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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the Third Wednesday in Lent

Heavenly Father, throughout these forty days of Lent, draw us
ever closer to You. Help us lay aside the sins that cling so closely
and run with endurance the race that is before us, looking to Jesus
Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith. As we have been
made one with Him through Baptism, empower us to share the
good news of Your grace with others. Through Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

(Please add your name to the red fellowship
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)
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The Litany
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O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

hear us.

God the Father in heaven,
have mercy.

God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.

God the Holy Spirit,

have mercy.

Be gracious to us.

Spare us, good Lord.

Be gracious to us.

Help us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil
death;

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from
sedition and from rebellion;

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water;
and from everlasting death:

Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity;

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and
bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious
death and burial;

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming
of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:

Help us, good Lord.

In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the
hour of death; and in the day of judgment:

Help us, good Lord.
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We poor sinners implore You

to hear us, O Lord.

To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all
pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge

and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain
them in holy living;

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into
the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived;

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into
Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace
and Spirit:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and
to comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land
from discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in

every time of need;

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless
and protect our magistrates and all our people;

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and
tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel;

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant
children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all
orphans and widows and provide for them;

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to
free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn
their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits
of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers:

We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,

we implore You to hear us.

Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.



Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.

O Christ,

hear us.

O Lord,

have mercy.

O Christ,

have mercy.

O Lord,

have mercy. Amen.

Lent Versicles
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(L) Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A~ men.
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Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our sal - va - tion.



Psalmody

Psalm 130
Spoken Responsively

Out of the depths
| cry to you, O LORD!
O Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy!

If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?

But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.

| wait for the LORD, my soul waits,
and in his word | hope;

my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

O Israel, hope in the LORD!
For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.

A

Scripture Readings

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 12:1-9

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that | will show you. And | will



make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. | will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.
Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. And
Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their
possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they had
acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.
When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the
Canaanites were in the land. Then the LORD appeared to Abram and
said, "To your offspring | will give this land.” So he built there an altar
to the LORD, who had appeared to him. From there he moved to the
hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on
the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD
and called upon the name of the LORD. And Abram journeyed on, still
going toward the Negeb.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

440 Jesus, | Will Ponder Now

Epistle Reading: Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. For what does the
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness.” Now to the one who works, his wages are not
counted as a gift but as his due. And to the one who does not work
but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness, just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to
whom God counts righteousness apart from works:

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his

n

sin. ...

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be
heir of the world did not come through the law but through the



righteousness of faith. For if it is the adherents of the law who are to
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. For the law brings
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the
adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of
Abraham, who is the father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you
the father of many nations"—in the presence of the God in whom he
believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Reading: John 3:1-17

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler
of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “"Rabbi,
we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do
these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him,
“Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb
and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that | said to you, 'You must be born
again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but
you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not
understand these things? Truly, truly, | say to you, we speak of what
we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not
receive our testimony. If | have told you earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if | tell you heavenly things? No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the
Son of Man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.



"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory
Lent Psalm 51:14; Psalm 59:1; Psalm 141:8
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1 Deliver me, O Lord,my God, for You are
the Godof my sal - va - tion.
2 In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
3 Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are
the God of my sal - va - tion.
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Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me
from those who rise a - gainst me.

607 From Depths of Woe | Cry to Thee

Sermon
“Out of the Depths”
Text: Psalm 130
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and the lifting up of my hands as the eve - ning sac - ri - fice.



Magnificat Luke 1:46-55
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might-y from their thrones and hasex - alt-ed the low - ly.
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and the rich He has sent emp -ty a - way.
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as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for-ev-er.
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as it was inthe be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev - er. A-men.
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Offering — There is an offering plate on a stand in the back of the
sanctuary to collect offerings following the service.

Prayer

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22
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Pl The Lord be with you.
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And with your spir - it.
Collect of the Day

P] O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all
who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with
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penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the
unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

fH
A

5T

E

Let us bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all.

438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth
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Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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