
 
 
 
 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Divine Service Three 
 

The Transfiguration of Our Lord 
February 15, 2015 

 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
February 15, 2015                                8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to 
eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union 
with Him and with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those 
who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to 
forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth 
His death until He comes. 
   Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 
unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because 
Holy Communion is a confession of faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed or who hold a confession 
differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked to 
speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. 
We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the 
Lord’s Supper. 
 

The Transfiguration  
      of Our Lord 
 

PRAYER FOR THE TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 
 

   Dear Lord, we were not privileged as were Peter, James, and 
John to see the glory of Your transfigured body. And yet we thank 
You for revealing Your glory through the words of Scripture and 
the workings of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. Continue to fill our 
hearts with Your glory that we may always rejoice in the salvation 
You won for us on Calvary. Help us to live lives that reflect Your 
majesty and thus shine in the lives of our loved ones. Keep our 
eyes of faith focused on Your return when we shall see You as You 
are. Amen. 
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10:30 a.m.  
     “Everything’s All Right!”  

            by Ken Bible sung by Sunday School Children 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 
sinful being. 



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit                                                            Psalm 99:1-5; antiphon: Psalm 99:9  
 

 
 

Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy | mountain;* 
for the LORD our God is | holy! 

 

The LORD reigns; let the peoples | tremble!* 
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the | earth quake! 

 

The LORD is great in | Zion;* 
he is exalted over all the | peoples. 

 

Let them praise your great and | awesome name!* 
Ho- | ly is he! 

 

The King in his might loves | justice.* 
You have established equity;  
you have executed justice and righteousness in | Jacob. 

 

Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his | footstool!* 
Ho- | ly is he! 

 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

 

Exalt the LORD our God, and worship at his holy | mountain;* 
for the LORD our God is | holy! 

 

Gloria Patri 

 

 



Kyrie Mark 10:47 

 

 
 

Hymn of Praise  
 

    941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God  

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day  

 

 

   

 
  
P O God, in the glorious transfiguration of Your beloved Son You 

confirmed the mysteries of the faith by the testimony of Moses 
and Elijah. In the voice that came from the bright cloud You 
wonderfully foreshowed our adoption by grace. Mercifully make 
us co-heirs with the King in His glory and bring us to the fullness 
of our inheritance in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
 

Sit 
 

 
  



Old Testament Reading: 2 Kings 2:1–12  

P The Old Testament Reading is from 2 Kings, the second chapter. 
 

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. And Elijah 
said to Elisha, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me as far as 
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha and said to him, “Do 
you know that today the LORD will take away your master from over 
you?” And he said, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

Elijah said to him, “Elisha, please stay here, for the LORD has sent me 
to Jericho.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. The sons of the prophets 
who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the LORD will take away your master from over you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know it; keep quiet.” 

Then Elijah said to him, “Please stay here, for the LORD has sent me to 
the Jordan.” But he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So the two of them went on. Fifty men of the sons 
of the prophets also went and stood at some distance from them, as 
they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his cloak and 
rolled it up and struck the water, and the water was parted to the one 
side and to the other, till the two of them could go over on dry 
ground. 

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask what I shall do for 
you, before I am taken from you.” And Elisha said, “Please let there be 
a double portion of your spirit on me.” And he said, “You have asked a 
hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it shall be 
so for you, but if you do not see me, it shall not be so.” And as they still 
went on and talked, behold, chariots of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind into 
heaven. And Elisha saw it and he cried, “My father, my father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” And he saw him no more. 

Then he took hold of his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.  
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 



Gradual 

                                                                           

Ancient Words  (see insert)      
  
 Epistle: 2 Corinthians 3:12–13; 4:1–6  

P The Epistle is from 2 Corinthians, the third and fourth chapters. 
 

Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who 
would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at 
the outcome of what was being brought to an end. … 

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose 
heart. But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We 
refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the 
open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is 
veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the god 
of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them 
from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ 
as Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who 
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Mark 9:2–9  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark the ninth chapter. 
  

 
  



And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, 
and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely 
white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to 
them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter 
said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three 
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did 
not know what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my 
beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no 
longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 

And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to 
tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from 
the dead.  

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
  

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  
          heaven 



     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the  
          Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living  
          and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  
          and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Sit 
 

413 O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair  
 

Sermon 
     “From the Temporal to the Eternal” 
     Text: See the Old Testament Reading 

 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Sit 
 
Offering                  (Please add your name to the red fellowship 

             book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
   After each portion of the prayer: 
 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 

 

 
  



 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who at His 
transfiguration revealed His glory to His disciples that they might 
be strengthened to proclaim His cross and resurrection and with 
all the faithful look forward to the glory of life everlasting.  
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth  
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses  
          as we forgive those  
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  
                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 

 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
  

 



Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

 
 
 
Distribution 

 

   633 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing  
 

   821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  
 

   477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven  

        Two verse introduction by Wesley Plohocky on clarinet 
  
Stand 

 
Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 

 
  

 



A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 
8 a.m.  
     “Everything’s All Right!”  
     by Ken Bible sung by Sunday School Children 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Farewell to the “Alleluias” 

for the Time of Lent 
 

(Alleluia: “Praise the Lord”) 
 

A Reading from Revelation 19:1-8  
 

P  After this I [John] heard what sounded like the roar of a great 
multitude in heaven shouting: 

      “Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
for true and just are His judgments.  He has condemned the great 
prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries.  He has 
avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 



         And again they shouted: 
      “Hallelujah!  The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.” 
      The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and 

worshiped God, who was seated on the throne.  And they cried: 
      “Amen, Hallelujah!” Then a voice came from the throne, saying: 
      “Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both small 

and great!” 
      Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of 

rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting, 
 

C  “Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns, Let us rejoice and    
be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has 
come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright 
and clean, was given her to wear.” 

 
417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness   v. 1                                           
 
A Reading from Psalm 137: 1-6: 
 

P  By the rivers of Babylon we sat and wept when we remembered Zion.  
There on the poplars we hung our harps, for there our captors asked 
us for songs, our tormentors demanded songs of joy; they said, “Sing 
us one of the songs of Zion!” 

 

C  How can we sing the songs of the LORD while in a foreign land?    
If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may my right hand forget its skill.  
May my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth if I do not 
remember you, if I do not consider Jerusalem my highest joy. 
 

417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness   v. 2                                           
 
A Comment on Luke 23: 
 

P As the condemned Jesus staggered through Jerusalem's narrow 
streets, the pitiful sight was too much for some women who 
followed. They broke into tears and beat their breasts.  Jesus turned 
and said to them, "Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for me, but 
weep for yourselves and for your children" (Luke. 23:27-31). 

 

Jesus doesn't want our pity during Lent. He does not expect us to 
"feel His pain."  "Weep for yourselves."  The weeping that Jesus 
looked for in the daughters of Jerusalem and still looks for in us is 



the weeping of repentance: repentance that renounces sin and then 
firmly believes that the suffering of Jesus atones for it all. 
 

During Lent, the suffering of Jesus should move us to weep for 
ourselves because of our sin. For every painful step He took, every 
lash He felt, every insult He heard, and every moment of shame He 
suffered, happened because of the ugliness of our sin.  "He was 
delivered up because of our transgressions" (Romans 4:25). All of this 
should move us to tears. Tears of repentance: tears of sorrow that 
our sin has hurt God, our neighbors, and ourselves. 

 
417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness   v. 3                                            
 
A Comment on Burying the Alleluia: 
 

P  The Alleluia has been sung for the last time today in our final service 
before Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent.  During the next forty 
days we will concentrate on our sin and its consequences.   

  

The Alleluia shouted in heaven will not be heard again until Easter 
morning when we shout: 

  “Christ is risen!” 
 

C   “He is risen indeed. Alleluia!” 
 
417 Alleluia, Song of Gladness   v. 4                                           
 
 
 
Benedicamus and Benediction                 [Psalm 103:1] Numbers 6:24-26 

 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C  Amen. 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria ! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

     Jesus clearly states the significance of the Lord’s Supper for 
His return in glory. “I tell you I shall not drink again of this fruit of 
the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s 
kingdom” (Matthew 26:29). 

 

Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper,  
a report of the CTCR of the LCMS, p. 8 

 



Burial of the Alleluia 
 

     The deposition (discontinuance) of the Alleluia assumed in 
medieval times a solemn and emotional note of saying farewell 
to the beloved song … the “Alleluia.” 
 

     Despite the fact that Pope Alexander II ordered a very simple 
and somber way of “deposing” the Alleluia, a variety of farewell 
customs prevailed in many countries up to the sixteenth 
century. These customs inspired poems that were sung or 
recited during vespers in honor of the sacred word. The best 
known of these was Alleluia, dulce Carmen (Alleluia, Song of 
Gladness), composed by an unknown author in the 11th century 
and translated into English by John Mason Neale in 1866. This 
hymn now appears in the Lutheran Service Book as No. 417. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The “Alleluia” will return when the triumph of Jesus’ 
Resurrection is proclaimed upon our earth. 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 


