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The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 

January 30, 2022                                      8:00 and 10:30 AM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 

eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who 

trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the 

Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. We thank you for 

respecting our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer for the Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

 

     Lord Jesus Christ, You came bringing light and life and hope to a 

world that lies in spiritual darkness and under the shadow of eternal 

death.  As the Gentile men knelt and adored You, so we bow our 

hearts in praise to You, our Savior and King.  Praise be also to the 

Father in heaven who, by sending You to be our Savior, has 

commanded the light of the hope of everlasting life to shine into a 

sin-darkened world.  O Jesus, Savior of the nations, Light of the 

Gentiles, and the Glory of Israel, shine Your bright beam of life and 

salvation into the farthest corners of the world and into the darkest 

recesses of human hearts, that people everywhere will be drawn to 

You.  And lead us at last out of this evil world of darkness to heaven 

where we will enjoy, with all the saints and angels, a life that will 

never end. We ask this in Your name, O Christ, the Light who shines 

in us.  Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

578 Thy Strong Word 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 10:16–18; antiphon: v. 12 

 

 
 

Arise, O LORD; O God, lift | up your hand;* 

 forget not the af- | flicted. 
 

The LORD is king forever and | ever;* 

 the nations perish | from his land. 
 

O LORD, you hear the desire of the af- | flicted;* 

 you will strength- | en their heart; 
 

you will incline your ear to do justice  

to the fatherless and | the oppressed,* 

 so that man who is of the earth may strike ter- | ror no more. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Arise, O LORD; O God, lift | up your hand;* 

 forget not the af- | flicted. 
 

Gloria Patri 
 

 

 



Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many 

dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant 

strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry 

us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 1:4–10 
 

 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
 

“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

and before you were born I consecrated you; 

I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” 
 

Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know how to speak, 

for I am only a youth.” But the LORD said to me, 



“Do not say, ‘I am only a youth’; 

for to all to whom I send you, you shall go, 

and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 

Do not be afraid of them, 

for I am with you to deliver you, declares the LORD.” 
 

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And the 

LORD said to me, 
 

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. 

See, I have set you this day over nations and over kingdoms, 

to pluck up and to break down, 

to destroy and to overthrow, 

to build and to plant.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 
 

 
 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:31b—13:13 
 

 I will show you a still more excellent way. 

 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 

love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have 

prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 

and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not 

love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 

body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable 

or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 



the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things. 

 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for 

tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we 

know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect 

comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a 

child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became 

a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, 

but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 

even as I have been fully known. 

 So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest 

of these is love. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 4:31–44 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter. 
  

 
  

 [Jesus] went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And he was 

teaching them on the Sabbath, and they were astonished at his 

teaching, for his word possessed authority. And in the synagogue 

there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean demon, and he 

cried out with a loud voice, “Ha! What have you to do with us, 

Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you 

are—the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 

silent and come out of him!” And when the demon had thrown 

him down in their midst, he came out of him, having done him no 

harm. And they were all amazed and said to one another, “What is 

this word? For with authority and power he commands the 



unclean spirits, and they come out!” And reports about him went 

out into every place in the surrounding region. 

 And he arose and left the synagogue and entered Simon’s 

house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was ill with a high fever, and 

they appealed to him on her behalf. And he stood over her and 

rebuked the fever, and it left her, and immediately she rose and 

began to serve them. 

 Now when the sun was setting, all those who had any who were 

sick with various diseases brought them to him, and he laid his 

hands on every one of them and healed them. And demons also 

came out of many, crying, “You are the Son of God!” But he 

rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they 

knew that he was the Christ. 

 And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate 

place. And the people sought him and came to him, and would 

have kept him from leaving them, but he said to them, “I must 

preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns 

as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” And he was preaching in 

the synagogues of Judea. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 



     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

836 O God of Light 

 

Sermon 

    “The Most Excellent Way” 

    Text:  1 Corinthians 12:31b—13:13 

 
Stand 



Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
 

 

 

 

 

   

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

             P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

             C     hear our prayer. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 

 



Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 

Proper Preface  
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for 

what had been hidden from before the foundation of the 

world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In 

Him, being found in the substance of our mortal nature, You 

have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

          trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 



Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 
 

535 How Wide the Love of Christ 
 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

   

 

 
  

 

 
  

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



 

 
  

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

  

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 
  

 
 

 



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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1 Corinthians 13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 

Check us out and Like us at 
facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 

 



Petitions and Prayers:  Jesus answers only prayers 
based on His Word.  He answers all prayers prompted by 
His Word working in us. 
 

Health concerns: 
 

      Heavenly Father, Your Son, Jesus Christ, bore our sicknesses 
and infirmities and “with His wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). 
Give Your Holy Spirit to those who are sick so that they have 
confidence that You hear them when they cry out to You. If it be 
Your will, ease their pain and heal them. Assure them of Your love 
for them. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris who is 

waiting to get on the heart transplant list. 
- Jamie and young daughter Jade (Jamie is missing and has 

mental health issues) 
- Sonja Bowles – Cancer 
- Julie Ann Zamora – on-going health issues 

 
 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

     Holy God, we offer a prayer of thanksgiving that because You 
turned a deaf ear to Your Son as He hung on the cross, He can 
turn a gracious ear to us. Jesus suffered the depths of woe so that 
we could have the height of forgiveness. We pray in the name of 
Jesus who gives us reason to praise and thank You. Amen. 
      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 15:56-57 
 

 
 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
January 30, 2022 

 

“Because of Christ’s life, death, and resurrection, our Father 
now holds His hand out to each and every human being: 
perfect inclusion, perfection belonging—no exceptions! You are 
chosen! You are a branch who has received the Life of the 
Vine!”  

 

Marie MacPherson, author 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 



      
 
 

 

My lips will shout for joy, when I sing praises to you; 

my soul also, which you have redeemed. 
 

Psalm 71:23 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or 
or and click on "Listen Now" 

anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Worship now. 

Beat the Easter Rush. 


