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   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this congregation 

in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 

our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and 

wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink 

for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and 

with one another.  Our Lord invites to His table those who trust in His 

words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as 

He forgives and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He 

comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because Holy 

Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, 

any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession differing from 

that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 

and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to speak with the 

Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. We thank you for 

respecting our belief and practice regarding the Lord’s Supper. 

Prayer for the Seventh Sunday in Easter 

 

     O Triune God, may we be kept in the faith by hearing and 

studying Your Word where we learn the good news of our 

forgiveness in Christ and by receiving the Lord’s Supper. Grant that 

our faith be thus strengthened so that the questions that lie heavy 

on our hearts and in the back of our minds no longer cause us 

anxious moments: How can we be sure that we won’t fall away from 

our faith in Jesus? How can we be sure that our faith won’t become 

so weak that we reject Your Son when the going “gets tough”? How 

can we be sure that our faith won’t be swallowed up with the cares 

of this life? Thank You, O God, that Jesus prayed thus for us, “… I 

have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail.” May Your Spirit 

keep us faithful until we are called home. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 



Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 
 

 
 

Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
 

The LORD is my light and my sal- | vation;* 

 whom | shall I fear? 
 

One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek | after:* 

 that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days  

    of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD  

    and to inquire in his | temple. 



For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;* 

 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent;  

    he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 
 

For my father and my mother have for- | saken me,* 

 but the LORD will | take me in. 
 

Wait | for the LORD;* 

 be strong, and let your heart take courage;  

   wait | for the LORD! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Hear, O LORD, when I | cry aloud;* 

 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

   

 

   

 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 

 
 

This Is the Feast Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all 

heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the 

Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; for You 

live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

First Reading: Acts 1:12–26 
 

 Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. And 

when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where 

they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip 

and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of 

Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All 

these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, 

together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his 

brothers. 



 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company 

of persons was in all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture 

had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the 

mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those 

who arrested Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was 

allotted his share in this ministry.” (Now this man bought a field 

with the reward of his wickedness, and falling headlong he burst 

open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. And it became 

known to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was 

called in their own language Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For 

it is written in the Book of Psalms, 
 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 

 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 
 

and 
 

“‘Let another take his office.’ 
 

So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time 

that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one 

of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 

And they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also 

called Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, 

who know the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have 

chosen to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 

which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast 

lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered 

with the eleven apostles. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 
 

 
 

Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 

 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 

 he has put all things un- | der his feet. 



Epistle: 1 John 5:9–15 
 

 If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is 

greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne 

concerning his Son. Whoever believes in the Son of God has the 

testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made 

him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God 

has borne concerning his Son. And this is the testimony, that God 

gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the Son 

has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son 

of God that you may know that you have eternal life. And this is 

the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us 

in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we 

have asked of him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse John 6:68 
 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel: John 17:11b–19 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth 

chapter. 
  

 
  

 [Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you 

have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. While I 

was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given 



me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost 

except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, 

that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. I have given 

them your word, and the world has hated them because they are 

not of the world, just as I am not of the world. I do not ask that 

you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the 

evil one. They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 

Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into 

the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I 

consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

539 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 



Sermon 

       “Sanctified by the Truth” 

        Text:  John 17:11-19 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 



     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic  

          Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

             P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

             C     hear our prayer. 
 

 
 

 

Offering 
 

There is an offering plate in the back of the 
sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings. 

 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and 

in their sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us 



partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 

singing: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate 

with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 

honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 

 
 

 



Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



856 O Christ, Who Called the Twelve 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017611 

 

Stand 

 

Thank the Lord [Psalm 105:1–3, 42–43]; [1 Chronicles 16:8–10] 
 

 

 

 

 



Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 



643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017611 
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                    8 a.m. – Steve White 
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Announcements 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Voters’ Meeting 
Sunday, May 23, 2019, at 9:15 a.m.  

between services 
 

     The main item on the agenda is 
the election of officers and new 
board members. If you are a 
member of Holy Cross, please 
prayerfully consider serving on a 

board or as an officer. Contact Chad Otto if you 
would like to volunteer or if you would like to 
nominate an individual to serve.  

 

 
 

    Holy Cross Men’s Bible Study is exploring 

Luther’s Large Catechism. They meet every 

other Saturday. You are welcome to join 

them at their next meeting on Saturday, May 

22 at 8 a.m. 
 

 

     Julie Ann Zamora is looking for a ride 
to and from church on Sunday 
mornings. She lives at Wind Crest so it 

is close by. She can compensate you for gas. If you can 
help her out please call her at 720-863-8688. 

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 
great is your faithfulness. 

 

Lamentations 3:22-23 



Sharing Christ Confidently 
  

Are you… 
 

     anxious about sharing your faith? 
 

     afraid you aren’t equipped to share your faith? 
 

     worried you might be rejected or ridiculed? 
 

You’re not alone! 
 

     We asked what your first thought that came to mind was when 
you heard the word "witness’. The response was varied and much 
as you might expect. What makes this task seem so intimidating? 
We are all called to be witnesses to the Gospel and to share 
Christ's good news of salvation: 
  

"...always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you" (1 Peter 3:15).  
  

"For it is God who works in you, both to will and to 
work for his good pleasure" (Philippians 2:13).  
  

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes 
…" (Romans 1:16)  
  

"He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him" (John 1:7).  

  

     On Wednesday, May 19, at 6:30 PM (children welcome), we 
are kicking off a congregation wide effort to improve our 
witnessing abilities. We will be going through "How to Share Christ 
Confidently" in small a group setting over the course of several 
weeks. The 48 page booklet will be provided at no cost. Please 
watch for members of the Evangelism Board in early May at a 
sign-up table so we may get an idea of materials needed. We 
strongly encourage everyone to participate so that we can boldly 
share the hope that is in us! 
  

The Evangelism Board, 
Lynne Rodefeld, Joshua Christian, Marie McQuarrie, and Becky 
White  
  

Schedule 
Wed., May 19:  5:30 p.m. Kick off with an ice cream social at church! 
May 19 – June 30:  4 sessions (times, days, and locations determined  
      by each group) 
Wed., June 30:  Final session, with dinner and wrap up at church. 
 

Join us for fellowship while we 
learn how to share Christ with confidence! 



 
 

 

A summer reading program  
that’s all about Jesus. 

 

     It encourages kids to read all summer long, so they build 
vocabulary and comprehension skills while learning more about 
their Savior! CPH Reads runs from June 1 through August 13, 
2021. Any book children read will earn them points, and if they 
log 1,000 points by August 13, they’ll be entered in for a chance 
to win awesome prizes. 
  

Get started in a few easy steps. 
What you need to do: 

1. Pick up a reading log from the table in the narthex. 
2. Go to cph.org/reads with an adult to create an account. 
3. Log any book they read between June 1 and August. 
4. READ! 

  

Read together. 
Pray together. 

Find hope together with Christ. 
  

___________________________________________ 
 

 
 

     KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension of 
LCMS congregations, shares Christ for 
you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via worship 
services, Bible and theology studies, practical talk 
programs, and sacred music. You can find 

programs on demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your 
podcasts! Find us on social: @KFUOradio on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram. 
     CHRIST FOR YOU this week on KFUO.org: study Jeremiah 
3-5 on Sharper Iron (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), dig into 1 Kings 
17-20 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT), and hear 
a practical application of our Lutheran Confessions on Concord 
Matters (Saturday at 10:00 a.m. CT). Download our new KFUO 
Radio iOS or Android app to listen live or on demand! 

http://kfuo.org/
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=307bd1a1e9&e=1a6b4f30f6
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=99ff65f873&e=1a6b4f30f6
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=4b8472aa8a&e=1a6b4f30f6
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=4959e8c096&e=1a6b4f30f6
http://kfuo.org/


Petitions and Prayers:  We pray because God has 
commanded us to pray. 
 

Health concerns: 
 

   Lord Jesus, lift the spirits and strengthen the faith of those 
people who are ill, helping them to look beyond this present 
affliction. Remind them that You are near, even in this time of pain 
and suffering. Heal them if it be Your will; if not, give them the 
strength to endure in faith. We pray in Your name, our only Lord 
and Savior. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Sonja Bowles – Cancer 
- Steve Hollis – healing from a bad case of Covid 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer 
- Harlan Kurtz (Lisa Oliver’s father) – finding right medications and 

healing from infections 
 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

A Prayer for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
   Eternal and everlasting God, by Your grace Jesus Christ won 
eternal salvation for us by His redemptive work. Jesus took our 
sins upon Himself, dying on the tree of the cross and rising, that 
those who believe in Him will eat from the tree of life forevermore. 
Amen 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
May 16, 2021 

 

“William Shakespeare once reasoned, ‘Love sought is good, 
but given unsought is better.’ How do you know that God loves 
you? While you and I were yet wandering, Christ was 
wandering after us, pursuing us, even by way of the cross: love 
seeking the lost in human flesh. It is this sacrifice that stands as 
the greatest marker in all time.”  
 

Ravi Zacharias, evangelist 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In peace I will both lie down and sleep;  

for you alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
 Psalm 4:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 
Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 

Check us out and Like us at 
facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Hey Look! It's a list of all 

the verses that support 

Lutheranism!    

http://www.lhm.org/

