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The First Sunday in Lent 

 

February 18, 2024                                  8:00 and 10:30 AM  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood 

to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 

union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table 

those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 

refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 

show forth His death until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to 

speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. 

We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the 

Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer for the First Sunday in Lent 

     Gracious God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ and also our dear 

Father, we thank You that You have permitted us to see another 

Lenten season, during which we are privileged to again meditate on 

the cross of Christ with its many spiritual blessings. Cause the 

message of the slain Lamb of God to impress upon our hearts and 

minds the awfulness of our sins so that we are led to the cross of 

Calvary for pardon and peace. Lead us to see that our sins caused 

His great agony in the garden; that our sins nailed Him to the cross 

of Calvary; that He was forsaken by His own that we might not be 

forsaken by You; and that He died so that we might not die eternally. 

We ask this in His name, the sinless Lamb of God. Amen. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

454 Sing, My Tongue, the Glorious Battle 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16 
 

 
 

When he calls to me, I will answer him;  

I will be with him in | trouble;* 

 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
 

With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 

 and show him my sal- | vation. 
 

Because you have made the LORD your | dwelling place—* 

 the Most High, who is my | refuge— 
 

no evil shall be allowed to be- | fall you,* 

 no plague come | near your tent. 
 

For he will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 
 

On their hands they will | bear you up,* 

 lest you strike your foot a- | gainst a stone. 
 

You will tread on the lion and the | adder;* 

 the young lion and the serpent you will trample | underfoot. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 



When he calls to me, I will answer him;  

I will be with him in | trouble;* 

 I will rescue him and | honor him. 
 

With long life I will sat- | isfy him* 

 and show him my sal- | vation. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 



 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  

      During Lent the Gloria in Excelsis is omitted. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the 

wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide the 

people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk 

through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 

world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 22:1–18 
 

 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” He said, “Take your son, your 

only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of 

which I shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, 



saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 

his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt offering and 

arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the 

third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 

Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; 

I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to 

you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it 

on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 

they went both of them together. And Isaac said to his father 

Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, 

“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt 

offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for 

a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

 When they came to the place of which God had told him, 

Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and 

bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 

slaughter his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from 

heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 

He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, 

for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld 

your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes 

and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket 

by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it 

up as a burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called the 

name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, 

“On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

 And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 

from heaven and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, 

because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your 

only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 

offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the 

seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 

and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, 

because you have obeyed my voice.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual Hebrews 12:2 
 

 
 

[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

 the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him  

endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

 and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 
 

Epistle: James 1:12–18 
 

 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when 

he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God 

has promised to those who love him. Let no one say when he is 

tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be 

tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. But each person 

is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then 

desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is 

fully grown brings forth death. 

 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. Every good gift and 

every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 

Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we 

should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

      During Lent the Alleluia is omitted. 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:9–15 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

  

 
  



 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. And when he came up out of the 

water, immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit 

descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 

“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And 

he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And 

he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to 

him. 

 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 

proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, 

and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 

gospel.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

Sermon 

    “God Will Provide for Himself the Lamb” 

    Text:  Genesis 22:1-18 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 



     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

           Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

   After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C     hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
Stand 



Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Stand 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface  
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 

ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be 

prepared joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity 

and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 

the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and singing: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

 

 



Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Distribution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth 
 

505 Triune God, Be Thou Our Stay vs.1 with Lent ending 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
424 O Christ, You Walked the Road 

 

 

 



              

                       Assisting Elders:    
 

                8 a.m. – Scott Schlapkohl 
               10:30 a.m. – Andy Olson 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Announcements 

 

 

 

 
 

Lutheran Hour Ministries Lent Devotions 
 

      The Lutheran Hour Ministries Lent Devotions 
are available now. There are printed copies (both 
regular and large print) on the table by the front 
door.  
      In Lamb of God, we have God’s Son come to 

earth as the eternal Word, Jesus Christ. Throughout John’s 
Gospel, Jesus is made known to us as both God and Man, full of 
grace and truth. He has come into the world to seek us out—you 
and me—to rescue us from the power of evil, and to make us His 
beloved children forever. 
      Jesus was born for sacrifice and servanthood. As God’s 
beloved Lamb, He intimately joined our lives in the flesh, 
compassionately healing, teaching, and loving us as our Good 
Shepherd. On the cross, He gave His life for our transgressions, 
and three days later He rose triumphant in victory over sin, death, 
and the devil. 



 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

Lent Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesday, March 6 11:15 am Lent Worship 

 12 noon Lunch (provided) 

 6 pm Soup & Salad Potluck 

 7 pm Lent Worship 

   

Thursday, March 28 7 pm 
Maundy Thursday 
Worship 

   

Friday, March 29 11:15 am Good Friday Worship 

 7 pm Good Friday Tenebrae  

   

Sunday, March 31 8 am Easter Worship 

 9 am Continental Breakfast 

 10:30 am  Easter Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sponsor for Piano Recital 
 

Wanted:  There is a local piano teacher who would like to hold a 
piano recital here at Holy Cross. Our policy is that there needs to 
be a member sponsor – someone to give access, to be there 
during the event and lock up following the event. The recital would 
be a Sunday evening, April 14 or 21. If you would be willing to 
sponsor this, please contact the church office for contact 
information. 



Petitions and Prayers:  Through His Word, God teaches 
us how to pray, what to pray for, and what we can 
expect in prayer. 
 

Health concerns: 
 

      Lord Jesus, great is Your love and great is Your mercy. Grant 
those who are sick hearts that trust in Your promise never to leave 
them nor forsake them. Whether or not removing their suffering 
and restoring their health is Your will for their lives now, keep them 
in Your grace and strengthen their faith. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

 Jean Means (mother of Becky White) Congestive Heart Failure 
 McKinley Ford, daughter of Erica and Andy Olson, Is waiting on 

results from a bone marrow biopsy to address some bloodwork 
concerns. 

 Roger Frank (brother of Connie Mitchell) healed from infection. 
Pray that the chemotherapy treatment he is starting for his cancer 
works  

 Devon Hanson (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell) – mental 
health issues 

 Dillon (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell - health issues 
 Kathy, daughter of Helen and Joe Tabris, is recovering from 

surgery. Pray for healing and restored faith. 
 Mary (relative of Tabris’) pray for protection and wisdom for her 

family concerning special needs. 
 Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris –waiting for 

heart transplant 
 Jamie (is missing and has mental health issues) and young 

daughter Jade who has been adopted by family. Pray for the 
family’s salvation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
February 18, 2024 

 

“The state can punish offenders, but it can’t give birth to law-
abiding citizens. The state cannot love or nurture a child. It 
takes a family. A radical thought, that, but off limits in our public 
conversations swept clean of moral discourse. Pray that this 
will change.”  
 

James M. Kushiner, The Fellowship of St. James 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 



 
 
 
 

 

      

And a voice came from heaven,  
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased 

 

Mark 1:11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

    Faith > 

 
 
 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 
Check out  

The Lutheran Hour  
Sunday mornings at  

6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or 
 click on "Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Let your faith be bigger than your fear. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………... 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………… 9:25 a.m. 

Church Office………………………………………………………. 303-683-1300 

………………………………………………………………………. office@hclchr.org 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, cell……………………………. 303-908-3339 

…………………………………………………………. holycrosspastor@aol.com 

Website…………………………………………………………….. www.hclchr.org 

 

 
 

 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch 
 

Fear 

mailto:office@hclchr.org
mailto:holycrosspastor@aol.com

