiritual provision, so that we might not ever forget to thank, praise, and worship
Him at every opportunity. May God grant you a peaceful and restful summer.
In Jesus’ name,
Pastor Skelton

