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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the Third Sunday after the Epiphany

You, heavenly Father, created human life and gave Your children
the priceless gift of immortal souls. We give You special thanks on
this day for the gift of life. We pray that You will move us mightily
to protect and defend the lives of all Your created children,
especially the unborn and the infirm. Grant that we entrust our
loved ones to Your all-wise and loving care. May we come to You
daily in prayer for forgiveness, help, guidance, and insight so that
we can continue to show our loved ones a small measure of Your
love for us. By the example of our Lord Jesus Christ, who died that
all might live eternally, fill us with a spirit of compassion as we
minister to those least able to help themselves—the unborn, the
infirm, and the elderly. Keep Your children close to You, those
unborn and those living, for they have been redeemed by the blood
of Your Son, our Savior. Amen.




Confession and Absolution

908 Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation 1 John 1:8-9

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

(P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.



Absolution [John 20:19-23]

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 102:18-22; antiphon: v. 13

You will arise and have pity on | Zion;*
it is the time to favor her; the appointed | time has come.

Let this be recorded for a genera- | tion to come,*
so that a people yet to be created may | praise the LORD:

that he looked down from his | holy height;*
from heaven the LORD looked | at the earth,

to hear the groans of the | prisoners,*
to set free those who were | doomed to die,

that they may declare in Zion the name | of the LORD,*
and in Jerusa- | lem his praise,

when peoples gather to- | gether,*
and kingdoms, to wor- | ship the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

You will arise and have pity on | Zion;*
it is the time to favor her; the appointed | time has come.



Kyrie Mark 10:47
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.
Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.

For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.




Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P) Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our
infirmities and stretch forth the hand of Your majesty to heal
and defend us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10

All the people gathered as one man into the square before the
Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the
Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. So Ezra the
priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women
and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of
the seventh month. And he read from it facing the square before
the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence
of the men and the women and those who could understand. And
the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. . ..

And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he
was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood.
And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people
answered, "Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed
their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground.

They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they
gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading.



And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the
people, “This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or
weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the Law.
Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet
wine and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, for this
day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the
LORD is your strength.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8

Praise the LoRD, all | nations!*

Extol him, all | peoples!
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.
Ascribe to the LoORD the glory | due his name;*

bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with
Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews
or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.

For the body does not consist of one member but of many. If
the foot should say, “Because | am not a hand, | do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. And
if the ear should say, “Because | am not an eye, | do not belong to
the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. If
the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of
hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense
of smell? But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each
one of them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where
would the body be? As it is, there are many parts, yet one body.



The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor
again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the
contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are
indispensable, and on those parts of the body that we think less
honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our unpresentable
parts are treated with greater modesty, which our more
presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the
body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there
may be no division in the body, but that the members may have
the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer
together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.

Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing,
helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles?
Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all
interpret? But earnestly desire the higher gifts.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse John 6:68
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the

words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Luke 4:16-30

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourth chapter.

g} I I I | [ 'R

Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.



Sit

[Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And
as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day,
and he stood up to read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was
given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it
was written,

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and
sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him.
And he began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been
fulfilled in your hearing.” And all spoke well of him and marveled
at the gracious words that were coming from his mouth. And they
said, “Is not this Joseph's son?” And he said to them, “Doubtless
you will quote to me this proverb, 'Physician, heal yourself.” What
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown
as well.” And he said, "Truly, | say to you, no prophet is acceptable
in his hometown. But in truth, | tell you, there were many widows
in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three
years and six months, and a great famine came over all the land,
and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to Zarephath, in the
land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And there were
many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of
them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” When they
heard these things, all in the synagogue were filled with wrath.
And they rose up and drove him out of the town and brought him
to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they
could throw him down the cliff. But passing through their midst,
he went away.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.



839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light

Sermon

“Proclaiming the Year of the Lord’s Favor”
Text: Luke 4:16-30

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives

Stand

&

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life 'I- everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Sit
Offering
Stand



Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19
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What shall 1 ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



Post-Communion Collect

(P} Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank
and praise You for continuing among us the preaching of
Your Gospel for our instruction and edification. Send Your
blessing upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and by
Your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You, that
day by day we may be strengthened in the divine truth and
remain steadfast in Your grace. Give us strength to fight the
good fight and by faith to overcome all the temptations of
Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we may finally receive
the salvation of our souls; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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men.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.

810 O God of God, O Light of Light
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Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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Announcements

i Assisting Elders:

=I= 8 a.m. — Scott Schlapkohl
I 10:30 a.m. — Curt Oliver

Dear Holy Cross Family,

| just recently received my mail from the last few
months. | would like to thank everyone for their prayers

and cards during my illness. | really appreciate your
thoughtfulness and kindness.

Love in Christ,
Julie Ann Zamora

Body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:14-20)
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Petitions and Prayers: When we come to God in prayer
through Jesus’ intercessory name, we have assurance \
that, in confidence, “we may obtain mercy and find grace Qj
to help in (our) time of need.”

Health concerns:

Dear Lord Jesus, Your promises are ever before our eyes.
Bring healing to those who are ill if it be Your will for their lives.
Stay with them in this time of infirmity, blessing them with Your
peace. Thank You that we can pray in Your name. Amen.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
- Angela (single mother in lllinois) friend of Helen Tabris who is
waiting to get on the heart transplant list.
- Jamie and young daughter Jade (Jamie is missing and has
mental health issues)
- Sonja Bowles — Cancer
- Julie Ann Zamora — on-going health issues

Prayer of intercession:

Prayer for the Sanctity of Life

*Eternal God, gracious Lord even though we were brought forth in
iniquity, conceived in sin, You have elected us to salvation in
Christ Jesus. Grant us the wisdom to recognize the value of all
human life, from tiny beginning to blessed end. Open our hearts to
hear the cries of those who will never celebrate their first birthday
because they were aborted as if they were not created in Your
image. Help us to realize that these ‘throw away” little ones will
likewise never have a second birthday: God-given spiritual life in
that You gave them faith in Christ on the day of their baptism. Use
us to create a world that gives value to the lives You redeemed by
the death and resurrection of Your Son Jesus. Amen.

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life
January 23, 2022

“The Lord called all things into being, from the greatest to the
least, with His mighty mere Word. But He formed the human
bodies with His own fingers and His very breath. He lovingly,
intimately, and meticulously knits us together in our mothers’
wombs.”
Pastor Michael Salemink, Lutherans For Life
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life * lutheransforlife.org




Before I formed you in the womb | knew you,
and before you were born | consecrated you;

Jeremiah 1:5
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Life is worth defending,
regardless of whether in
the womb or in
the nursing home.




