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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

    O almighty God, You demonstrated Your almighty power by 

creating heaven and earth out of nothing by virtue of Your mere 

Word:  You spoke, and it was!  You continue to demonstrate that 

power to us by maintaining the universe.  You, O God, our 

Father in Christ Jesus, love us and in Your holy Word give us 

many precious, astounding promises.  Strengthen our faith so 

that we not tremble in fear when great trouble or even death 

confronts us.  You who are almighty will stand behind Your 

promises to keep us safe until we are called home.  In the name 

of Jesus, the one who gave His life to give us life everlasting.  

Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

814 O Bless the Lord, My Soul 
 

 

 
 

5 He fills the poor with good; 

    He gives the suff’rers rest. 

The Lord hath judgments for the proud 

    And justice for th’oppressed. 
 

6 His wondrous works and ways 

    He made by Moses known, 

But sent the world His truth and grace 

    By His belovèd Son. 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 



P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
   

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 

our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 
 

 
 

I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 
 

I will greatly rejoice | in the LORD;* 

 my soul shall exult | in my God, 
 

for he has clothed me with the garments of sal- | vation;* 

 he has covered me with the robe of | righteousness, 
 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest  

with a beautiful | headdress,* 

 and as a bride adorns herself | with her jewels. 
 



Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

I will praise the LORD as long | as I live;* 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my | being. 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You invite us to trust in You for our salvation. 

Deal with us not in the severity of Your judgment but by the 



greatness of Your mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 25:6–9 
 

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 

 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 

And he will swallow up on this mountain 

 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 

 the veil that is spread over all nations. 

 He will swallow up death forever; 

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 

 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all  

         the earth, 

 for the LORD has spoken. 

It will be said on that day, 

 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he  

         might save us. 

 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 

 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 
 

Gradual 
 

 
 

He will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and all that is within me, bless his | holy name! 



Epistle: Philippians 4:4–13 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not 

be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned 

and received and heard and seen in me—practice these things, 

and the God of peace will be with you. 

 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have 

revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, 

but you had no opportunity. Not that I am speaking of being in 

need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I 

know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any 

and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty 

and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him 

who strengthens me. 
  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

  

 

 



Holy Gospel: Matthew 22:1–14 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 Again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, “The kingdom of 

heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding feast for 

his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to the 

wedding feast, but they would not come. Again he sent other 

servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, See, I have prepared my 

dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 

everything is ready. Come to the wedding feast.’ But they paid no 

attention and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, 

while the rest seized his servants, treated them shamefully, and 

killed them. The king was angry, and he sent his troops and 

destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his 

servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready, but those invited were not 

worthy. Go therefore to the main roads and invite to the wedding 

feast as many as you find.’ And those servants went out into the 

roads and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good. So 

the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a 

man who had no wedding garment. And he said to him, ‘Friend, how 

did you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was 

speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and 

foot and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ For many are called, but few are 

chosen.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

          dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

510 A Multitude Comes from the East and the West 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Sermon 

    “A Wedding Banquet” 

    Text:  Matthew 22:1-14 

 

676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Offering 
There is an offering plate in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings as you leave. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

    After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C     hear our prayer. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name,  

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Closing Collect 
 

P Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your 

presence and received both forgiveness for our many sins and 

the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. We thank You for this 

undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we inherit 

eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

Stand 

 



"Serve the Lord with Gladness" 
 

Sung to the tune LSB 662 Onward Christian Soldiers 
Prof. Ernest Lewerenz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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1. “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

It is He alone 

Who redeemed us sinners, 

Guides us as His own 

To enjoy the blessings 

Of His love and grace, 

Will at last in glory 

Meet us face to face. 

Onward, then, for Jesus! 

Let this be our aim: 

“Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

Glorify His name. 
 

2.  “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

 He gave us command 

 To proclaim His Gospel 

 Now in every land 

 So that fellow sinners 

 May, like us, be blest. 

 Leading them to Jesus, 

 We can serve Him best. 

 Onward, then, for Jesus! 

 Let this be our aim: 

 “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

 Glorify His name! 
 

3.   “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

 There’s no greater joy 

 Than to serve the Master, 

 Work in His employ. 

 As we build His kingdom 

 Angels, too, rejoice 

 Over every sinner 

 Brought to hear His voice. 

 Onward, then, for Jesus! 

 Let this be our aim: 

 “Serve the Lord with gladness!” 

 Glorify His name! 
 



Assisting Elders:   8 a.m. – Bob Stabo 
                             10:30 a.m.  – Curt Oliver 
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Portals of Prayer for  
October-December 2020 are out! 

 

     Pick up your copy from the table in the narthex by the office 
door.  We have digest size copies if you need larger print. These 
are a great resource to use in your daily devotions! 

 
 



    

                                     All About LWML Mites 
 

      The LWML is having “Mite Box Sunday” TODAY 
and the second Sunday of every month. On these 
Sundays they have the big Mite Box in the narthex 
to gather free will offerings to support the mission 
projects they have selected to provide for this year. 

 

     Mite money is used to further God’s kingdom through the 
mission projects selected by delegates at district and national 
conventions. Mite Boxes ™ are used to collect money for 
missions. 75% of the Mite offering is used for Rocky Mountain 
District mission projects and 25% is sent to national LWML for 
national mission projects. 
     Place your Mite Box ™ wherever you can “feed it”: dressing 
table, office desk, laundry room, car, kitchen counter, etc.  You 
“mite” want to give a Mite Box™ to family members and friends. 
     Check the LWML bulletin board in the narthex for the list of 
mission projects and goals for 2019-2021. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Petitions and Prayers:  Knowing God’s great love for us, 
we ask that He listen and “answer (us) speedily.” 
 

Health concerns:      

           Precious Lord and Savior, You alone are able to help us. Be 
with those people who are physically sick and in need of Your 
healing touch. We ask You to guide their doctors so that they 
receive the best possible care. Heal and restore them to health as 
suits Your wisdom. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Theresa Kingham – cancer 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer 
- Julie Ann Zamora – multiple health issues 

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

*Heavenly Father, we lift up our hearts in thanksgiving for all of the 
blessings You continue to pour out on our nation and its people 
despite our many transgressions against Your will. Grant Your 
wisdom to the leaders of our country that they will make just and 
honorable decisions and will work for the good of all the people 
they serve. May we know the peace of Your Son Jesus so that in 
our times of tribulation our hearts will be cheerful. We pray in the 
name of the One who has overcome the world as He told us in 
John 16:33: “…These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you 
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of 
good cheer. I have overcome the world.” Amen. 

 

     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
October 11, 2020 

 

“Laws of the State clearly matter, and the message they send 
affects the mindset of society. But, if our battle cry for life 
begins on the abortion table, then we’ve waited too long to 
speak. If our efforts to model life end in the courtroom, then 
we’ve already lost our children. God help us; it’s time to ask 
ourselves if we speak life or whisper death.” 
 

Tawnia Hoehne, Frazee, Minnesota 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

 



 

 

 

I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 

 Philippians 4:14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Adam blamed Eve. 
Eve blamed the snake. 
And the snake didn’t 
have a leg to stand on. 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
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