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“Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Church Office…………………..………………………………..….303-683-1300 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Cell…..………..……………….303-908-3339                                             

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for the Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

      O almighty God, You demonstrated Your almighty power by 

creating heaven and earth out of nothing by virtue of Your mere 

Word:  You spoke, and it was!  You continue to demonstrate that 

power to us by maintaining the universe.  You, O God, our 

Father in Christ Jesus, love us and in Your holy Word give us 

many precious, astounding promises.  Strengthen our faith so 

that we not tremble in fear when great trouble or even death 

confronts us.  You who are almighty will stand behind Your 

promises to keep us safe until we are called home.  In the name 

of Jesus, the one who gave His life to give us life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 118:22–24; antiphon: v. 1 
 

 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 
 

The stone that the builders re- | jected* 

 has become the | cornerstone. 
 

This is the LORD’s | doing;* 

 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
 

This is the day that the | LORD has made;* 

 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men 

who killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, 

and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 5:1–7 
 

Let me sing for my beloved 

 my love song concerning his vineyard: 



My beloved had a vineyard 

 on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

 and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

and he looked for it to yield grapes, 

 but it yielded wild grapes. 
 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 

 and men of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard, 

 that I have not done in it? 

When I looked for it to yield grapes, 

 why did it yield wild grapes? 
 

And now I will tell you 

 what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

 and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

 and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 

 it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

 and briers and thorns shall grow up; 

I will also command the clouds 

 that they rain no rain upon it. 
 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

 is the house of Israel, 

and the men of Judah 

 are his pleasant planting; 

and he looked for justice, 

 but behold, bloodshed; 

for righteousness, 

 but behold, an outcry! 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Gradual Psalm 91:11; 103:1 
 

 
 

He will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and all that is within me, bless his | holy name! 
 

Epistle: Philippians 3:4b–14 
 

 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I 

have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, 

of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness, under the law blameless. But whatever gain I had, I 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as 

loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know 

him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means 

possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 

 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 

own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But 

one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

 

 



Alleluia and Verse 
 

                                                         

                                                                 John 20:31 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 [Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a 

house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a 

winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went 

into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent 

his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his 

servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again 

he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same 

to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 

my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 

inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard 

and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, 

what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put 

those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to 

other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone; 



this was the Lord’s doing, 

 and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who 

falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on 

anyone, it will crush him.” 

 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 

they perceived that he was speaking about them. And although 

they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because 

they held him to be a prophet. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

          dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
Sit 



912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone 

 

Sermon 

    “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful, Lord” 

    Text:  Isaiah 5:1-7 

 

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C     hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
(Please add your name to the red fellowship 
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



Closing Collect 
 

P Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it 

a word of power and peace to convert those not yet Your own 

and to confirm those who have come to saving faith. May 

Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to 

the lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, 

Your Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction                                                                     Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
540 Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV
®

 Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version
®

), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 



              

                       Assisting Elders:    
 

                8 a.m. – Steve White 
               10:30 a.m. – Joe Tabris 
 

Announcements 
 

 

 

 
 

       

  The LWML is having “Mite Box Sunday” 
TODAY and the second Sunday of every 
month. On these Sundays they have the big 
Mite Box in the narthex to gather free will 
offerings to support the mission projects they 
have selected to provide for this year. 

 
 
 
 

Season of Harvest Celebration 
 

     The fellowship committee is planning a Season of Harvest 
Celebration. It will be initiated on Sunday, October 22 with 
special snacks between services and end in November when 
we will enjoy “Turkey Bingo” (the date to be announced). 
     During this time we will be collecting food for the Help and 
Hope Center Food Pantry in Castle Rock serving Douglas and 
Elbert counties.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fear not, for I am with you; 
be not dismayed, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
 

Isaiah 41:10 

 

 

Help and Hope Center 

1638 Park Street 

Castle Rock, CO 80109 

303-688-1114 

https://www.helpandhopecenter.org 



 



 
 
 
 
 

 

We have been working with this neighborhood group for a 
few years.  Heart 2 Heart provides start-up goods for the 
homeless who are moving into their own housing.  This 
includes Veterans, sheltered families and battered women, 
and young people transitioning from foster care.  Other 
organizations find the housing and basic furniture, we 
provide the start-up needs. 
 

The organization was founded by our neighbor, Linda Garrity, 
about 10 years ago.  Caseworkers provide the names, ages, 
and needs of the families and a few of us “grandmas and 
grandpas” put together the orders for these families and load 
them into the cars for deliveries.   
 

Donations come in from our neighbors and from those who 
have heard about Heart 2 Heart through word of mouth.  
Additionally, we scour thrift stores and purchase some new 
items, especially toys for the kids.  One organization provides 
homemade quilts! 
 

Needed donations include lightly used bedding, towels, 
books, toys, kitchen items such as pots, pans, dishes, cups, 
mugs, glasses, silverware, coffeemakers (each Veteran gets 
one), plastic storage like Glad or Tupperware, baking dishes, 
spatulas, etc. We do not deal with food, furniture, or 
clothing.  However, we do purchase outfits for newborns, as 
no baby should leave the hospital in hand-me-down 
clothing. 
 

If you have something that you no longer need, you can bring 
your items to church and we will drop them off at Linda’s.  If 
you have any questions, please call me, Becky White, at 303-
506-8417.  Thank you. 
 

Steve and Becky White – 303-979-5978 

- a Non-Profit 
 



Petitions and Prayers:  We are confident that God hears 
and answers our prayers because of Christ, “our 
righteousness.” 
 

Health concerns: 
 

      Heavenly Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, bore our sicknesses 
and infirmities and “with His wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 
Give Your Holy Spirit to those who are sick so that they have 
confidence that You hear them when they cry out to You. If it be 
Your will, ease their pain and heal them. Assure them of Your love 
for them. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

 Kathy, daughter of Helen and Joe Tabris, is suffering with a rare 
esophagus disorder. Pray for her, those treating her, and salvation 
for her and her friend.  

 McKinley Ford, daughter of Erica and Andy Olson, is having doctor 
appointments trying to figure out the cause of a low white blood 
count and a resolution.  

 Becky Ryder is recovering from hip replacement surgery. 
 Paula Mayer is recovering from surgery for broken arm. Pray for 

healing and renewed strength. 
 Devon Hanson (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell) – mental 

health issues 
 Dillon (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell - health issues 
 Roger Frank (brother of Connie Mitchell) cancer 
 Mary (relative of Tabris’) pray for protection and wisdom for her 

family concerning special needs. 
 Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris –waiting for 

heart transplant 
 Jamie (is missing and has mental health issues) and young 

daughter Jade who has been adopted by family. Pray for the 
family’s salvation. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
October 8, 2023 

 

“These two choices are vastly different: to give birth to a child 
or to abort it. But one thing is the same: to choose Jesus is to 
choose life. For Jesus holds every life—even the tiniest—in the 
nail-scarred palm of His hand.”  
 

Rev. Gary Blobaum, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church,  
Oregon, Illinois 

A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 



Would you rather be 
spiritually right or 
politically correct? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      

Restore us, O God of hosts; 
let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 

Psalm 80:7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 
Check out  

The Lutheran Hour  
Sunday mornings at  

6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or 
 click on "Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Church Office………………………………………………………..303-683-1300 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, cell……………………………..303-908-3339 

Website………………………………………………………………www.hclchr.org 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 


