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   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 

eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 

with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who 

trust in His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive 

and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death 

until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the 

Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. We thank you for 

respecting our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper. 

 

Prayer for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

     O holy God, grant that we have daily recourse to Your Word so 

that we not torment ourselves with all sorts of doubts as to Your 

ways with man and thus willfully close our eyes to the light which 

Christ offers us in the Scriptures. May we ever trust that the Bible is 

Your Word and clearly reveals to us what is necessary for our 

salvation: it shows Your heart as it tells us of Jesus and His salvation, 

it explains the task Jesus had to accomplish and the words He spoke, 

and it assures us of Your grace, the forgiveness of our sins and our 

eternal salvation. Let us ever remember that it is by means of this 

Word that the Holy Spirit comes to us, illumines the Gospel in our 

hearts so that we believe Your Word, find comfort in it and silence 

again any doubts that arise in our hearts   In the name of Jesus who 

is the holy light, our divine guide. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

867 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 51:7, 10–12; antiphon: v. 2 
 

 
 

Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

 and cleanse me | from my sin! 
 

Purge me with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;* 

 wash me, and I shall be whit- | er than snow. 
 

Create in me a clean heart, | O God,* 

 and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 
 

Cast me not away from your | presence,* 

 and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 
 

Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 

 and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 

 and cleanse me | from my sin! 

 



Gloria Patri 
 

 

 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

 
  

P O God, the source of all that is just and good, nourish in us 

every virtue and bring to completion every good intent that 

we may grow in grace and bring forth the fruit of good works; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 



Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–9 
 

 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the just decrees that I 

am teaching you, and do them, that you may live, and go in and 

take possession of the land that the LORD, the God of your fathers, 

is giving you. You shall not add to the word that I command you, 

nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the 

LORD your God that I command you. . . . 
 

 Keep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 

understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all 

these statutes, will say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and 

understanding people.’ For what great nation is there that has a 

god so near to it as the LORD our God is to us, whenever we call 

upon him? And what great nation is there, that has statutes and 

just decrees so righteous as all this law that I set before you today? 

 “Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget 

the things that your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from 

your heart all the days of your life. Make them known to your 

children and your children’s children.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
 

 
 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

 

Epistle: Ephesians 6:10–20 
 

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 

Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand 

against the schemes of the devil. For we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the 

whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil 



day, and having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having 

fastened on the belt of truth, and having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness, and, as shoes for your feet, having put on the 

readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all circumstances take 

up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 

darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the 

sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times 

in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep 

alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 

and also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my 

mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for which I 

am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I 

ought to speak. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

  

Alleluia 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 7:14–23 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the seventh chapter. 
  

 
  

 [Jesus] called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear 

me, all of you, and understand: There is nothing outside a person 

that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come 

out of a person are what defile him.” And when he had entered the 

house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the 

parable. And he said to them, “Then are you also without 

understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person 

from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his heart but his 

stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) And 

he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from 



within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 

immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, 

sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things 

come from within, and they defile a person.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 



 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

566 By Grace I’m Saved 

 

Sermon 

    “We Are at War” 

    Text:  Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

Stand 

 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 



Offering 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

             P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

             C     hear our prayer. 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

T T T 

Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 



Proper Preface 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 

having created all things, took on human flesh and was born 

of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose 

from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will 

and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 



 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 
  

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 



 

 
  

Sit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Distribution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

559 Oh, How Great Is Your Compassion 
 

696 O God, My Faithful God 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 

Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
  

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 



Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 
  

 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

662 Onward, Christian Soldiers 

 



              

               Assisting Elders:    
 

                    8 a.m. – Andy Olson 
                    10:30 a.m. – Curt Oliver 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Soli Deo Gloria! 

 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Announcements 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

     Dear Jesus, in choosing death over life in our place, 

You gave us eternal life. We entreat You to grace Elle 

and each member of the Skelton family with your 

peace as they mourn the passing of their beloved 

husband/son/brother Erik this past Tuesday. May 

those who loved Erik know your solace in their heartache, loss 

and grief. Comfort Elle, Pastor, Debbie, Jenny, Justin, Carol 

and Gretel with the beautiful truth that they will be reunited in 

heaven one day with their loved one. Amen. 
 

Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted. 

 

Matthew 5:4 



Dear members of Holy Cross, 
 

     As we begin an exciting new chapter in our school’s ministry 
we are in need of some additional help. The ELC is looking for 
an Assistant Director and two afternoon teacher’s aides. If 
you are interested or know of someone that might be 
interested, please email Mary at directorhclelc@gmail.com or 
call the school at 303-683-1311. Please also keep our school in 
your prayers. Thank you! 
 

Mary Schmidt 
ELC Director 
 

Early Learning School Cook Needed! 
 

     Our Early Learning Center is looking for a cook. 
Tasks include making a morning snack, making and 
serving lunch, preparing an afternoon snack, assisting in 
meal planning, and clean-up. Hours are 9 a.m.-1 p.m. M-F 
and wages are $13/hour. Please contact the ELC office 

at 303-683-1311 if you are interested in joining our Early 
Learning Center team. 
 

 

Nursery Attendant Needed! 
       

We are looking for a nursery attendant(s)/teacher(s) 

during our Sunday School hour! Our family of little 

ones is growing and having a nursery available will 

allow our parents to attend Bible Class while their 

little ones also hear about their Lord and Savior. Contact Dan 

Kingsbury at 214-862-3028 for more information. 
 

But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:57 

mailto:directorhclelc@gmail.com


Petitions and Prayers:  Jesus invites us to come to Him 
through prayer, and promises that He will give us “rest.” 
 

Health concerns: 
 

     God of everlasting power, enable those people with illnesses to bear 
them with a measure of forbearance. Stay with them, granting them Your 
peace. Bless the efforts of the doctors and nurses involved in caring for 
them. We pray in the name of Your Son who helps us keep our eyes of 
faith focused on our eternal home. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris who is 

waiting to get on the heart transplant list. 
- Sonja Bowles – Cancer 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer  
- Harlan Kurtz (Lisa Oliver’s father) – finding right medications 
- Julie Ann Zamora – on-going health issues  

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

This Day – Sunday 
     Heavenly Father, on this day You said, “Let there be light,” and You 
scattered the darkness. On this day You brought Your Son forth from the 
tomb, dispelling the powers of darkness with the light of His eternal 
glory. On this day You sent forth Your Holy Spirit to shine the light of the 
Gospel on Your Church. This day gather Your saints on earth and in 
heaven to sing the glory of Your name. Gather Your children together 
around Word and Sacrament to receive the salvation You have prepared 
for us through Your dear Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
August 29, 2021 

 

“We may be in different roles in a child’s life—from parent to 
teacher to uncle—but we can still help guide and form children’s 
values. If we work with their natural tendencies and individual 
personalities, we can help them see how and why God values life 
at all stages. They will then move on into their teen and adult 
years with that foundation which will help them make decisions 
and continue to develop their values as they grow and mature.”  
 

Stephenie Hovland, author and teacher 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 

 



 

      
 
 

 

 

The Lord is my strength and my shield;  

in him my heart trusts, and I am helped. 
 

Psalm 28:7 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Mary Schmidt, Director, Early Learning Center………....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

http://www.lhm.org/

