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The Second Sunday after the Epiphany
January 15, 2023

God is faithful, by
whom you were called
into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

1 Corinthians 1:9
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Prayer for the Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Lord Jesus Christ, the Light of the world, help us to follow You so
that we never walk in darkness but ever have You guiding us. As
men were led by the brightness of Your light to come and worship
You, illumine our hearts so that the veil of darkness and death is
lifted from our eyes enabling us to see the salvation of our God. O
Lord Jesus, use this blessed Epiphany season to help us see Your
glory, the glory of the only-begotten of the Father, that we may
share God's grace and truth with those whose lives we touch. May
Your Spirit bestow on us the desire to support, with our gifts and
prayers, the missions to people everywhere who have not seen Your
light. O Lord Jesus, may Yours be the kingdom and the power and
the glory forever and ever. Amen.

== The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this

Kd" congregation in the confession and glad confidence

& _—={_ 575, that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not

ey only bread and wine but His very body and blood to

eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union

with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His table those who

trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death
until He comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood
unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar,
any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession differing from
that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,
and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the
Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. We thank you for
respecting our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper.



Confession and Absolution

405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Absolution [John 20:19-23]

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 19:1-4a, b; antiphon: v. 14
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Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,*
O LorD, my rock and my re- | deemer.

The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.

Day to day | pours out speech,*
and night to night reveals | knowledge.

There is no speech, nor | are there words,*
whose voice | is not heard.

Their measuring line goes out through all the earth,
and their words to the end | of the world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation
of my heart be acceptable | in your sight,*
O LorD, my rock and my re- | deemer.



Kyrie Mark 10:47
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12-13; 19:5-9
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.
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hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are His. Refrain
join in the hymn of all cre - a - tion:  Stanza 4
God and the Lamb for-ev-er A - men. Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.




Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
Py |

And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, who governs all things in
heaven and on earth, mercifully hear the prayers of Your
people and grant us Your peace through all our days; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7

Listen to me, O coastlands,
and give attention, you peoples from afar.
The LORD called me from the womb,
from the body of my mother he named my name.
He made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow;
in his quiver he hid me away.
And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”
But | said, "I have labored in vain;
| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my right is with the LORD,
and my recompense with my God."

And now the LORD says,
he who formed me from the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him;



and that Israel might be gathered to him—
for | am honored in the eyes of the LORD,
and my God has become my strength—
he says:
"It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to bring back the preserved of Israel;
| will make you as a light for the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”

Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation,
the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise;
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves;
because of the LORD, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8
*
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Praise the LORD, all | nations!*

Extol him, all | peoples!
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.
Ascribe to the LoRbD the glory | due his name;*

bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus,
and our brother Sosthenes,

To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those sanctified in
Christ Jesus, called to be saints together with all those who in
every place call upon the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their
Lord and ours:



Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were
enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that you
are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: John 1:29-42a
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.
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The next day [John] saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!
This is he of whom | said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before
me, because he was before me.’ | myself did not know him, but for
this purpose | came baptizing with water, that he might be
revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit
descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. | myself
did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said
to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is



he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And | have seen and have
borne witness that this is the Son of God.”

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples,
and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the
Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and said to
them, "What are you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi”
(which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them,
“Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was
staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the
tenth hour. One of the two who heard John speak and followed
Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah”
(which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus.

P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

402 The Only Son from Heaven

Sermon
“God Is Faithful”
Text: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Nicene Creed

| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,



God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped
and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life ' of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayer:
(P]  Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sit

Offering
(Please add your name to the red fellowship
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)

Stand



Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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Service of the Sacrament
SHN RS

Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the
inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.
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Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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(P The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface

(P} It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for
what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In
Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You
have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You
and singing:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for
us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg
You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your
Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink
His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers;
deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;
Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini John 20:19

(P) The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
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A - men.

Agnus Dei John 1:29
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world; have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

Sit
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Personal prayer before Communing

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation | come to Your table to eat
and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to
receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to
the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

&
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Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament

Almighty and everlasting God, | thank and praise You for feeding
me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.
Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy
Sacrament, | may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine
grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal;
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives
702 My Faith Looks Up to Thee

Stand
Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1-3, 42-43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8-10]
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Post-Communion Collect

P) Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your
mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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A -  men

409 Hail, O Source of Every Blessing

Soli Deo Gloria!

(To God alone be the glory.)

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting One from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy
Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing
ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House.



Announcements

il Assisting Elders:

_I ~  8a.m. — Scott Schlapkohl
10:30 a.m. — Andy Olson

Thank you to everyone who so kindly sent me cards
and offered encouragement and prayers for a healthy
recovery. You are so very appreciated. You meant for
me to receive a blessing and in turn you also received a
blessing for your loving, caring compassion.

Marie McQuarrie

“The beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by Him”
(Deuteronomy 33:12a NKJV).

Blessed Lord Jesus hear our prayer on behalf of Dan

and Sue Ebert and their family as they mourn the

passing of their son Matthew on Wednesday, January 11. Thank

you, Jesus, that when Matthew walked through death’s dark valley,

You not only were with him but you led him to the eternal

pastures of heaven. May your Holy Spirit continue to strengthen
the Ebert family until you call them home. Amen.

Dan and Sue Ebert are former members of Holy Cross.
They now live in Missouri.

God loves you
whether you
like it or not.

g Please check the Sunday Greeter schedule,
I ' |§‘ posted on the bulletin board, to find out when
L‘%; ~ you're scheduled to serve. Thank you!



Petitions and Prayers: Prayer is placing trust in God,
pouring our hearts out to Him, knowing that He is able “to '\ |
deliver us” in times of distress and trouble. %

Health concerns:

Dear Jesus, Great Physician of body and soul, hear our prayer for
those who are sick. Be for them the grace sufficient for them in this
time of suffering. Remind them that in their weakness Your power is
being brought to perfection. If it be Your will, bring healing to these
people, even as we anticipate the ultimate healing in the joys of
heaven. Amen.

Please keep the following in your prayers:

- Kathy Harrington’s sister, Barbara, in Hospice

- Devon Hanson (grandson of Connie and Terry Mitchell) — mental

health issues

- Roger Frank (brother of Connie Mitchell) cancer

- Julie Ann Zamora recovering from shoulder surgery

- Mary (relative of Tabris’) pray for protection and wisdom for her

family concerning special needs.

- Angela (single mother in lllinois) friend of Helen Tabris should

officially be on heart transplant list soon

- Jamie (is missing and has mental health issues) and young daughter

Jade (is being adopted by family in Colorado)

Prayer of intercession:

Father, You made this world and filled it abundantly with living things.
Most precious of all, You created human life. From the smallest baby
to the largest adult, not matter our background, ethnicity, or wealth,
we are all vitally important to You. Help our world become a place
that values all life, just as You didi when You sent Your Son so that
our lives could be preserved eternally. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life
January 15, 2023

“Christians are to love their neighbors, including the unborn ...
(Proverbs 24:11, 29:8-9) ... This means we can and ought to
pray for the unborn, for women who have the choice of
preserving or ending the life of their unborn child, for women
who have had abortions and who need forgiveness in Christ—
freely given through faith, for abortion doctors who are directly
responsible for killing these children, and for our governing
officials.”

Pastor David Thompson, St. Timothy Lutheran Church, Lombard, lllinois
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org




“My grace is sufficient for you,
for My power is made perfect in weakness.”
2 Corinthians 12:9

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod)
9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

Sunday Worship Services........c.cccovuvueuneene. 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Bible Classes and Sunday School..........cccoviieiinnnnnee 9:25 a.m.
Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office 303-683-1300
303-470-0165

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!
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The Lutheran Hour E 'E
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6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or . |
or and click on "Listen Now"
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Check us out and Like us at

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook.
|& Like _
facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch.
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Mercy: Not giving us what

we do deserve. Mercy.i-r



