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 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into 

our mouths not only bread and wine but His very 

body and blood to eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites 

to His table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside 

any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they 

may show forth His death until He comes. 

   Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at this 

altar, any who are not yet instructed or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to 

speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. 

We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the 

Lord’s Supper. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming  

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess 

unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we 

have sinned against You by thought, word, and deed.  Wherefore 

we flee for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring 

Your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son 

to die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in 

us true knowledge of You and of Your will and true 

obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we 

may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 



P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and 

has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us 

all our sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to 

become the children of God and has promised them His Holy 

Spirit. He that believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 
 

C Amen. 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Entrance Hymn 
 

     376 Once in Royal David’s City 

 

Kyrie 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Gloria in Excelsis 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
 

 



 P O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the 

birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we 

joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence 

behold Him when He comes to be our Judge; through  the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness 

     have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

     on them has light shined. 

You have multiplied the nation; 

     you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

     as with joy at the harvest, 

     as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, 

     and the staff for his shoulder, 

     the rod of his oppressor, 

     you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

     and every garment rolled in blood 

     will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, 

     to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

     and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

     Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

     there will be no end, 



on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

     to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

     from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

   

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

362 O Sing of Christ  

 

Epistle: Titus 2:11-14 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 

training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 

self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for 

our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 

lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession 

who are zealous for good works. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 
  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the second chapter. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 

world should be registered. This was the first registration when 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each 

to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 

town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 

registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while 

they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, 

for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all 

the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 

baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 

praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

     and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 

   P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 C  Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed 
  

C I believe in one God, 

   the Father Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth 

      and of all things visible and invisible. 
  



And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

   the only-begotten Son of God, 

   begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

   God of God, Light of Light, 

   very God of very God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   being of one substance with the Father, 

   by whom all things were made; 

   who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

     heaven 

   and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

   and was made man; 

   and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

   He suffered and was buried. 

   And the third day He rose again according to the  

     Scriptures 

     and ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living   

    and the dead, 

  whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the Lord and giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and  

    glorified, 

  who spoke by the prophets. 

  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

386  Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  

 

Sermon 

   “Holy Night”  

   Text: See the Holy Gospel Reading 



Offering 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
   

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

   After each portion of the prayer: 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful  

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
 

 

 
  

 
 

 

  

  
 

 



P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word 

made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, 

seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and love those 

things which are not seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and 

with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 



     and forgive us our trespasses  

          as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 



Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Distribution 
 

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come  vs. 1, 3, 5, 15  
 

366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear  
 

377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing  

 

Stand 
 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

Lord, now let your servant go in peace, according to your word, 

   for my eyes have seen Your salvation, 

   which You have prepared before the face of all people; 

   a light to lighten the gentiles and the glory of Your people,     

      Israel. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

   As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

   world without end. 
 

Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we 

thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace 

in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen. 



Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
 
 

 

 
363 Silent Night, Holy Night  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria ! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Good News, Vo. 2. No. 3, Holy Communion, p.4. 

Good News is published by the Concordia Mission Society. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    
     
    Oh Holy God, we join the angels in singing “glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace.” You are a great 
and gracious God who kept Your promise and sent Your 
one and only Son to be born of a virgin. In Jesus, the gift 
of heaven is opened for us and we are heirs of eternal 
glory. Let us kneel in humility before that Christ Child 
and then go and spread the word concerning Him. Fill 
each of us with Christmas joy and zeal each and every 
day until His glorious return. We pray this in His name. 
Amen. 


