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     When he saw the crowds, he had 
compassion for them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd. 

 

Matthew 9:36 



 

 

 
 

The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 

June 18, 2023                                          8:00 and 10:30 AM  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 

eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who 

trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the 

Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. We thank you for 

respecting our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer for the Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 

      Heavenly Father, help us to be on our guard each day lest we 

succumb to the devil’s temptations and thus find ourselves alienated 

from Your fatherly love for us. May we turn to Your Word for 

guidance and strength when jealousy, ingratitude, resentment, and 

criticism crop up in our sinful hearts and minds and spill over into 

our actions and words, especially toward the lost and broken-

hearted. Let us remember that the only reason any of us is a child of 

Yours is because of Your undeserved love for us in Christ; without 

Your grace we would all be lost eternally. As we remember Your 

grace to us, may our hearts be filled with the same forgiving and 

accepting love toward others that You have for us. Grant that, as we 

reflect on Your lavish forgiving love in Christ to all people, we find 

joy in every lost sinner who is found.  In the name of Jesus, the name 

that saves. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

586 Preach You the Word 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 67:4–7; antiphon: v. 3 
 

 
 

Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 

 let all the peoples | praise you! 
 

Let the nations be glad and | sing for joy,* 

 for you judge the peoples with equity  

    and guide the nations up- | on earth. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 

 let all the peoples | praise you! 
 

The earth has yielded its | increase;* 

 God, our God, shall | bless us. 
 

God shall | bless us;* 

 let all the ends of the earth | fear him! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Let the peoples praise you, | O God;* 

 let all the peoples | praise you! 

 



Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty, eternal God, in the Word of Your apostles and 

prophets You have proclaimed to us Your saving will. Grant us 

faith to believe Your promises that we may receive eternal 

salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 19:2–8 
 

 [The people of Israel] set out from Rephidim and came into the 

wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There 

Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to 

God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus 

you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: 

You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I 

bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now 

therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, 

you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all 

the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and 

a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 

people of Israel.” 

 So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set 

before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. 

All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has 

spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people 

to the LORD. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Our Father, by Whose Name (LSB 863) 

       Sung by Henry Allan 

 

Gradual Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b 
 

 
 

Great is the LORD, and greatly | to be praised,* 

 and his greatness is un- | searchable. 

On your wondrous works, I will | meditate,* 

 and I will declare your | greatness. 

 

Epistle: Romans 5:6–15 
 

 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us. Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, 

much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if 

while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of 

his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved 

by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 

death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all 

sinned— for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, 

but sin is not counted where there is no law. Yet death reigned 

from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like 

the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to 

come. 

 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through 

one man’s trespass, much more have the grace of God and the 

free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for 

many. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 



Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 9:35—10:20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth and 

tenth chapters. 
  

 
  

 Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in 

their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and 

healing every disease and every affliction. When he saw the 

crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed 

and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 

disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 

therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into his harvest.” 

 And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them 

authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every 

disease and every affliction. The names of the twelve apostles are 

these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 

James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and 

Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the 

son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Cananaean, and Judas 

Iscariot, who betrayed him. 

 These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere 

among the Gentiles and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go 

rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And proclaim as you 

go, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise 

the dead, cleanse lepers, cast out demons. You received without 

paying; give without pay. Acquire no gold nor silver nor copper for 

your belts, no bag for your journey, nor two tunics nor sandals nor 

a staff, for the laborer deserves his food. And whatever town or 



village you enter, find out who is worthy in it and stay there until 

you depart. As you enter the house, greet it. And if the house is 

worthy, let your peace come upon it, but if it is not worthy, let your 

peace return to you. And if anyone will not receive you or listen to 

your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that 

house or town. Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the 

day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for 

that town. 

 “Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, 

so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. Beware of men, for 

they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their 

synagogues, and you will be dragged before governors and kings 

for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles. When 

they deliver you over, do not be anxious how you are to speak or 

what you are to say, for what you are to say will be given to you in 

that hour. For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

speaking through you.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion 

 

Sermon 

    “True Compassion” 

    Text:  Matthew 9:35—10:20 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 



  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C     hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 



Offering 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 

evermore praising You and singing: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 



Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Distribution 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

561 The Tree of Life 
 

834 O God, O Lord of Heaven and Earth 
 

Stand 
 

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
 

 

 

 

 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
827 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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      As one of our chosen 
Mission Projects for May 
and June 2023 we are 

collecting items for the Alternatives Pregnancy Center 
(Denver).  Below is a list or requested items that they need. Place 
your items in the container on the table in the narthex. 
  

ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW 
* Items needed the most   

  

* Toiletries—baby shampoo, body wash and lotion  
* 3 – 12 month Onesies 
* 6 – 12 month Outfits 
* Hooded towels 
* Baby wash cloths 
* Baby wipes 
* Burp cloths 
* Bibs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Teethers/rattles 
* Baby toys 
* Baby books 
Infant mittens 
Baby hats (knit of cotton) 
Pacifiers 
Bottles 

 

Portals of Prayer for  

July-September 2023 are out! 
 

     Pick up your copy from the table in the narthex.  We have 

digest size copies if you need larger print. These are a great 

resource to use in your daily devotions! 
 

Voters’ Assembly 
Sunday 

June 25, at 9 am 
(between services) 

 

Prayerfully consider 
serving on a board or 
as an officer. Contact 

Greg Allan.  

Voters’ 
Assembly 



Petitions and Prayers:  God’s promise-filled Word 
teaches us to confidently come to our heavenly Father in 
prayer—at all times and under all circumstances! 
 

Health concerns: 
 

    Dear Lord Jesus, Your promises are ever before our eyes. 
Bring healing to those who are ill if it be Your will for their lives. 
Stay with them in this time of infirmity, blessing them with Your 
peace. Thank You that we can pray in Your name. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
 

 Jenny, Paul and unborn daughter Ivy who has a heart defect and 
will need surgery upon birth (family friends of Marie McQuarrie) 

 Devon Hanson (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell) – mental 
health issues 

 Dillon (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell - health issues 
 Roger Frank (brother of Connie Mitchell) cancer 
 Mary (relative of Tabris’) pray for protection and wisdom for her 

family concerning special needs. 
 Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris –waiting 

for heart transplant 
 Jamie (is missing and has mental health issues) and young 

daughter Jade (is being adopted by family in Colorado) 
 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

*Holy God, we offer a prayer of thanksgiving that because You 
turned a deaf ear to Your Son as He hung on the cross, He can 
turn a gracious ear to us. Jesus suffered the depths of woe so that 
we could have the height of forgiveness. We pray in the name of 
Jesus who gives us reason to praise and thank You. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
June 18, 2023 

 

“Have confidence in God. Jesus Christ died for you, and Jesus 
Christ lives for you … By faith in Christ, enjoy real life without 
that constant covetousness which makes life a living hell for so 
many people. By faith in Christ, know once and for all what this 
means: A man’s real life in no way depends upon the number 
of his possessions. A man’s life does not consist of the 
abundance of the things he possesses.”  
 

Rev. Dr. Oswald Hoffman, Guest Speaker on “The Lutheran Hour” 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 



 
 
 
 

 

      

For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever, 
and his faithfulness to all generations. 

 

Psalm 100:5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 
Check out  

The Lutheran Hour  
Sunday mornings at  

6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or 
 click on "Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Church Office………………………………………………………..303-683-1300 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, cell……………………………..303-908-3339 

Website………………………………………………………………www.hclchr.org 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

God will never… 
1. Let you down 
2. Give you up 
3. Desert you 


