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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the First Wednesday in Advent

Lord God, we praise You that You comforted Your people with
the promise of a Redeemer. We praise You that in the fullness of
time You sent Your Son as that Redeemer. We praise You that
You give promise that You will send Him to us again to judge the
world in righteousness. Open our hearts to receive our Redeemer
now as He comes to us in Word and Sacrament. Open our eyes of
faith in an awareness of His presence in our lives by His grace.
Make Advent a blessing to us as we welcome our King in faith
and love. We lift our hearts to welcome Him anew. Fill us with
gladness as He comes to us. Amen.




Service of Light

332 Savior of the Nations, Come

Stand
Versicles John 8:12; John 1:5; Luke 24:29; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6
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The Spirit and the Church cry out:
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Come, Lord Je - sus
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The whole cre - a - tion pleads:
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Come, Lord Je - sus.
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Joy-ous light of glo - ry:
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of the im-mor-tal Fa - ther; heav -en - ly, ho - ly,



We sing to God, the Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Spir - it:
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You are wor-thy of be -ing praised  with pure voic - es for -
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ev - er. (0] Son of God, (0] Giv-er of life:

the u - ni- verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.

Thanksgiving for Light

(P} Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who
led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar
of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our
path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation
and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
Sit -
Psalmody
Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1-4, 8

Sung by congregation
I, Il Sung by Cantor
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri- fice.
0 | — N P—
7 e S S ] I S 72 } ——F——+
l_@"_‘_‘_.l > I I |
S o =

D Set a watch be-fore mymouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

'9" ‘ | ‘} | | | | ‘
et | | | |
D)
(I) Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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I But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref-uge.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and

to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir - it; as it was in
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Psalm Prayer

(P} Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O
Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with
purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on
earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You
forever.

Amen.

Readings
Reading: Isaiah 40:1-2, 5, 8

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins. ...

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” ...

The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Stand

What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy
that we feel for your sake before our God, as we pray most
earnestly night and day that we may see you face to face and
supply what is lacking in your faith?

Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct
our way to you, and may the Lord make you increase and abound
in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that he
may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God
and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading: Luke 19:28-40

When [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up
to Jerusalem. When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at
the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, saying,
"Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find
a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it
here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?" you shall say
this: ‘The Lord has need of it.” So those who were sent went away
and found it just as he had told them. And as they were untying
the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”
And they said, “The Lord has need of it.” And they brought it to
Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it.
And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. As he
was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of
Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had
seen, saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the
Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And some of the
Pharisees in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, rebuke your
disciples.” He answered, "I tell you, if these were silent, the very
stones would cry out.”

Final Reading Response Hebrews 1:1-2a

Sit

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by
the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His
Son.



341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

Sermon
“The Glory of the Lord Shall be Revealed”
Text: Isaiah 40:1-2, 5, 8

Stand

Magnificat Luke 1:46-55

Refrain
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joic - es in God, my Sav - ior. My soul mag-ni-fies the
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es in God, my Sav - ior.
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1 For He has re - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . ... ........ arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . ... ... .. .. things,
5 Glo - ry be to the Fatherand tothe . . . . . .. ... .. Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . .. ............ His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . ... ... ... ......... is His name;

3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination =~ of  their hearts.

4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.

5 and tothe . .. ... ... ..., Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis . ................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . . ... ... ... .... fear Him
3 He has cast down the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . .............. call me blessed.
2 from generationto . ... .... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5 is now, and will be forever. . . . . .. ... .. A - men. Refrain
Sit
Offering
Stand
Litany

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition
ends so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader
and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

3

[ T f . i il

= P [ ]

oJ
Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison, our District
President Roger Schlechte, for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all public servants and those who protect us, that they
may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the
people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and
need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.
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Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us_ )
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.
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Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Lord’s Prayer

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.



For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Benedicamus and Benediction [Psalm 103:1]
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the - Son, and
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come

Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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