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PRAYER FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

   O Jesus, our Good Shepherd, You see us, Your sheep, as frightened 
and alone, as tired and lonely. You became one of us. You, the Son 
of God, came to find us. You stood between us and Satan on the 
bloody hill of Calvary. As death clamped its jaws around Your heart, 
You suffered alone, abandoned by Your Father, so that we could live 
forever safe in the Father’s family. Now You live to ever nourish and 
defend us. You, our Good Shepherd, care for us—soul and body—in 
Your Word, at Your altar, directly and through other people. We 
thank You for those who serve us in Your name:  those people You 
use to touch, heal, restore, and strengthen us. We pray that all those 
who work in Your name remain faithful, having, by Your grace, hearts 
quick to hear and obey Your voice. Thank You, heavenly Father, for 
the comfort You have given us in “the Shepherd [who] dies for the 
sheep who love to wander.” Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now  
 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all 
of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Entrance Hymn 
 

    901 Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty  
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from 
death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit that 
when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who 
calls us each by name and follow where He leads; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 



First Reading: Acts 4:1–12  
 As [Peter and John] were speaking to the people, the priests and 

the captain of the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 
greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 
proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they 
arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was 
already evening. But many of those who had heard the word believed, 
and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered 
together in Jerusalem, with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and 
John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. And 
when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power 
or by what name did you do this?” Then Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being 
examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by 
what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you 
and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by 
him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that 
was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 
And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual 
 

    710 The Lord's My Shepherd, I'll Not Want  
 

Epistle: 1 John 3:16–24  
By this we know love, that [Jesus] laid down his life for us, and we 

ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the 
world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart 
against him, how does God’s love abide in him? Little children, let us 
not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 

By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our 
heart before him; for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater 
than our heart, and he knows everything. Beloved, if our heart does 
not condemn us, we have confidence before God; and whatever we 



ask we receive from him, because we keep his commandments and 
do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, that we believe in 
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has 
commanded us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in him, 
and he in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the 
Spirit whom he has given us. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 10:11–18 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 
  

 
  

[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down his life for the sheep. He who is a hired hand and not a 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay 
down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of 
this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So 
there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves 
me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority 
to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I 
have received from my Father.” 
  



P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Apostles' Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 
 



709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  
 

Sermon 
        “Our Good Shepherd” 

    Text:  See the Holy Gospel Reading 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Offering 
(Please add your name to the red fellowship 
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
   After each portion of the prayer: 

 
 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer.  
 



Lord's Prayer 
 

    958 Our Father Who Art in Heaven - IIa  
 

Collect 
  

P  Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for 
our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest them that, by patience and comfort of Your 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope 
of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 

 
 

Salutation and Benedicamus 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 

 

 
 
 

475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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   I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 

                                      John 10:14-15 


