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Jesus said, “No one who puts his hand to
the Plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom
of God.”

Lul«: 9:62




The Third Sunday after Pentecost
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Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office 303-683-1300
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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the Third Sunday after Pentecost

Heavenly Father, help us to be on our guard each day lest we
succumb to the devil's temptations and thus find ourselves
alienated from Your fatherly love for us. May we turn to Your Word
for guidance and strength when jealousy, ingratitude, resentment,
and criticism crop up in our sinful hearts and minds and spill over
into our actions and words, especially toward the lost and broken-
hearted. Let us remember that the only reason any of us is a child
of Yours is because of Your undeserved love for us in Christ;
without Your grace we would all be lost eternally. As we remember
Your grace to us, may our hearts be filled with the same forgiving
and accepting love toward others that You have for us. Grant that,
as we reflect on Your lavish forgiving love in Christ to all people, we
find joy in every lost sinner who is found. In the name of Jesus, the
name that saves. Amen.




Confession and Absolution

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

(P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God'’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

(P] Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Absolution [John 20:19-23]

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 85:8-10, 13; antiphon: v. 7

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.

Let me hear what God the | LorD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints;
but let them not turn back to | folly.

Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.

Steadfast love and faith- | fulness meet;*
righteousness and peace kiss each | other.

Righteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.



Kyrie Mark 10:47
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
o)
[ A ]
lenP—— F—— !
Cy— ol P —

and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

A - men.

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.

Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,

in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P) The Lord be with you.
Py |

And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good
things, graft into our hearts the love of Your name and
nourish us with all goodness that we may love and serve our
neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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Old Testament Reading: 1 Kings 19:9b-21

Behold, the word of the LORD came to [Elijah], and he said to
him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “l have been very
jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of Israel
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword, and |, even | only, am left, and they
seek my life, to take it away.” And he said, “Go out and stand on
the mount before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD passed by, and
a great and strong wind tore the mountains and broke in pieces
the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. And
after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not
in the fire. And after the fire the sound of a low whisper. And when
Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. And behold, there came a voice
to him and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” He said, “I have
been very jealous for the LORD, the God of hosts. For the people of



Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword, and |, even | only, am left, and
they seek my life, to take it away.” And the LORD said to him, “Go,
return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus. And when you
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael to be king over Syria. And Jehu the
son of Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel, and Elisha
the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah you shall anoint to be
prophet in your place. And the one who escapes from the sword
of Hazael shall Jehu put to death, and the one who escapes from
the sword of Jehu shall Elisha put to death. Yet | will leave seven
thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”

So he departed from there and found Elisha the son of Shaphat,
who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen in front of him, and he
was with the twelfth. Elijah passed by him and cast his cloak upon
him. And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Let me kiss
my father and my mother, and then | will follow you.” And he said
to him, "Go back again, for what have | done to you?” And he
returned from following him and took the yoke of oxen and
sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with the yokes of the oxen
and gave it to the people, and they ate. Then he arose and went
after Elijah and assisted him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b, alt.

How beautiful are the feet of those
who preach the | good news,*

who publish peace and bring good news of sal- | vation.
Their voice has gone out to | all the earth,*

and their words to the ends | of the world.

Epistle: Galatians 5:1, 13-25

For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery. . ..



For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve
one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one
another, watch out that you are not consumed by one another.

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires
of the flesh. For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are
opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you
want to do. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the
law. Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality,
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of
anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies,
and things like these. | warn you, as | warned you before, that
those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. But
the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such
things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have
crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 9:51-62

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the ninth chapter.
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Glo - ry to You, O Lord.



When the days drew near for [Jesus] to be taken up, he set his
face to go to Jerusalem. And he sent messengers ahead of him,
who went and entered a village of the Samaritans, to make
preparations for him. But the people did not receive him, because
his face was set toward Jerusalem. And when his disciples James
and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to tell fire to
come down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned and
rebuked them. And they went on to another village.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will
follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has
nowhere to lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he
said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” And Jesus said to
him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go
and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Yet another said, “I will follow
you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” Jesus
said to him, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks
back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Sermon
“Plowing Ahead”
Text: Luke 9:51-62

691 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit's Sowing
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life 'I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayer:

(P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sit

Offering

(Please add your name to the red fellowship

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)
Stand



Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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What shall 1 ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Closing Collect

(P} Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank
and praise You for continuing among us the preaching of
Your Gospel for our instruction and edification. Send Your
blessing upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and by
Your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You, that
day by day we may be strengthened in the divine truth and
remain steadfast in Your grace. Give us strength to fight the
good fight and by faith to overcome all the temptations of
Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we may finally receive
the salvation of our souls; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -+ give you peace.
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819 Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good

Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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Announcements

gll= Assisting Elders:
II 8 a.m. — Scott Schlopkonhl
10:30 a.m. — Curt Oliver

PB&J

We all know what that means...
"peanut butter and jelly!"

As one of Women of the Cross' Mission Projects in
2022, we would take pleasure in Holy Cross' "helping
hand" gathering large and small containers of peanut
butter and jelly.

Tis "school out" time for families. In discussing our
Mission Projects, we LWML ladies felt this is the perfect
time of year to be of assistance to Douglas County
families in this small way through Douglas County Help &
Hope Task Force in Castle Rock.

For gathering of these items, look for the plastic tub on
the table next to the office door. Thank you for your
kindness and generosity. Blessings...

Bible Word Search authors

Bible

C Y U v M S S G I CEBSTUDP books

K KO UERT RIDZV I RER chapters
guide

W R I T ERGSE I EV B OR O inspired
learn

J P C T B TSR RT ZRILUHI M letters
memorize

M E O UP MOAGSTEATU S S promises
read

L K T NEMATSETHA AN E red
story

S HWMUPARAGBILTETSTCII § teaching
testament

G N I HCAZETTET DI UGTY Q truth
verses

D AERLTEARNTYUZ RUOTSOQ

writers



Petitions and Prayers: When we call upon God in
prayer, we are to confess who we are: sinners who are
undeserving of His mercy.

Health concerns:

Lord Jesus, You are the Great Physician of our bodies and souls.
Great is Your love and great is Your mercy. Grant those who are sick
trusting hearts, enabling them to be assured that You work all things
together for good to those who love You. Bring them healing in Your
way and in Your time. Amen.

Please keep the following in your prayers:

- Mary (relative of Tabris’) pray for protection and wisdom for her
family concerning special needs.

- Angela (single mother in lllinois) friend of Helen Tabris who is
waiting to get on the heart transplant list.

- Jamie (is missing and has mental health issues) and young daughter
Jade (is being adopted by family in Colorado)

- Julie Ann Zamora — on-going health issues

- Sandy Olson, daughter of Jerry and Shirley Tuell — having surgery
Tuesday (still recovering from the car accident last October)

Prayer of intercession:
Sanctity of Life

Eternal God, gracious Lord even though we were brought forth in
iniquity, conceived in sin, You have elected us to salvation in Christ
Jesus. Grant us the wisdom to recognize the value of all human life,
from tiny beginning to blessed end. Open our hearts to hear the cries
of those who will never celebrate their first birthday because they
were aborted as if they were not created in Your image. Help us to
realize that these “throw away” little ones will likewise never have a
second birthday: God-given spiritual life in that You gave them faith in
Christ on the day of their baptism. Use us to create a world that gives
value to the lives You redeemed by the death and resurrection of
Your Son Jesus. Amen.

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life
June 26, 2022

“The God who chose to give us life at the moment of
fertilization is the same God who chose to rescue us and
redeem us and give us salvation. And He did it by sending His
Son, Jesus, to experience every stage of human life so we
could be forgiven and given life everlasting with Him!”

Rev. Craig Michaelson, Faith Community Lutheran Church,

Las Vegas, Nevada
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life « lutheransforlife.org




You make known to me the path of life; in your presence there is
fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

Psalm 16:11

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod)
9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

Sunday Worship Services........c.cccovuvveunene. 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Bible Classes and Sunday School..........cccoviieiinnnnnes 9:25 a.m.
Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office 303-683-1300
303-470-0165

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

2= L UTHERAN Holy Cross
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Check out
The Lutheran Hour i
Sunday mornings at }E E
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or . ﬂ
or and click on "Listen Now"
anytime. E

Check us out and Like us at

& Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook.
L Like facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch.
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