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 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into 

our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites 

to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 

any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they 

may show forth His death until He comes. 

   Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at this 

altar, any who are not yet instructed or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to 

speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. 

We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the 

Lord’s Supper. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School…………………………………..9:15 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..……..303-683-1300 

Megan Keeling, Director, Early Learning Center……….303-683-1311 

Fax…………………………………………………………………………303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 



 
           

 

 

 
 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

378  Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess 

unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we 

have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring 

Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in 

us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 

may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 



P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and 

has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us 

all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to 

become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 

Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 
 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Entrance Hymn 
 

     393  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

Kyrie 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gloria in Excelsis 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
 

 



 P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the 

birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we 

joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence 

behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through  the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 62:10-12 
 

  

P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the sixty-second 

chapter. 

 

Go through, go through the gates; 

    prepare the way for the people; 

build up, build up the highway; 

    clear it of stones; 

    lift up a signal over the peoples. 

Behold, the LORD has proclaimed 

    to the end of the earth: 

Say to the daughter of Zion, 

    “Behold, your salvation comes; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

    and his recompense before him.” 

And they shall be called The Holy People, 

    The Redeemed of the LORD; 

and you shall be called Sought Out, 

    A City Not Forsaken. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

516  Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying  



Epistle: Titus 3:4-7 
   

P The Epistle is from Titus, the third chapter. 
 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior 

appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in 

righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of 

regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on 

us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his 

grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:15-20 
  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 

that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they 

went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 

manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had 

been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered 

at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them. 
 

  

 P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 
 



 

Nicene Creed 
  

C I believe in one God, 

   the Father Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth 

      and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

   the only-begotten Son of God, 

   begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

   God of God, Light of Light, 

   very God of very God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   being of one substance with the Father, 

   by whom all things were made; 

   who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

     heaven 

   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

   and was made man; 

   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

   He suffered and was buried. 

   And the third day He rose again according to the  

     Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living   

    and the dead, 

  whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord and giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

    glorified, 

  who spoke by the prophets. 



  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

571  God Loved the World So That He Gave  

 

Sermon 

   “The Extravagance of Christmas”  

   Text: See the Epistle Reading 
 

Offering 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
   

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

   After each portion of the prayer: 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful  



Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
 

 

 
  

 
 

  

  
  

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, 

seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 

things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 

Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

          as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 



 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; 

this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 
 

383  A Great and Mighty Wonder  
 

374  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 

386  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  

 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

Lord, now let your servant go in peace, according to your word, 

   for my eyes have seen Your salvation, 

   which You have prepared before the face of all people; 

   a light to lighten the gentiles and the glory of Your people,     

      Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

   As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

   world without end. 
 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

 
 
 
 



P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we 

thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace 

in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 
 

 

 
387 Joy to the World  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria ! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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   The Lord’s Supper is one of God’s greatest and most profound 

mysteries. Its primary purpose is to bestow the blessings of forgiveness, 

healing, faith, and life eternal that Christ offers to all sinners through 

simple faith in His life-creating Word. 
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    Precious Savior, the evening concert of angels announcing 

Your birth has now given way to the day the Lord has made! Let 

us rejoice and be glad in it! Lord God, like the angels may we 

announce the message of peace between God and all people. 

Like the shepherds may we glorify You for all that we have seen 

and heard. Like Mary may we ponder this day’s events in our 

hearts. As we worship You this Christmas, let our eyes see 

through the manger to the cross and the empty tomb. We come 

to You today trusting that You are seated at the right hand of 

God, hearing and answering our prayers. Amen. 
 


