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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Prayer for the First Sunday after Christmas 

 

    Dear Savior, thank You for becoming a man. What a sacrifice 

that was! You left the glories of heaven; You put off using Your 

divine power, wisdom, knowledge, and authority; You were born 

in humility and raised in poverty; and, throughout Your life, You 

knew the horror of how Your life would end. You did all this, not 

for a friend or for some holy person but for us—sinners. Because 

You came in the flesh, our lives contain a promise of 

restoration—a promise made sure in Your life, death, 

resurrection, and ascension. Through You, the Word made flesh, 

we are restored to a right relationship with God. Lord Jesus, thank 

You for becoming what we needed most, a Savior from sin. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

367 Angels from the Realms of Glory 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



Exhortation 1 John 1:8–9 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 

is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

Confession of Sins 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 

sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved You with 

our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 
 

 
 



The LORD has bared his holy arm  

before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 
 

Oh sing to the LORD a new song,  

for he has done | marvelous things!* 

 His right hand and his holy arm  

    have worked salva- | tion for him. 
 

The LORD has made known his sal- | vation;* 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the | nations. 
 

He has remembered his steadfast love  

and faithfulness to the house of | Israel.* 

 All the ends of the earth have seen  

   the salvation | of our God. 
 

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, | all the earth;* 

 break forth into joyous song and sing | praises! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

The LORD has bared his holy arm  

before the eyes of all the | nations,* 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation | of our God. 
 

 

 

 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
  

 



 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us 

and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously 

restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in 



Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

 
Sit 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful    

        headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 
 

For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

 and her salvation as a burning torch. 

The nations shall see your righteousness, 

 and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual 
 

 
 



To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

  and the government shall be upon his | shoulder. 

And his name shall be called  

Wonderful Counselor, | Mighty God,* 

  Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 

  for he has done | marvelous things! 

 

 

Epistle: Galatians 4:4–7 
  

    When the fullness of time had 

come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 

to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive 

adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are 

no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through 

God. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Holy Gospel: Luke 2:22–40 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
  

 
 When the time came for their purification according to the Law 

of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to 

present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 

“Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the 

Lord”) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law 

of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now 

there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this 

man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of 

Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 

had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the 

temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 

him according to the custom of the Law, he took him up in his 

arms and blessed God and said, 
 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 
 

 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 

him. And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 

“Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in 

Israel, and for a sign that is opposed (and a sword will pierce 

through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 

may be revealed.” 



 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of 

the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with 

her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as 

a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the 

temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And 

coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and 

to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 

 And when they had performed everything according to the Law 

of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of 

Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Sit 
 

358 From Heaven Above to Earth I Come 
 

 

 

 
 

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest, 

Through whom the sinful world is blest! 

You came to share my misery 

That You might share Your joy with me. 



 

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 

Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled, 

A quiet chamber set apart 

For You to dwell within my heart. 
 

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n, 

Who unto us His Son has giv’n! 

While angels sing with pious mirth 

A glad new year to all the earth. 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon 

       “Born Under the Law” 

       Text:  Galatians 4:4-7 
 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God 
 

 

 

 
 

Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 
Text (st. 1): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017611 

 

(412 The People That in Darkness Sat) 
 

3 To us a Child of hope is born, 

    To us a Son is giv’n, 

And on His shoulder ever rests 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n, 

    All pow’r in earth and heav’n. 
 

4 His name shall be the Prince of Peace, 

    The Everlasting Lord, 



The Wonderful, the Counselor, 

    The God by all adored, 

    The God by all adored. 
 

D 6 Lord Jesus, reign in us, we pray, 

    And make us Thine alone, 

Who with the Father ever art 

    And Holy Spirit, one, 

    And Holy Spirit, one. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Stand 

 

 

 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

          dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 



Prayer of the Church 
     

    After each portion of the prayer: 
 

             P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

             C     hear our prayer. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Offering 
 

There is an offering plate in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings. 
 

Stand 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Closing Collect 
 

P     Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a 

word of power and peace to convert those not yet Your own 

and to confirm those who have come to saving faith. May Your 

Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, 

and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your 

Word may achieve the purpose for which You send it; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 
 



              

               Assisting Elders:   8 a.m. – Bob Stabo 
                                      10:30 a.m. – Gary Bartels 
 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Announcements 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 Thank you to the following members for gracing our chancel 
with poinsettias this Christmas: the Greg Allan family; Tim and 
Nancy Gropp; John and Diane Lee; Marie McQuarrie; Terry 
and Connie Mitchell; Jerry and Shirley Tuell; Jane Wheatley; 
Steve and Becky White; Dave and Helga Weiss; and Julie Ann 
Zamora. 
 

   Julie Ann Zamora needs a ride to and from church 

on Sunday mornings and Wednesdays (during 

Advent and Lent) from Wind Crest. If you are able 

to help out, please call her at 720-863-8688. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering Envelope 
 

     The 2021 Offering Envelopes are 
available on the table in the narthex. If you 
didn’t find yours or would like to request 
envelopes, please contact Dave Shavlik. 

 
     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 

    I have come into the world as light, so that 

whoever believes 

in me may not 

remain in darkness. 

John 12:46 
 
 
 
 

Portals of Prayer for  

January-March 2021 are out! 
 

     Pick up your copy from the table in the narthex.  We have digest 

size copies if you need larger print. These are a great resource to 

use in your daily devotions! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Petitions and Prayers:   Through Jesus who justified us 
by His death and resurrection, we are assured that God 
will hear us and will “freely give us all things.” 
 

Health concerns: 
 

    Dear Jesus, Great Physician of body and soul, hear our prayer 
for those who are sick. Be for them the grace sufficient for them in 
this time of suffering. Remind them that in their weakness Your 
power is being brought to perfection. If it be Your will, bring 
healing to these people, even as we anticipate the ultimate 
healing in the joys of heaven. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Joyce Hansen - cancer 



- Theresa Kingham – cancer 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer 
- Julie Ann Zamora – multiple health issues 

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

A Prayer for the End of the Year 
*Lord God Almighty, You are the beginning and the end. Teach us 
to begin each day and every year with the truth and 
encouragement of Your Word. Guide us also to close each night 
and season in the forgiveness of Your Son, Jesus Christ. At this 
time, show us Your mercy, giving us boldness to seek Your will 
and courage to be obedient to Your will. Be our life and salvation 
in this world as we anticipate worshiping You in the world to come. 
In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 

Isaiah 61:10 
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“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
December 27, 2020 

 

“The slaughter of the innocents continues in our time … done 
not out of anger, but because the arrival of these little ones is 
deemed inconvenient or too expensive or sometimes simply 
because they are not the ‘right’ sex. We, like Rachel, weep 
over our lost children. But mourning their loss does not mean 
that we do not fight to end this assault on the sanctity of life. 
The holy birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, which has 
transformed the world for the good in so many ways, gives us 
hope that abortion, too, can be ended.”  
 

Steven Mosher, Population Research Institute 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

No Jesus No Peace 

Know Jesus Know Peace 
 

http://www.lhm.org/

