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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the Second Sunday in Easter

O Lord, You are God in heaven and on the earth beneath; there
is no other. These words of Moses assure us today as much as they
did the Israelites that You are the only God and that there is no
other God. You are life itself and the source of all that is good and
perfect, of limitless and eternal abundance. O God, may You grant
us Your Holy Spirit so that we become ever more desirous to read
and study Your Word and thus know You better. Grant that the
knowledge and insights gained fill our souls with that light that
comes only from You. In this way we can and will be made wise in
the saving faith. May we ever trust You for all our needs. In the
name of Jesus, whom You sent to be the Savior of the world. Amen.




Confession and Absolution
487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
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1 Come, you faith-ful, raise the strain Of tri - um-phant glad -ness!
2 'Tis  the spring of souls to - day: Christ has burst His pris - on
3 Now the queen of sea-sons, bright With the day of splen-dor,
4 For to - day a-mong His own Christ ap-peared, be - stow - ing
5Al - le - lu-ial Now we cry To our King im - mor - tal,
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God has brought His Is-ra-el In - to joy from sad - ness,
And from three days’ sleep in death As a sun has ris - en;
With the roy - al feast of feasts Comes its joy to ren - der;
His deep peace, which ev - er-more Pass - es  hu - man know - ing.
Who, tri - um - phant, burst the bars Of the tomb’s dark por - tal.
o) , , .
Iﬂ' - E— - ' ' —— f I T ” |
<D I T i 1= —e——+ o i —
J ' T et [~ p=!
Loosed from Pha-raoh’s bit - ter yoke Ja - cob’s sons and daugh - ters,
All the win - ter of our sins, Long and dark, is fly - ing
Comes to glad - den faith-ful hearts Which with true af - fec - tion
Nei - ther could the gates of death Nor the tomb’s dark por - tal
Come, you faith - ful, raise the strain Of tri - um - phant glad - ness!
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Led them with un-moist-ened foot Through the Red Sea wa - ters.
From His light, to whom is giv’n Laud and praise un - dy - ing.

Wel-come in un-wea - ried strain Je - sus’ res - ur-rec - tion!
Nor the watch-ers nor the seal Hold Him as a mor - tal
God hasbroughtHis Is - ra - el In - to joy from sad - ness!

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
(P} In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13

(P} Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
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If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are
feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God's Word, and call upon Him
in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves
from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take
refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father,
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Confession of Sins

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins,
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
Absolution [John 20:19-23]
P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Stand
Service of the Word
Introit
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Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,
that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*

if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.



Oh give thanks to the LoRrD; call up- | on his name;*
make known his deeds among the | peoples!

Sing to him, sing prais- | es to him;*
tell of all his | wondrous works!

Glory in his | holy name;*
let the hearts of those who seek the | LORD rejoice!

Seek the LORD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!

Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered.

He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;

as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk,
that by it you may grow up to sal- | vation—*
if indeed you have tasted that the | Lord is good.

"LORD, HAVE MERCY

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.




Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—

Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,

You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P} Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord's
resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and
conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
First Reading: Acts 4:32-35

The full number of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him
was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great



power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection
of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was
not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of
lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each
as any had need.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Christ has risen | from the dead.*
[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor.
He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;*
he has put all things un- | der his feet.

Epistle: 1 John 1:1—2:2

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim
to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us— that which we have seen and heard we proclaim
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and
indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus
Christ. And we are writing these things so that our joy may be
complete.

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. If we say we
have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do
not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus
his Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from



all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a
liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you
may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse
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Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
John 20:31
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Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le-1u - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors
being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said to them, “"Peace be with
you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so | am sending you.” And when he had said this, he



breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you
forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold
forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with
them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see in his hands the
mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails,
and place my hand into his side, | will never believe.”

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, "Peace be with you.” Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”
Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have believed.”

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples,
which are not written in this book; but these are written so that
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
by believing you may have life in his name.

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.



Sit

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life 'I- everlasting. Amen.

603 We Know That Christ Is Raised
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1 We know that  Christ is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in His sav - ing death.
3 The Fa-ther’s splen - dorclothes the Son with life.
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Em-braced by death, He broke its fear - ful hold;
Re - born, we share with Him an Eas - ter life
The Spir - it’s pow - er shakes the Church of God.
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And our de - spair He turned to blaz - ing joy.
As liv - ing mem - bers  of a liv - ing Christ.
Bap - tized, we live with God the Three in One.
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Al - le - lu - ia!
Al - le - Iu - ia!
Al - le - lu - ia!

Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017611
Tune: Public domain

Sermon

“The Doubter”

Text: John 20:19-31

Gy oRa



461 | Know That My Redeemer Lives
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11 know that my Re - deem - er lives;  What com - fort
2 He lives tri - um - phant from the grave; He lives e -
3 He lives to bless me with  His love; He lives to
4 He lives to grant me rich sup - ply; He lives to
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this sweet sen - tence gives! He lives, He lives, who
ter - nal - ly to save; He lives all - glo - rious
plead for me a - bove; He lives my hun - gry
guide me with His eye; He lives to com - fort
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once was dead; He lives, my ev - er - liv - ing head.
in the sky; He lives ex - alt - ed there on high.
soul to feed; He lives to help in time of need.
me when faint; He lives to hear my soul’s com - plaint.

5 He lives to silence all my fears;
He lives to wipe away my tears;
He lives to calm my troubled heart;
He lives all blessings to impart.

6  He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;
He lives and loves me to the end;
He lives, and while He lives, I'll sing;
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

7  He lives and grants me daily breath;
He lives, and | shall conquer death;
He lives my mansion to prepare;
He lives to bring me safely there.

8 He lives, all glory to His name!
He lives, my Jesus, still the same;
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:
| know that my Redeemer lives!

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand
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Offering

There is an offering plate in the back of the
sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings.

Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayer:

(P}  Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Closing Collect

(P} Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank
and praise You for continuing among us the preaching of
Your Gospel for our instruction and edification. Send Your
blessing upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and by
Your Holy Spirit increase our saving knowledge of You, that
day by day we may be strengthened in the divine truth and
remain steadfast in Your grace. Give us strength to fight the
good fight and by faith to overcome all the temptations of
Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we may finally receive
the salvation of our souls; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

4111

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.
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11 want to  walk as a child of the light.
21 want to see the bright-ness  of God.
3 I'm look -ing  for the com -ing of  Christ.
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I want to fol - low Je - sus.
I want to look at Je - sus.
I want to be with Je - sus.
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God set the stars to  give light to the  world.
Clear Sun of Righ - teous - ness, shine on my path,
When we have run with pa - tience the race,
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The star of my life is Je - sus.
And show me the way to the Fa - ther.
We shall know the joy of Je - sus.
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In Him there is no dark - ness at all.
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The night and the day are both a - like.
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The Lamb is the light of the cit - y of  God.
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Shine in my  heart, Lord Je - sus.

Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017611



Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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Announcements

__I|= Assisting Elders: 8 a.m. — Steve White
Il 10:30 a.m. — Curt Oliver

Could you pitch in for an hour or so to do some
spring cleaning in the narthex and santuary?
Saturday, April 17, - -
g i ok 4 /D
'cleaning 9-10 a.m. «ﬁ
Everyone Welcome!

(just prior to the LWML meeting at 10 a.m. — @
all ladies are invited to join us for LWML)

Portals of Prayer for
April-June 2021 are out!
Pick up your copy from the table in the narthex by the
front door. We have digest size copies if you need larger

print. These are a great resource to use in your daily
devotions!




Petitions and Prayers: In its simplest form, prayer is
“calling upon the name of the Lord.”

Health concerns: %

Precious Lord and Savior, You alone are able to help us. Be
with those people who are physically sick and in need of Your
healing touch. We ask You to guide their doctors so that they
receive the best possible care. Heal and restore them to health as
suits Your wisdom. Amen.

Please keep the following in your prayers:
- Donna Benz
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) — cancer

Prayer of intercession:

A Prayer for the Second Sunday of Easter

Risen Savior, grant us the fullness of joy and peace that Your
resurrection offers. By Your rising from the dead, You have
confirmed our faith that You are the Son of God, that our many
sins for which You died on the cross are all forgiven, and that our
future is not in this dreary world but in the home in heaven You
have prepared for us. By Your Spirit and Your Word, dispel our
doubts and fears so that we are strengthened to live as those who
have been redeemed by Your death on the cross. Amen.

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life
April 11, 2021
“Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter clinched it for Paul. If
God’s Son, divine and holy from all eternity, would take on
human flesh for me, obey the commandments for me, suffer
and die for me, and rise again to guarantee my forgiveness and
resurrection, there can be no doubt. He loves me.”

Rev. Mark Jeske, Time of Grace
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life « lutheransforlife.org

Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First

Bible Study Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch

... 7 and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship
services.

For even the Son of Man came not be served but to
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Mark 10:45



“Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

John 20:29

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod)
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Sunday Worship Services........c.ccoveueuneene. 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Bible Classes and Sunday School..........cccoveeeiininieennee 9:25 a.m.
Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office 303-683-1300
303-683-1311
303-470-0165

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

2= LUTHERAN Holy Cross
o \ i Lutheran Church
Check out

The Lutheran Hour
Sunday mornings at
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio

or
go to www.lhm.org and click on
"Listen Now" anytime.

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook.
|& L| ke Check us out and Like us at
facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch.
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