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   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad confidence 

that, as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not 

only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 

with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love 

as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until 

He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to 

speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. 

We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the 

Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer for the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

     Heavenly Father, Your Word reveals both Your and Jesus’ great 

love for us. If it were not for Your Son, we would be under the 

complete domination of the sinful nature with which we were born. 

And without Him we would be living for ourselves and dead in sin. 

But Christ by His death has redeemed us from sin. John’s words in 

his first letter, “The blood of Jesus, His  Son, purifies us from all sin,” 

(1:7) give us peace of heart and peace of mind. No longer does our 

sin control and condemn us. We have been freed from the curse of 

sin; now we can live for You. Your Son’s death has given us a new life 

now and an eternal life in heaven; we have been freed from spiritual 

and eternal death. O may our hearts ever be the dwelling place of 

Christ, Your Son, our Savior, in whose name we pray.  Amen.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Psalm 111:1–5, 9; antiphon: v. 10 
 

 
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;  

all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.* 

 His praise endures for- | ever! 
 

Praise the LORD! I will give thanks to the LORD  

with my | whole heart,* 

 in the company of the upright, in the congre- | gation. 
 

Great are the works | of the LORD,* 

 studied by all who de- | light in them. 
 

Full of splendor and majesty | is his work,* 

 and his righteousness endures for- | ever. 
 

He has caused his wondrous works to be re- | membered;* 

 the LORD is gracious and | merciful. 
 

He provides food for those who | fear him;* 

 he remembers his covenant for- | ever. 
 

He sent redemption to his people;  

he has commanded his covenant for- | ever.* 

 Holy and awesome | is his name! 
 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;  

all those who practice it have a good under- | standing.* 

 His praise endures for- | ever! 
  

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 



 
  

 

 
 

This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to 

know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life, 

that we may steadfastly follow His steps in the way that leads 

to life eternal; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18 
 

 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and 

summoned the elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of 

Israel. And they presented themselves before God. And Joshua 

said to all the people, . . . 
 

 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 

faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond 

the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. And if it is evil in your 

eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, 

whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the 

River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as 

for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” 

 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should 

forsake the LORD to serve other gods, for it is the LORD our God 

who brought us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of 

the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight 

and preserved us in all the way that we went, and among all the 

peoples through whom we passed. And the LORD drove out before 



us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore 

we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
 

 
 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 
 

Epistle: Ephesians 5:6–21 

 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these 

things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 

Therefore do not associate with them; for at one time you were 

darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of 

light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and 

true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part 

in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it 

is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret. But 

when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for 

anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
 

“Awake, O sleeper, 

 and arise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 

making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 

Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, 

but be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and 

hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord 

with all your heart, giving thanks always and for everything to God 

the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one 

another out of reverence for Christ. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Stand 



Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 6:51–69 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixth chapter. 
  

 
  

 [Jesus said:] “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. 

If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that 

I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can 

this man give us his flesh to eat?” So Jesus said to them, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink his blood, you have no life in you. Whoever feeds on my 

flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up 

on the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true 

drink. Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in 

me, and I in him. As the living Father sent me, and I live because of 

the Father, so whoever feeds on me, he also will live because of 

me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not as the 

fathers ate and died. Whoever feeds on this bread will live 

forever.” Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at 

Capernaum. 

 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard 

saying; who can listen to it?” But Jesus, knowing in himself that his 

disciples were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take 

offense at this? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man 

ascending to where he was before? It is the Spirit who gives life; 

the flesh is of no avail. The words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For 

Jesus knew from the beginning who those were who did not 

believe, and who it was who would betray him.) And he said, “This 



is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted 

him by the Father.” 

 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer 

walked with him. So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go 

away as well?” Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we 

go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and 

have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

642 O Living Bread from Heaven 

 

Sermon 

    “We Will Serve the Lord” 

    Text:  Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 



     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

             P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

             C     hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 

 

Offering 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 



Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 

having created all things, took on human flesh and was born 

of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose 

from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will 

and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

 



The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

         

 

 

 
 

631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face 
 

809 Great Is Thy Faithfulness 

 
Stand 

 

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
 

 

 

 

 

Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 
 

411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Announcements 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
     

Dear members of Holy Cross, 
 

     As we begin an exciting new chapter in our school’s ministry 
we are in need of some additional help. The ELC is looking for 
an Assistant Director and an afternoon teacher’s aide. If you 
are interested or know of someone that might be interested, 
please email Mary at directorhclelc@gmail.com or call the 
school at 303-683-1311. Please also keep our school in your 
prayers. Thank you! 
 

Mary Schmidt 
ELC Director 
 
 

Early Learning School Cook Needed! 
 

     Our Early Learning Center is looking for a cook. 
Tasks include making a morning snack, making and 
serving lunch, preparing an afternoon snack, assisting in 
meal planning, and clean-up. Hours are 9 a.m.-1 p.m. M-F 
and wages are $13/hour. Please contact the ELC office 

at 303-683-1311 if you are interested in joining our Early 
Learning Center team. 

 

Sunday School Teacher Needed! 
 

     We are looking for a preschool Sunday School 
teacher! Our family of little ones is growing and 
having teachers will allow our parents to attend 
Bible Class while their little ones also learn 

about their Lord and Savior. Contact Dan Kingsbury at 214-862-
3028 for more information. 

mailto:directorhclelc@gmail.com


Petitions and Prayers:  Nothing will be denied us in 
prayer if our desire is to do the will of our heavenly Father. 
 

Health concerns: 
 

      Dear Lord Jesus, Your promises are ever before our eyes. 
Bring healing to those who are ill if it be Your will for their lives. 
Stay with them in this time of infirmity, blessing them with Your 
peace. Thank You that we can pray in Your name. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Angela (single mother in Illinois) friend of Helen Tabris who is 

waiting to get on the heart transplant list. 
- Sonja Bowles – Cancer 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer  
- Harlan Kurtz (Lisa Oliver’s father) – finding right medications  

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

*O heavenly Father, thank You for the missionary men and 
women who stand in Your stead all around the world and proclaim 
Your Son as the Savior of the world. Protect them from physical 
dangers. Bless their time in Your Word and in prayer so that they 
are able to stand firm against temptations. Assure them of their 
part in the communion of saints in their moments of loneliness. 
We ask Your Spirit to bless their efforts of taking Your Gospel 
message into all the world so that those who have not yet heard of 
Your Son may hear and believe and rejoice in Him as their Savior. 
We pray in His name. Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
August 15, 2021 

 

“God shows us what it is to love every single day. Even the 
grace He gives us to change people’s hearts toward Him is an 
outpouring of His love. Let us love like Christ and sacrifice our 
time to save His unborn children. Let us show mothers who 
have had or are thinking of having an abortion the love that has 
been so beautifully bestowed upon us from our Father.”  
 

Christina Hogan, Southhampton Students for Life (UK) 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 



Our church is  

prayer-conditioned. 

      
 
 

 

 

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. 
 

Joshua 24:15 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Mary Schmidt, Director, Early Learning Center………....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

http://www.lhm.org/

