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PRAYER FOR THE LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR 
 

   Lord Jesus, as another church year comes to a close, set our 
hearts on things above, not on earthly things. Forgive us for 
allowing the din of our daily activities to drown out Your 
command: “Keep watch because you do not know the day your 
Lord will come.” We rejoice that by the Spirit’s grace we can 
eagerly look forward to You, dear Jesus, as Savior as well as 
Judge. Truly, we Christians welcome the Last Day and lift up our 
heads, for our redemption draws near. Yet always remind us that 
You are also a righteous judge who will condemn unbelief. Excite 
us and Christians everywhere to reach out with the Gospel and 
rescue unbelievers before that great and awesome Day. Gracious 
Savior, enable us to live holy and godly lives so that we look 
forward to the Day of the Lord. Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

336 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending  
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto 
all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 39:4–5a, 7–8, 12a; antiphon: 2 Peter 3:13b NIV 
 

 
 

We are looking forward to a new heaven and a | new earth,* 
the home of | righteousness. 

 

O LORD, make me know my end and  
what is the measure | of my days;* 

let me know how fleeting | I am! 
 

Behold, you have made my days a few | handbreadths,* 
and my lifetime is as nothing be- | fore you. 

 

And now, O Lord, for what | do I wait?* 
My hope | is in you. 

 

Deliver me from all my trans- | gressions.* 
Do not make me the scorn | of the fool! 

 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear | to my cry;* 
hold not your peace | at my tears! 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

We are looking forward to a new heaven and a | new earth,* 
the home of | righteousness. 

 
 
 
 
 



Gloria Patri 
 

 

 
 

Kyrie  
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

 

 
  

 
  

P Lord Jesus Christ, so govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy 
Spirit that, ever mindful of Your glorious return, we may persevere 
in both faith and holiness of living; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14  
 

As I looked, 

thrones were placed, 
and the Ancient of days took his seat; 

his clothing was white as snow, 



and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
his throne was fiery flames; 

its wheels were burning fire. 
A stream of fire issued 

and came out from before him; 
a thousand thousands served him, 

and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him; 
the court sat in judgment, 

and the books were opened. … 

I saw in the night visions, 

and behold, with the clouds of heaven 
there came one like a son of man, 

and he came to the Ancient of Days 
and was presented before him. 

And to him was given dominion 
and glory and a kingdom, 

that all peoples, nations, and languages 
should serve him; 

his dominion is an everlasting dominion, 
which shall not pass away, 

and his kingdom one 
that shall not be destroyed. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual   
 

    523 O Word of God Incarnate  
 

Epistle: Jude 20–25  
 

But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most holy faith; pray 
in the Holy Spirit; keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have 
mercy on those who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the 
fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained 
by the flesh. 

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present 
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the 



only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 18:33–37 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighteenth chapter. 
  

 
  

So Pilate entered his headquarters again and called Jesus and said 
to him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say 
this of your own accord, or did others say it to you about me?” Pilate 
answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have 
delivered you over to me. What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My 
kingdom is not of this world. If my kingdom were of this world, my 
servants would have been fighting, that I might not be delivered over 
to the Jews. But my kingdom is not from the world.” Then Pilate said 
to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a 
king. For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come 
into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the 
truth listens to my voice.”  
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 



 
 
 
Apostles' Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

Hymn of the Day 
 

   586 Preach You the Word  
 

Sermon 
        “They Must Not Burn” 

    Text:  See the Epistle Reading 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
 

    659 Lord of Our Life  
 

Stand 



Prayer of the Church 
     After each portion of the prayer: 

 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer.  
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

               trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever. Amen. 

 
Closing Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 
Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank and 
praise You for continuing among us the preaching of Your Gospel 
for our instruction and edification. Send Your blessing upon the 
Word, which has been spoken to us, and by Your Holy Spirit 
increase our saving knowledge of You, that day by day we may be 
strengthened in the divine truth and remain steadfast in Your 
grace. Give us strength to fight the good fight and by faith to 
overcome all the temptations of Satan, the flesh, and the world so 
that we may finally receive the salvation of our souls; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 

 
 
 



Salutation and Benedicamus 
 

   

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 
 

 
 

 

348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, 

copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria ! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
 


