
The Communication of Attributes in the Person of Christ

A Brief Definition of the Genera of the Communication of Attributes

The Genus Idiomaticum  (ijdiopoivhsi")  The attributes of the human nature and the
attributes of the divine nature are shared in the same person but are not essential to
both natures. Each nature has its own essential attributes.

The Genus Majestaticum  (metapoivhsi")  The Divine attributes are transferred to
the human nature by virtue of the Personal Union. But they never become an essen-
tial attribute of the human nature. The communication is strictly one way.

The Genus Apotelesmaticum  (koinopoivhsi" or  koinwniva ajpotelesmavtwn)  The full
set of attributes work for our salvation. The redemption of mankind is accom-
plished by the theanthropic person of Jesus Christ.

The Divine Nature

The person of the eternal lovgo"
The Son of God and

Second Person of the Holy Trinity
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The Human Nature

Assumed from the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God
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The Word became flesh and dwelt among us
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The Personal Union
unio personalis
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True God and True Man
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ETERNAL  GOD 30 year old man

ALL-POWERFUL Becomes tired

EVER–ALIVE Dead

OMNIPRESENT Omnipresence

OMNIPOTENT Omnipotence

OMNISCIENT Omniscience
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Neque caro extra lovgon neque lovgo"extra carnem
Neither flesh outside word, nor word outside flesh by Paul T. McCain

Revised May 2000


