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Lessons and Carols
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December 24, 2020 5 PM and 7 PM

Holy Cross Lutheran Church
(Missouri Synod)
9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd.
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
www.hclchr.org

Sunday Worship Services.........ccccovnnnnnnneenn 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Bible Classes and Sunday School..........cccovrivrriririceceeee, 9:25 a.m.
Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office 303-683-1300
303-683-1311
303-470-0165

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for Christmas Eve

Oh Holy God, we join the angels in singing “glory to God
(n the highest, and on earth peace.” You are a great and
gracious God who kept Your promise and sent Your one and
only Son to be born of a virgin. In Jesus, the gift of heaven is
opened for us and we are heirs of eternal glory. Let us kneel
in humility before the Christ Child and then go and spread
the word concerning Him. Fill each of us with Christmas joy
and zeal each and every day until His glorious return. We
pray this in His name. Amen.




377 On Christmas Night All Christians Sing
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1 On Christ-mas night all Chris - tians sing To hear the news the

2 Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since our Re-deem - er
3 When sin  de - parts be - fore His grace, Then life and health come
4 Al out of dark-ness we have light, Which made the an - gels
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an - gels bring, On Christ - mas night all Chris - tians sing To

made us glad, Then why should men on earth be so sad, Since
in its place, When sin de - parts be - fore His grace, Then
sing this night, All out of dark - ness we have light, Which
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hear the news the an-gels bring, News of great joy, news of great
our Re-deem - er made us glad, When from our sin  He set us
life and health come in its place; An - gels and men with joy may
made the an - gels sing this night: “Glo - ry to God and peace to
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mirth, News of our mer - ci - ful King’s birth.
free, All for to gain our lib - er - ty?
sing, All for to see the new - born King.
men Now and for - ev - er - more. A - men”

Tune and text: Public domain

Jesus Christ is the Light of World
The Light no darkness can overcome.

Blessed are you, O Christ, Son of God, who was before time began
You are the light that never fades.

We wait for the Word of the Lord as we wait for the rains
and our God shall come down upon us like gentle dew.

Turn us again, O God of our Salvation
That the light of your face may shine forth!
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You that dwell between the cherubim, shine forth!
Stir up your strength and come.

The Spirit and the Church cry out:
Come, Lord Jesus

All those who await his appearance pray:
Come, Lord Jesus

The whole creation pleads:
Come, Lord Jesus

Confession and Absolution

In the name of the Father and of the "}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to
die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us
remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us
true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to
Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

(P} Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has

given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our
sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become
the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that
believes and is baptized shall be saved.

Grant this, Lord, unto us all.

Amen.

Sit



361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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10 lit - tle town of Beth-1le-hem, How still we  see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent-1ly, how si-lent-ly The won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 0 ho - ly Child of Beth-le - hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d'ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter in, Be born in us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ- mas an - gels The great glad tid -ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.
(6] come to us, a- bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!

Text and tune: Public domain

LESSONS
an
CAROLS

Service of the Word

THE FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7
Messiah Foretold



366 It Came upon the Midnight Clear
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I Tt came wup-on the mid-night clear, That glo - rious song of old,
2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come With peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 All  you, be-neathyour heav -y load, By care and guilt bent low,
4 For lo, the days havecome to pass By proph-ets seen of old,
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From an - gels bend - ing near the earth To  touch their harps of gold:
And  still their heav'n-ly mu - sic floats O’er  all the wea - ry world.
Who toil a-long a drea-ry way With pain-ful steps and slow:
When down in - to the cir-cling years Came Christ as was fore - told.

“Peace on the earth, good-will to all, From heav’n’s all - gra - cious king.”
A - bove its sad and low-ly plains They bend on hov-’ring wing,
Look wup, for gold - en is the hour, Come swift - ly on the wing,
His word of peace shall to the earth God’s an - cient prom-ise bring,

The world in sol - emn still - ness lay To hear the an - gels sing.
And ev - er o'er its ba - bel sounds The bless-ed an - gels sing.
The Prince was born to bring you peace; Of Him the an - gels sing.
And all who take this gift will hear The song the an - gels sing.

Text and tune: Public domain

THE SECOND LESSON

Luke 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel visits Mary.

356 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
Trio by Hannah, Joshua, and Stephen Christian

The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!



“For know a blesséd mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God's holy name.”
Most highly favored lady,
Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady.”
Gloria!

Text: Public domain

THE THIRD LESSON
Luke 2:1-7
The Birth of Jesus

393 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly
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I'In - fant ho - ly, In - fant low-1ly, For His bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, Shep-herds keep-ing Vig-il till the morn-ing new
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Ox - en low - ing, Lit - tle know - ing Christ the child is Lord of all.
Saw the glo - ry, Heard the sto - ry, Tid - ings of a Gos-pel true.
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Swift-ly wing-ing, An - gels sing-ing, Bells are ring-ing, Tid - ings bring-ing:
Thus re - joic - ing, Free from sor-row, Prais-es voic-ing, Greet the mor-row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all! Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

Tune and text: Public domain



THE FOURTH LESSON

Luke 2:8-18
The angels and shepherds announce His birth.

368 Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we haveheard on high, Sweet-ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this  ju - bi-lee? Why your joy-ous strains pro-long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see Him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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And the moun-tains in re-ply, Ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be Which in - spire your heav’'n - ly song?
Come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.
Refrain —
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THE FIFTH LESSON

Luke 2:19-20
Mary treasured up these things in her heart.



370 What Child Is This
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1 What child is this, who, laid to rest, On  Mar-y’s lap is
2 Why lies He in  such mean es-tate Where ox and ass are
3 So bring Him in - cense, gold, andmyrrh; Come, peas - ant, king, to
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sleep - ing? Whom an - gels greet with an - thems sweet While
feed - ing? Good Chris - tian, fear; for sin - ners here The
own  Him. The King of kings sal - va - tion brings; Let
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shep - herds watch are  keep - ing? This, this is
si - lent Word is plead - ing. Nails, spear  shall
lov. - ing hearts en - throne  Him. Raise, raise  the
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Christ the king, Whom shep - herds guard and  an - gels sing.;
pierce  Him through, The  cross be borne for me, for you;
song  on high, The vir - gin sings her  lul - la - by;

Haste, haste to bring Him Iaud The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, The babe, the son of Mar-y!
Joy, jov. for Christ is born, The babe, the son of Mar-y!

Text and tune: Public domain

THE SIXTH LESSON

1 John 4:7-16
Love



384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Solo 1 Of the Fa - ther’s love be-got - ten Ere the worlds be -
Men 2 Oh, that birth for - ev - er bless -ed, When the vir - gin,
Women 3 This is He whom seers in old time Chant-ed of with
All 40 ye heights of heav'n, a - dore Him; An - gel hosts, His
All A5 Christ, to Thee, with God the Fa - ther, And, O Ho - ly
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gan to be, He is Al - pha and O - me - ga,
full of grace, By the Ho - ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing,
one  ac - cord, Whom the voic - es of the  proph - ets
prais - es sing. Pow’rs, do - min - ions, bow be - fore Him
Ghost, to Thee Hymn and chant and high thanks - giv - ing
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He the source, the end - ing He, Of the things that are, that
Bore the Sav - ior of our race, And the babe, the world’s Re -
Prom-ised in their faith-ful word. Now He shines, the long - ex -
And ex - tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
And un - end - ing prais-es be, Hon-or, glo-ry, and do-
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have been, And that fu - ture  years shall see
deem - er, First re - vealed His sa - cred face
pect - ed; Let cre - a - tion  praise its Lord
si - lent, Ev - ’ry voice in con - cert Tring
min - ion, And e - ter - nal vic - to - 1y
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more

Ev - er-more and ev - er - more

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more

Ev - er - more and ev - er - more A -
Text and t

Sermon: “God With Us”

God With Us

Based on Matthew 1:18-25

men.

une: Public domain
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Offering

There is an offering plate in the back of the
sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings.

Stand
The Litany
The congregation's response will begin just as the
leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
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Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our Synodical president Rev. Dr. Matthew Harrison, our
District President Rev. Roger Schlechte, for all pastors in Christ,
for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray
to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For President Donald Trump, for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld
and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
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For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this
congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need,
let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:

1
b |
»

o P — —

L g

For the faithful who have gone

before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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@ Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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(L) Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us

commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:



Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear
of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

i

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

A - men.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving

(P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever. Amen.



Lighting of the Candles

(Please remember to tilt only the unlit candle while
lighting your candle so that the wax doesn’t drip.)

363 Silent Night, Holy Night
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1 8i - lent mnightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
2Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
38 - lent mnightt ho - ly night! Son of God,
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all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-1ly face
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en - ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-1Iu - ial  Christ, the Sav-ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
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peace, Sleep in heav. - en - ly  peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at  Thy birth.
Tune and text: Public domain
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *}+ give you peace.

Amen.
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I Hark! The her - ald an- gels sing, “Glo -ry to the new-born King;
2 Christ, by high - est heav'n a - dored, Christ,the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail, the heav’'n-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth and mer - cy mild,

God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled!”

Late in time be-hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin's womb.
Light and life to all He brings, Ris’'n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all ye na-tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;

Veiled in flesh the God-head see,

Hail the in-car - nate De - i - ty!

Mild He lays His glo - ry by, Born that man no more may die,
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With the an-gel - ic  host pro-claim, “Christ is born in Beth-le-hem!”

Pleased as Man with man to dwell, Je - sus, our Im-man-u - el!

Born  to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.

A Refrain . —
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born King!”

Tune and text: Public domain




Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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