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The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in 

the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our 

Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but 

His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins 

and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set 

aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that 

they may show forth His death until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the 

Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. We thank you for 

respecting our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer for the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

     Holy Father, grant that, through the Holy Spirit, we may know 

that the true value of the Holy Scriptures lies in its message. The 

Bible is Your Word—Your ordinances and Your promises of 

salvation. May we, with the psalmist in Ps. 19:10 declare, “They are 

more precious than gold, much more than pure gold; they are 

sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.” Help us to trust 

that the teachings of the Bible meet our needs, especially the 

greatest need of all: to be at peace with You and to have Your 

promise of forgiveness of sins and of life eternal. Let us see that the 

Scriptures always bear witness to Your Son Jesus Christ, who, by His 

obedient life, death, resurrection, and ascension procured life, here 

and hereafter, for all people and conveys it to all who believe in Him. 

May we, having been shown the way to heaven in the Bible, use it to 

show us the right way to live in this world.  In the name of Jesus, 

who is our ascended, victorious King. Amen. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

690 Hope of the World 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as 

His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 105:39–43; antiphon: v. 1 
 

 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;* 

 make known his deeds among the | peoples! 
 

He spread a cloud for a | covering,* 

 and fire to give | light by night. 
 

They asked, and he | brought quail,* 

 and gave them bread from heaven in a- | bundance. 
 

He opened the rock, and water | gushed out;* 

 it flowed through the desert like a | river. 
 

For he remembered his holy | promise,* 

 and Abraham, his | servant. 
 

So he brought his people | out with joy,* 

 his chosen ones with | singing. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call up- | on his name;* 

 make known his deeds among the | peoples! 



Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, though we do not deserve Your goodness, 

still You provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant us 

Your Holy Spirit that we may acknowledge Your gifts, give 

thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing 

obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 



Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 55:1–5 
 

“Come, everyone who thirsts, 

 come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

 come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

 without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

 and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

 and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; 

 hear, that your soul may live; 

and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

 my steadfast, sure love for David. 

Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

 a leader and commander for the peoples. 

Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

 and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 

because of the LORD your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 

 for he has glorified you.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Romans 11:33, 36 
 

 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom  

and knowl- | edge of God!* 

 How unsearchable are his judgments  

    and how inscrutable | his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are | all things.* 

 To him be glory forever. | Amen. 

 

 

 



Epistle: Romans 9:1–5 
 

 I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience 

bears me witness in the Holy Spirit— that I have great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were 

accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my 

kinsmen according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them 

belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the 

law, the worship, and the promises. To them belong the patriarchs, 

and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ who is God 

over all, blessed forever. Amen. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

                                                         

                                                                 John 20:31 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 14:13–21 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 Now when Jesus heard [about the death of John], he withdrew 

from there in a boat to a desolate place by himself. But when the 

crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the towns. When 



he went ashore he saw a great crowd, and he had compassion on 

them and healed their sick. Now when it was evening, the disciples 

came to him and said, “This is a desolate place, and the day is now 

over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food 

for themselves.” But Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give 

them something to eat.” They said to him, “We have only five 

loaves here and two fish.” And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 

Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass, and taking 

the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven and said a 

blessing. Then he broke the loaves and gave them to the disciples, 

and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all ate and 

were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the broken 

pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand men, 

besides women and children. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 
 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

642 O Living Bread from Heaven 

 

Sermon 

    “God Over All” 

    Text:  Romans 9:1-5 
 

Stand 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C     hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
(Please add your name to the red fellowship 
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  

 T T T 
Stand 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 

so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 

thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 

reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and singing: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 



 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 

and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 

them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your 

great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving 

tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 

for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we 

may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 

come to us in His body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                     Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
Sit 



Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

628 Your Table I Approach 
 

684 Come unto Me, Ye Weary 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



              

                       Assisting Elders:    
 

                8 a.m. – Scott Schlapkohl 
               10:30 a.m. – Andy Olson 
 

Benediction                                                                     Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
697 Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Announcements 
 

 

 

 
 

    

Matthew 14:17–18 – “They said to him, ‘We have only five loaves 

here and two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to me.’” The five 

loaves and two fish were all that the disciples had. But when they 

handed them over to the Lord, the multitudes were fed. Apart from 

Jesus, all we do and all we have comes to nothing. But in Jesus, the 

Lord blesses all we do and all we have for His gracious work. 



July/August 
Mission Project 

     For the months of July 
and August, we are 
introducing  a local Denver 

based organization formerly known as Street’s Hope. They are now 
called Voluntad (/bolun’tad/ - referring to free will.)  
 

Voluntad: The ability to choose with freedom and dignity 
 

Street’s Hope/Voluntad provides survivor-informed services to 
support and empower survivors of all forms of human trafficking. 
Street’s Hope/Voluntad works to bring awareness and education 
to our community in the fight against exploitation and human 
trafficking. We envision a world where all people can choose the 
direction of their own lives, free from exploitation. 

Pick up a card from the table in the narthex  
for more information. 

 
 

Voluntad.org  |  720-420-9951  |  Admin@Voluntad.org 
 

 
 

 

Who took your place? 
 

      One day, a man went to visit a church. He got there 
early, parked his car and got out. Another car pulled up near 
and the driver got out and said, “I always park there! You 
took my place!” The visitor went inside for Sunday School, 
found an empty seat and sat down. A young lady from the 
church approached and stated, “That’s my seat! You took my 
place! The visitor was somewhat distressed by this rude 
welcome, but said nothing. After Sunday School, the visitor 
went into the sanctuary and sat down. Another member 
walked up to him and said, “That’s where I always sit! You 
took my place!” The visitor was even more troubled by this 
treatment, but still He said nothing. 
      Later, as the congregation was praying for Christ to 
dwell among them, the visitor stood up, and his appearance 
began to change. Horrible scars became visible on his hands 
and on his sandaled feet. Someone from the congregation 
noticed him and called out, “What happened to you?” The 
visitor replied, as his hat became a crown of thorns and a 
tear fell from his eye, “I took your place.” 

 



Reflections for Friday, August 4, 2023 
A Higher Things Content Production 

www.higherthings.org 
 

Today’s Reading: Galatians 5:1-15 
Daily Lectionary: 1 Samuel 1:1-20, Galatians 5:1-26 
 

    For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 

not submit again to a yoke of slavery…For you were called to 

freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an 

opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one 

another.  (Galatians 5:1, 13) 
 

      In the Name T of Jesus. Amen. There is a lot going on in 
Galatians 5. St. Paul is angry to the point of throwing things, he’s 
so mad about how the Galatian Christians act in response to 
God’s Word and outside influences that he can’t even see straight. 
He can’t believe that people who have heard the sweet words of 
the Gospel can so quickly return to trying to earn salvation under 
the Law. 
      Freedom in the Gospel is primary, here. Don’t think you need 
to live under the fear of the Law once you have been recreated in 
Christ through baptism. It is easy to think that if you just followed 
all the right rules in all the right ways, that life would be awesome 
and you’d have no problems because you were following the 
script handed down from above. 
      The problem is, sinners get in the way of that perfect plan. 
Satan, the world, and your own sinful flesh causes everything to 
flip upside down, and all of a sudden you are trying to please God 
by following a checklist instead of receiving His good and gracious 
gifts. 
      And that’s why St. Paul urges you to stand firm in the freedom 
of the Gospel. But see that freedom as a way to love those around 
you, not to just go crazy and do whatever you want and say, “it’s 
fine, Jesus forgives me!” 
      The Christian life is a life of loving God with every fiber of your 
being and your neighbor as yourself. That means living a life that 
honors your neighbors because they need to know the love of 
God as much as you do. 
      Freedom in Christ isn’t living for yourself. It isn’t trying to get 
the most out of life at the expense of others. It is living the life God 
our Father has given you, a life lived in love for those around you, 
and in you receiving the love of others for you, too. In the Name + 
of Jesus. Amen. 

http://www.higherthings.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A1-15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+1%3A1-20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A1-26&version=ESV


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Petitions and Prayers:  The wonderful assurance for you 
in prayer is grounded in and motivated by hearing and 
learning God’s Word. 
 

Health concerns: 
 

        Heavenly Father, as You sent Your Son to be with us in 
times of illness and pain, we beseech You to bring healing to 
those who are ill as best suits Your will. Bless the efforts of their 
doctors, surgeons, and health care workers to facilitate their return 
to health. Keep Your holy angels around them in their times of 
worry and pain. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

 Joy Pinkston is recovering from knee replacement surgery  
 Devon Hanson (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell) – 

mental health issues 
 Dillon (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell - health issues 
 Roger Frank (brother of Connie Mitchell) cancer 
 Mary (relative of Tabris’) pray for protection and wisdom for her 

family concerning special needs. 
 Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris –waiting 

for heart transplant 
 Jamie (is missing and has mental health issues) and young 

daughter Jade (is being adopted by family in Colorado) 
 

*We give thanks, O Lord, for the servants You have appointed to 
govern our nation for the common good of its citizens. May they be 
willing to preserve peace in our land by the armed forces of our 
nation. We give thanks for those who have served in our armed 
forces, especially those who have given their lives to allow us to 
enjoy the blessings of security and peace. We pray, dear Jesus, that 
You will always be the refuge of our nation and its citizens. Amen. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
August 6, 2023 

 

“‘Be as patient with others as you know God is with you. In so 
doing, you will be keeping your head in all circumstances’ (2 
Timothy 4:5). You will find the resolve to remain calm and 
patient, even though ideologically you may become incensed. 
Theologically, you know what it means to be the object of 
perfect love. Let Christ be your role model.”  
 

Rev. Robert Fleischmann, Director of Christian Life Resource 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 



 
 
 
 

 

      

For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we died, we die to the Lord. So 
then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s 

 

Romans 14:8 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 
Check out  

The Lutheran Hour  
Sunday mornings at  

6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or 
 click on "Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Church Office………………………………………………………..303-683-1300 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, cell……………………………..303-908-3339 

Website………………………………………………………………www.hclchr.org 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

God made 

the world. 

He gets to 

make the rules. 


