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     And [Abram] believed 
the Lord, and he counted 
it to him as righteousness. 

 

Genesis 15:6 



 

 

 

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

August 7, 2022                                         8:00 and 10:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 

eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who 

trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the 

Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. We thank you for 

respecting our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer for the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

     God, source of all that is good, may we never neglect Your love! 

Grant that we meditate on it, talk to You about it, and ask You to 

remind us of it in the hard times that are a part of life and in the 

times of joy You grant. May You nourish our love for You as we 

spend time in Your Word. Let us continue to study the Scriptures 

and allow the Holy Spirit to open our minds and our understanding 

of the Christ they preach. Grant that our study of the Old Testament 

cast its light on the New Testament and that the prophets and 

evangelists open our understanding of the Law, the Prophets, and 

the Psalms. By Your grace, with joy and confidence, we will see that 

our faith in Jesus Christ, Your crucified and resurrected Son, is the 

only true faith there is. We come before You in the name of Jesus, 

who has all power at His command. Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

728 How Firm a Foundation 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as 

His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 147:8–11; antiphon: v. 7 
 

 
 

Sing to the LORD with thanks- | giving;* 

 make melody to our God | on the lyre! 
 

He covers the heavens with clouds;  

he prepares rain | for the earth;* 

 he makes grass grow | on the hills. 
 

He gives to the | beasts their food,* 

 and to the young ravens | that cry. 
 

His delight is not in the strength | of the horse,* 

 nor his pleasure in the legs | of a man, 
 

but the LORD takes pleasure in those who | fear him,* 

 in those who hope in his | steadfast love. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Sing to the LORD with thanks- | giving;* 

 make melody to our God | on the lyre! 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as 

Your people who offer acceptable service. Grant that we may 

walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal 

life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Genesis 15:1–6 
 

 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 

vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 

very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, 



for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 

Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 

offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And 

behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be 

your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought 

him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, 

if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall 

your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to 

him as righteousness. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
 

 
 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 
 

Epistle: Hebrews 11:1–16 
 

 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of 

things not seen. For by it the people of old received their 

commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was 

created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made 

out of things that are visible. 

 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than 

Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God 

commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, 

though he died, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so 

that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God 

had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as 

having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please 

him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 

exists and that he rewards those who seek him. By faith Noah, 

being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent 

fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he 

condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness 

that comes by faith. 



 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a 

place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, 

not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the 

land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and 

Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking 

forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and 

builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, 

even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful 

who had promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as 

dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and 

as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

 These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, 

but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 

acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 

For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a 

homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they 

had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it 

is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore 

God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for 

them a city. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

                                                         

                                                                 John 20:31 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel: Luke 12:22–34 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 [Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be 

anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, 

what you will put on. For life is more than food, and the body 

more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor 

reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 

them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And which 

of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? If 

then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you 

anxious about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 

neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory 

was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass, 

which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into the 

oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And 

do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be 

worried. For all the nations of the world seek after these things, 

and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his 

kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give 

you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. 

Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 

treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief 

approaches and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, 

there will your heart be also.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 



 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 

666 O Little Flock, Fear Not the Foe 

 

Sermon 

    “Abraham Believed the Lord” 

    Text:  Genesis 15:1-6 

 
Stand 



Prayer of the Church 

    After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C     hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Stand 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 

so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 

thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 



eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 

reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and singing: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 

and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 

them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your 

great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving 

tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 

for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we 

may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 

come to us in His body and blood. 



Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer                                                                    Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

Pax Domini 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 



Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Distribution 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



724 If God Himself Be for Me 
 

720 We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight 

 
Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction                                                                      Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

828 We Are Called to Stand Together 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
 

 

 
 

Acknowledgments 

Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV
®

 Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version
®

), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 



              

                       Assisting Elders:    
 

                8 a.m. – Andy Olson 
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Announcements 
 

 

 

 

 
      

 

 

     Each number stands for a letter of the alphabet. Write the 
correct letter in the blank to find the coded words and phrase. 



HOLY CROSS CHURCH PICNIC 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 - 11:00 AM 

 

FELLOWSHIP, FOOD, AND FUN GAMES! 
 

ONLY COST:  Canned good(s) for the local food bank! 

 

MENU  
“Walking Taco Bar” 

Drinks 

Desserts 

 

What’s a “Walking Taco?” 
 

1. Grab you individual bag of Doritos, Nacho chips, or 
Corn chips. 

2. Crush your chips in the bag. 
3. Slice open the bag  along the side to use it as the bowl. 

(We will also provide plates for those who prefer their taco  
  salad that way!) 

4. Add your favorite meat and toppings:  taco 
hamburger/shredded chicken and extras - beans, 
cheese, salsa, lettuce, tomatoes, sour cream, etc. 

5. Grab your drink, a fork and napkin and join your friends 
and family.  

 

GAMES 
 

Corn Hole, Giant Jenga, Golf Pitching/Putting contests, and more! 
 

REMINDER:  On this day, there will be only  

one service at 10 AM.   

Sunday School/Adult Bible Study will be held at 9:00 AM. 

 



 

     The Lord is my strength and my shield; in 
him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart 
exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 
 

Psalm 28:7 



Petitions and Prayers:  When we pray, Jesus appears 
“in the presence of God for us.” 
 

Health concerns: 
 

     Dear Jesus, You are the Great Physician. You took our flesh 
upon Yourself: You know our weaknesses because You bore 
them on the cross. We pray that You would deliver those with 
illnesses and afflictions. Likewise, enable them to believe that 
Your grace is sufficient for them in all circumstances. Thank You 
that we can look to You for hope and healing. Amen. 
  

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Mary (relative of Tabris’) pray for protection and wisdom for her 

family concerning special needs. 
- Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris who is 

waiting to get on the heart transplant list. 
- Jamie (is missing and has mental health issues) and young daughter 

Jade (is being adopted by family in Colorado) 
- Julie Ann Zamora – on-going health issues 

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

A Prayer for Those Persecuted for the Faith 
*Holy Spirit, by whose power the children of God confess their 
faith even in the face of persecution, do not forsake our brothers 
and sister facing such tribulation. Give them the strength to carry 
the cross that is theirs and grant them certainty that theirs is the 
crown of life. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
August 7, 2022 

“God’s Son began His life weak and helpless, laid in a feeding 
trough. He began His ministry weak and tempted, vulnerable in 
the desert. In a weakened state from the scourging, Jesus died 
on the cross, making you right with God, filling you with His 
strength. And when God supplies your strength, you are strong, 
indeed.”  
 

Marie MacPherson, author 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

     For the wages of sin is death, but the 
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

Romans 6:23 



 
 

      

 
 

 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for,  

the conviction of things not seen. 

Hebrews 11:1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or 
or and click on "Listen Now" 

anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 


