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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for the Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

      Lord Jesus, by Your preaching and the miracles that 

accompanied it, You revealed exactly who You are and exactly 

what You came into this world to accomplish.  Your words and 

miracles forever stand as unshakeable proof that as the God-

man You fully accomplished Your mission of earning forgiveness 

for a whole world of sinners.  In this Epiphany season, as we 

study Your Word, strengthen our confidence in You as our only 

Savior and Lord.  In Your name we pray.  Amen. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

400 Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 45:6–8a; antiphon: v. 17 
 

 
 

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 

 therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 
 

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter  

of your kingdom is a scepter of up- | rightness;* 

 you have loved righteousness and hated | wickedness. 
 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil  

of gladness beyond your com- | panions;* 

 your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and | cassia. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;* 

 therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-

begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, 

to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1–6 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, 

 and thick darkness the peoples; 



but the LORD will arise upon you, 

 and his glory will be seen upon you. 

And nations shall come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 
 

Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 

 they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from afar, 

 and your daughters shall be carried on the hip. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

 your heart shall thrill and exult, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you, 

 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

 all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

 and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8 
 

 
 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

 Extol him, all | peoples! 

For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 

Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 

 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 
 

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1–12 
 

 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of 

you Gentiles—assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of 

God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was 

made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When 

you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of 

Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other 



generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 

heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in 

Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of 

God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To 

me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 

given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, 

and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the 

church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to 

the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was 

according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ 

Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with 

confidence through our faith in him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

                                                         

                                                                 John 20:31 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1–12 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of 

Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 

Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship 

him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all 

Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and 

scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to 

be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written 

by the prophet: 
 

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained 

from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to 

Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and 

when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come 

and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their 

way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 

before them until it came to rest over the place where the child 

was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 

joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his 

mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 

their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 

myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 

departed to their own country by another way. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 



     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

          dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

397 As with Gladness Men of Old 
 

Sermon 
 

    “Defeating the Darkness” 

    Text:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Collect 
 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, 

read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience 

and comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever 

hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction                                                                      Numbers 6:24-26 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

412 The People That in Darkness Sat 
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Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 

 

Announcements 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Check your mailboxes in the narthex for your 

financial statements for 2021. 
 

Offering Envelope 
 

     The 2022 Offering Envelopes are available 
on the table in the narthex. If you didn’t find 
yours or would like to request envelopes, 
please contact Dave Shavlik. 

 
 

       
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Portals of Prayer for  

January-March 2022 are out! 
 

     Pick up your copy from the table in the narthex.  We have 

digest size copies if you need larger print. These are a great 

resource to use in your daily devotions! 

 



     Heavenly Father, please make us mindful of 
opportunities to share our faith with those around us in 
our daily lives that they may come to know you as Lord 
and Savior. Amen. 
 

     Here are a few subtle and simple ways to evangelize that you 
can do or may already be doing: 
 

1. Pray when you go out to eat/before lunch at work. 
2. Bless strangers when they sneeze. 
3. Offer to pray for/with a friend who is struggling (or 

celebrating). 
4. Wear a crucifix or clothing with a Christian message. 

________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We Three Kings 
     “We Three Kings” (also known as “The Quest of the Magi”) was 

written by the Reverend John Henry Hopkins Jr. (rector of Christ 

Episcopal Church in Williamsport, Pennsylvania.) as part of a 

Christmas pageant for his nieces and nephews in 1857. This popular 

Christmas carol did not appear in print until 1863. 

 

 

 

L C V G L K R P C R B L Z L T V Y 

E X N Z R Y D L Y Z S T H V D X O 

A C R O R M M L X T C U H H N B N 

D X O T K V Y B E D C B E G B P O 

I M X P V T D N K I C P T D I M E 

N K M O U N T A I N F H W N I N R 

G B W A H M S J O R I E N T C U S 

N V E T F T D H J W E T C G K G G 

R B V A I O W N Y V E K L L N Y P 

L Q Z L R D L E Z C R O P I Q N T 

A V L G L I N L S K H Q K T B H N 

Y T Q J V H N T O T T G N J G N R 

O L R N T R A G R W W Q Y I T X H 

R N K F C R K A W V I A L L J N R 

F N P M E K V J T L F N R R J I G 

W G H X F E R A F A K R G D T A I 

T N H C R B K J P G F M K M T T F 

F L V S E B R I G H T X T H M N T 

K X E R P T K F B J R M N T M U S 

N Z G N I D E E C O R P R R K O N 

N R E D N O W R Y M H V K F N F M 

THREE FIELD WONDER STILL 

KINGS FOUNTAIN NIGHT PROCEEDING 

ORIENT MOOR ROYAL GUIDE US 

BEARING MOUNTAIN BEAUTY PERFECT 

GIFTS FOLLOWING BRIGHT LIGHT 

TRAVERSE YONDER WESTWARD  

AFAR STAR LEADING  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Episcopal_Church_(Williamsport,_Pennsylvania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ_Episcopal_Church_(Williamsport,_Pennsylvania)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Williamsport,_Pennsylvania


  
 
 
 
 

 

We have been working with this neighborhood group for a 
few years.  Heart 2 Heart provides start-up goods for the 
homeless who are moving into their own housing.  This 
includes Veterans, sheltered families and battered women, 
and young people transitioning from foster care.  Other 
organizations find the housing and basic furniture, we 
provide the start-up needs. 
 

The organization was founded by our neighbor, Linda Garrity, 
about 10 years ago.  Caseworkers provide the names, ages, 
and needs of the families and a few of us “grandmas and 
grandpas” put together the orders for these families and load 
them into the cars for deliveries.   
 

Donations come in from our neighbors and from those who 
have heard about Heart 2 Heart through word of mouth.  
Additionally, we scour thrift stores and purchase some new 
items, especially toys for the kids.  One organization provides 
homemade quilts! 
 

Needed donations include lightly used bedding, towels, 
books, toys, kitchen items such as pots, pans, dishes, cups, 
mugs, glasses, silverware, coffeemakers (each Veteran gets 
one), plastic storage like Glad or Tupperware, baking dishes, 
spatulas, etc. We do not deal with food, furniture, or 
clothing.  However, we do purchase outfits for newborns, as 
no baby should leave the hospital in hand-me-down 
clothing. 
 

If you have something that you no longer need, you can bring 
your items to church and we will drop them off at Linda’s.  If 
you have any questions, please call me, Becky White, at 303-
506-8417.  Thank you. 
 

Steve and Becky White – 303-979-5978 

- a Non-Profit 
 



Petitions and Prayers:   When we pray, there is only one 
mediator (intercessor) between God and man: Jesus. 
 

Health concerns: 
 

     Precious Lord and Savior, You alone are able to help us. Be 
with those people who are physically sick and in need of Your 
healing touch. We ask You to guide their doctors so that they 
receive the best possible care. Heal and restore them to health as 
suits Your wisdom. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Sandy Olson (daughter of Jerry and Shirley Tuell) recovering 

from surgery as a result of a car accident 
- Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris who is 

waiting to get on the heart transplant list. 
- Jamie and young daughter Jade (Jamie is missing and has 

mental health issues) 
- Sonja Bowles – Cancer 
- Julie Ann Zamora – on-going health issues 

 
 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

 A Prayer for the Epiphany of Our Lord 
 

     Gracious God, You have carried out Your all-inclusive plan of 
salvation from the foundation of the world, revealing Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, as the Savior and the Redeemer of the nations. Let 
Christ’s light radiate within us, granting us faith and courage that 
serve as beacons of light in the darkness of this world, shining the 
illuminating Gospel of Christ Jesus on all who need His 
forgiveness and mercy and in whose name we pray. Amen. 
      

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
January 9, 2022 

 

“[E]very human life, no matter the size, level of development, 
environment, or degree of dependency, is indispensable in 
fulfilling God’s plans.”  
 

Lynette Auch, president of Lutherans For Life 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 



      
 
 

 

I call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised, 

and I am saved from my enemies. 
 

Psalm 18:3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio or 
or and click on "Listen Now" 

anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Our doors are 
still open between 

Christmas and Easter! 
 


