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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

O Eternal God, we come before You with expectant hearts. Your
words of promise in Zechariah, "See, your King comes to you,
righteous and having salvation” stir us to believe that Jesus will
come again. He will come in spite of, and to take away, the load of
sin, guilt, sorrow, and doubt that we insist on carrying around. We
give You praise and thanks that He comes neither in judgment nor
in condemnation. Rather, Jesus comes with forgiveness for our sins
so that we may be God's dear children and enjoy the bliss of
heaven forever. Keep us safe until that day of Jesus’ second
coming! Amen.

The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this
L congregation in the confession and glad
g;r’”a_S:\ confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into
S our mouths not only bread and wine but His very
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to
strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord
invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us,
that they may show forth His death until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood
unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because
Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at
this altar, any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to
speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time.
We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the
Lord’s Supper.
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Confession and Absolution

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the "} Son and of the Holy

Spirit.
Amen.

(P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us,
and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in

Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.



(P] Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the -I- Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Entrance Hymn

354 Arise, O Christian People
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Al In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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(A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Hymn of Praise

During Advent, the Hymn of Praise is omitted.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

)]
T ]
)

P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.

Stir up our hearts, O Lord God, to make ready the way of Your
only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to
serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading: Malachi 3:1-7b

“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he
is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's
fire and like fullers’ soap. He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the
days of old and as in former years.

“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the
sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts.

“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob,
are not consumed. From the days of your fathers you have turned
aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual
511 Herald, Sound the Note of Judgment

Epistle: Philippians 1:2-11

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure
of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way
about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers
with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for
you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And it is my prayer that your



love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all
discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be
pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 3:1-14
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
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Glo-ry to Youu O Lord.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate
being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his
brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. As it
is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,



and the crooked shall become straight,
and the rough places shall become level ways,
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God."”

He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God
is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now
the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?" And he
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who
has none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” Tax collectors also
came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?”
And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to
do.” Soldiers also asked him, “"And we, what shall we do?” And he said
to them, "Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false
accusation, and be content with your wages.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.

0 | A ,
G IE = ‘F | | N |
Py, 1 -

Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
838 The Saints in Christ Are One in Every Place

Sermon
“Partnership in the Gospel”
Text: See the Epistle Reading

Stand
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Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life '} of the world to come. Amen.



Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayer:

(P); Lord, in Your mercy,
[@: hear our prayer.

Sit
Offering
(Please add your name to the red fellowship
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)
Stand
Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-

va - tion and will call on the name of the Lord. I will pay my
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.




Service of the Sacrament

The Lord’s Supper/
Holy Communion
k WHY? WHO? WHEN?

& UNDERSTAND

We do not practice open communion.
Please refer to the inside cover or
speak with Pastor prior to communing
with us for the first time. - Thank You.

@ PLEASE READ
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And al - so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na

in the high - est.




Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten
Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With
repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word
and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood
as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we
pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful
the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no
end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To
You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the
Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

(Pl: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me."



In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini John 20:19
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(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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Agnus Dei John 1:29
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding vs. 1-3
347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord

Stand



Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1u - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.

349 Hark the Glad Sound



Soli Deo Gloria !
(To God alone be the glory.)
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The Words of Institution are the very heart of the sacramental
action in the Lord’s Supper; they should always be employed. It
is through Christ’s Word and its power, not through the action of

the celebrant nor the faith of the believer, that Christ’s body and
blood are present in the bread and wine.

Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper,
a report of the CTCR of the LC-MS, p. 14
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