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   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our 

mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and 

set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to 

speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. 

We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the 

Lord’s Supper. 

The Eighteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Prayer for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

    O Holy God, lest we be too quick to shake our heads in disbelief, 

wonder, and surprise at how the people of Jesus’ day could turn 

away from Him, help us to see the same tendencies in ourselves.  

Every time our sinful nature gains control of us, every time we want 

to be the lord of our lives, we are spurning the Savior sent by You 

and thus jeopardizing our only possible means of salvation.  By 

nature we chafe under Your will, and we resent Your telling us what 

to do.  Every one of our sins is a rebellious act of defiance.  Our 

desire for control conflicts with faith and following Jesus.  Yet You 

call us to repentance and forgive us for Jesus’ sake.  May His 

constant love for us move us to hate sin and love Him more.  Let 

Your Word dwell in our hearts, keeping us faithful to Christ so that 

we never reject Him who is our one and only Savior.  In His Name, 

which is Love, we pray.  Amen. 

 



 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 



P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as 

His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 
 

 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 
 

The stone that the builders re- | jected* 

 has become the | cornerstone. 
 

This is the LORD’s | doing;* 

 it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
 



This is the day that the | LORD has made;* 

 let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for | he is good;* 

 for his steadfast love endures for- | ever! 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 



P Let us pray. 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men 

who killed Him. Forgive us when we reject Your unfailing love, 

and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 5:1–7 
 

Let me sing for my beloved 

 my love song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

 on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

 and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

 and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

and he looked for it to yield grapes, 

 but it yielded wild grapes. 
 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem 

 and men of Judah, 

judge between me and my vineyard. 

What more was there to do for my vineyard, 

 that I have not done in it? 

When I looked for it to yield grapes, 

 why did it yield wild grapes? 
 

And now I will tell you 

 what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

 and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

 and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 

 it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

 and briers and thorns shall grow up; 



I will also command the clouds 

 that they rain no rain upon it. 
 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

 is the house of Israel, 

and the men of Judah 

 are his pleasant planting; 

and he looked for justice, 

 but behold, bloodshed; 

for righteousness, 

 but behold, an outcry! 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 
 

 
 

He will command his angels con- | cerning you* 

 to guard you in | all your ways. 

Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* 

 and all that is within me, bless his | holy name! 

 

Epistle: Philippians 3:4b–14 
 

 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I 

have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, 

of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a 

Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 

righteousness, under the law blameless. But whatever gain I had, I 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as 

loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my 

Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know 

him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means 

possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 



 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 

own. Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But 

one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 

to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 John 20:31 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 21:33–46 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 [Jesus said:] “Hear another parable. There was a master of a 

house who planted a vineyard and put a fence around it and dug a 

winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went 

into another country. When the season for fruit drew near, he sent 

his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. And the tenants took his 

servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again 

he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same 



to them. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect 

my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said to 

themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 

inheritance.’ And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard 

and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, 

what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put 

those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to 

other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 

 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
 

“‘The stone that the builders rejected 

 has become the cornerstone; 

this was the Lord’s doing, 

 and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from 

you and given to a people producing its fruits. And the one who 

falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on 

anyone, it will crush him.” 

 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, 

they perceived that he was speaking about them. And although 

they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because 

they held him to be a prophet. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed  
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 



     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living  

          and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

544 O Love, How Deep 
 

 

 



 

 
 

5 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of thorns arrayed, 

He bore the shameful cross and death; 

For us He gave His dying breath. 

 

6 For us He rose from death again; 

For us He went on high to reign; 

For us He sent His Spirit here 

To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer. 

 

D 7 All glory to our Lord and God 

For love so deep, so high, so broad; 

The Trinity whom we adore 

Forever and forevermore. 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

    “Vineyard for Rent” 

    Text:  Matthew 21:33-46 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

    After each portion of the prayer: 
 

         P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

         C     hear our prayer. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Offering 
 

There is an offering plate in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings as you leave. 
 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 

so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 

thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 

reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 

and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 

them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your 

great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving 

tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 

for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we 

may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 

come to us in His body and blood. 
  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 



     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 



 
 

Sit 
 

632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 
 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Stand 

Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

644 The Church’s One Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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Portals of Prayer for  
October-December 2020 are out! 

 

     Pick up your copy from the table in the narthex by the office 
door.  We have digest size copies if you need larger print. These 
are a great resource to use in your daily devotions! 

 
 



Petitions and Prayers:  When we call upon God in 
prayer, we are to confess who we are: sinners who are 
undeserving of His mercy. 
 

Health concerns:      

           Dearest Jesus, You suffered and died on the cross in our 
place, You have compassion on us in all of our difficulties. Grant 
peace of mind and strength of body to those who are ill so that 
they trust in You above all else. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Theresa Kingham – cancer 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer 
- Julie Ann Zamora – multiple health issues 

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

    A Prayer for the Sanctity of Life 
 

*O Lord God, how long will the wicked triumph? The ongoing evil 
of abortion or infanticide has one again been exposed for all to 
see. Give us the courage to speak out against it. May the truth of 
the depravity of abortion touch people’s consciences, cause them 
to repent of it, and turn to Jesus for forgiveness. Remove this evil 
from our midst. Through Your Spirit strengthen our faith to follow 
Your precepts, knowing that Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. We pray in His name. Amen. 

 
     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
October 4, 2020 

 

“Whenever I read Scripture that talks about how much God 
loves each of us, that He has created us, and that He wants us 
to share His love, I am always struck by the lack of qualifiers. I 
do not see where God makes distinctions about who He loves 
and calls into His family. He loves and calls all—each and 
every one of us.”  
 

Mona Fuerstenau, Bethesda Lutheran Communities 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel and his Redeemer,  

the Lord of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last;  

besides me there is no god.” 

 Isaiah 44:6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                               
 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Sin is a short word 
with a long sentence. 

 

http://www.lhm.org/

