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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
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Prayer for the First Wednesday in Advent

Lord God, we praise You that You comforted Your people with
the promise of a Redeemer. We praise You that in the fullness of
time You sent Your Son as that Redeemer. We praise You that
You give promise that You will send Him to us again to judge the
world in righteousness. Open our hearts to receive our Redeemer
now as He comes to us in Word and Sacrament. Open our eyes of
faith in an awareness of His presence in our lives by His grace.
Make Advent a blessing to us as we welcome our King in faith
and love. We lift our hearts to welcome Him anew. Fill us with
gladness as He comes to us. Amen.




Service of Light

332 Savior of the Nations, Come
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That the Lord chose such a birth.
Wom - an’s off - spring, pure and fresh.
God was there up - on His throne.
His he - ro - ic course be - gan.
5  God the Father was His source,

A8

Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,

Back then to His throne and crown.

For You are the Father’'s Son
Who in flesh the vict'ry won.

By Your mighty pow'r make whole

All our ills of flesh and soul.

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be

Now and through eternity.

Text (sts. 3, 6-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4-5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110017611
Text (sts. 1-2) and tune: Public domain



Versicles John 8:12; John 1:5; Luke 24:29; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6
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Phos Hilaron

(P} Joyous light of glory:
of the immortal Father;
heavenly, holy, blessed Jesus Christ.
We have come to the setting of the sun,
and we look to the evening light.
We sing to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit:
You are worthy of being praised
with pure voices forever.
O Son of God, O Giver of life:
the universe proclaims Your glory.

Thanksgiving for Light
(P] Blesséd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who
led Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar

of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your
Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our



path; for You are merciful, and You love Your whole creation
and we, Your creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit.
Amen.
Sit
Psalmody
Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1-4, 8

Sung by congregation
I, Il Sung by Cantor
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.

(M O Lord, I call to You; come to me quick - ly; hear my voice
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(M Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.
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Strip me not of my life. Glo-ry be tothe Fa - ther and
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.

Psalm Prayer

(P} Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O
Lord, and let Your loving-kindness descend on us that, with
purified minds, we may sing Your praises with the Church on
earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You
forever.

Amen.




Readings
Reading: Isaiah 64:1-9

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down,
that the mountains might quake at your presence—
as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
and that the nations might tremble at your presence!
When you did awesome things that we did not look for,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
From of old no one has heard
or perceived by the ear,
no eye has seen a God besides you,
who acts for those who wait for him.
You meet him who joyfully works righteousness,
those who remember you in your ways.
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned;
in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved?
We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls upon your name,
who rouses himself to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities.
But now, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
Be not so terribly angry, O LORD,
and remember not iniquity forever.
Behold, please look, we are all your people.



Reading Response

P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that was given you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you were
enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the
testimony about Christ was confirmed among you—so that you
are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait for the revealing of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Reading Response

(P} O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading: Luke 1:67-72

And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and
prophesied, saying,
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has visited and redeemed his people
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.

Final Reading Response Hebrews 1:1-2a

(P} In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by
the prophets.

But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His
Son.
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Sermon
“The Benedictus:
Text: Luke 1:67-72

Stand

win - ter,

When half - spent
Sav - ior,  When half - spent
saves  us And light - ens
heav - en, And to  the

The Advent Message”

was

was
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the night.

the night.
-ty load.
- less day.

Text and tune: Public domain



Canticle

Magnificat Luke 1:46-55
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Lord, and my spir - it re - joic - es inGod, my Sav - ior.
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2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
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the lowlinessof . . . . ... .......... His hand-maiden.
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3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
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1 For be - hold,fromthis . ................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho . .. .. .......... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
H ,
[ P A N | |
[ WP R—— —— ] il
[ IR\ - . | | i—‘—H
Q) [ 4
1 all generationswill . .. ............ call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . . .. ... .. A - men. Refrain



Stand

Litany
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Offering

There is an offering plate in the back of the
sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings.

Prayer

The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition
ends so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by both leader
and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our Synodical President Matthew Harrison, our District
President Roger Schlechte, for all pastors in Christ, for all
servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to
the Lord:
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Lord, have mercy.

For President Donald Trump, for all public servants, for the
government and those who protect us, that they may be
upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and
protection in this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in
this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the
people here present who await from the Lord great and
abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the
earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and
need, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For ... [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

The prayers then continue:
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Thanks be to God.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

Silence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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To You, O Lord.

Collect For Peace

P] O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which
the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey
Your commandments and also that we, being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(P} Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to
pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.




Benedicamus [Psalm 103:1]
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the "< Son, and
the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
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1 Come, Thou pre - cious Ran - som, come, On - ly hope for
2 En - ter now  my wait - ing heart, Glo - rious King and
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4 Hail! Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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sin - ful mor - tals! Come, O Sav - ior of the world!
Lord most ho - ly. Dwell in me and ne’er de - part,
ceive, I pray Thee; Ev - er- more, as best 1 can,
sup - pli - ca - tion! Let Thy king - dom, scep - ter, crown,
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau - ty
Though I am but poor and low - ly. Ah, what rich - es
Sav - ior, I will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith 1
Bring us bless-ing and sal - va - tion, That for - ev - er
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let us see; Anx - ious - ly we wait  for Thee.

will be mine When Thou art my guest di - vine!

will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.

we may sing: Hail! Ho - san - na to our King.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)

Y

| ORD



Advent
x Wreath

1st CANDLE — (purple) THE PROPHECY CANDLE or CANDLE
OF HOPE — We can have hope because God is faithful and
will keep the promises made to us. Our hope comes from
God. (Romans 15:12-13)

2nd CANDLE — (purple) THE BETHLEHEM CANDLE or THE
CANDLE OF PREPARATION — God kept his promise of a
Savior who would be born in Bethlehem. Preparation
means to “get ready”. Help us to be ready to welcome YOU,
O GOD! (Luke 3:4-6)

3rd CANDLE — (pink) THE SHEPHERD CANDLE or THE
CANDLE OF JOY — The angels sang a message of JOY!
(Luke 2:7-15)

4th CANDLE — (purple) THE ANGEL CANDLE or THE CANDLE
OF LOVE — The angles announced the good news of a
Savior. God sent his only Son to earth to save us, because
he loves us! (John 3:16-17)

5th CANDLE — (white) “CHRIST CANDLE" - The white candle
reminds us that Jesus is the spotless lamb of God, sent to
wash away our sins! His birth was for his death, his death
was for our birth! (John 1:29)



