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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 
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Prayer for the Second Wednesday in Advent 

 

     O Eternal God, we come before You with expectant hearts. 

Your words of promise in Zechariah, “See, your King comes to 

you, righteous and having salvation” stir us to believe that Jesus 

will come again. He will come in spite of, and to take away, the 

load of sin, guilt, sorrow, and doubt that we insist on carrying 

around. We give You praise and thanks that He comes neither in 

judgment nor in condemnation. Rather, Jesus comes with 

forgiveness for our sins so that we may be God’s dear children 

and enjoy the bliss of heaven forever. Keep us safe until that day 

of Jesus’ second coming! Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Service of Light 
 

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 

 

Versicles    John 8:12; John 1:5; Luke 24:29; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6 
 

 

 
  

 

 



  

 
 

Phos Hilaron 
 

P Joyous light of glory: 

C of the immortal Father; 

heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 

We have come to the setting of the sun, 

and we look to the evening light. 

We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: 

You are worthy of being praised 

with pure voices forever. 

O Son of God, O Giver of life: 

the universe proclaims Your glory. 
 

Thanksgiving for Light 
 

P Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who 

led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 

of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your 

Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our 

path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation 

and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
 

C    Sung by congregation 

I, II   Sung by Cantor 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Psalm Prayer 
 

L Let us pray. 

Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O 

Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with 

purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on 

earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You 

forever. 

C Amen. 

 
 

 

Readings 
 

Reading: Isaiah 40:1–11 
 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

 and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 

 that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 

 double for all her sins. 
 

A voice cries: 

“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

 make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 

 and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 

 and the rough places a plain. 

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

 and all flesh shall see it together, 

 for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 



A voice says, “Cry!” 

 And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 

 and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades 

 when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 

 surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 

 but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

Get you up to a high mountain, 

 O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 

 O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 

 lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 

 “Behold your God!” 

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

 and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him. 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 

 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 

 and gently lead those that are with young. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Reading: 2 Peter 3:8–14 
 

 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord 

one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 

but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 

that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and 

the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the 

earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 

people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting 



for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which 

the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly 

bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are 

waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 

dwells. 

 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent 

to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace. 
 

P O Lord, have mercy on us. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading: Luke 1:73–75 
 

… the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 

 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

might serve him without fear, 

 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
 

Final Reading Response Hebrews 1:1–2a 
 

P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by 

the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His 

Son. 
 

360 All My Heart Again Rejoices 
 

 

 

 
 



5 Softly from His lowly manger 

    Jesus calls 

    One and all, 

“You are safe from danger. 

Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed; 

    All you need 

I will surely give you.” 
 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

    “The Benedictus:  The Advent Life” 

    Text:  Luke 1:73-75 

 
Stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Canticle 
 

Magnificat Luke 1:46–55 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 
Offering 

 

There is an offering plate in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer 
 

Litany  
 

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition 

ends so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader 

and congregation. 
  

 

 
  

P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison, our District 

President Roger Schlechte, for all pastors in Christ, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For President Donald Trump, for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be 

upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and 

protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in 

this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the 

people here present who await from the Lord great and 

abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the 

earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and 

need, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  

 

 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  



 

 
 

Collect For Peace 
 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which 

the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments and also that we, being defended from 

the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1] 
 

 

 
 

Benediction 
 

 

 
 

346 When All the World Was Cursed 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017611 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Benedictus 
Luke 1:68–79 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 


