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   The Lord's Supper is celebrated at this 

congregation in the confession and glad 

confidence that, as He says, our Lord gives into our 

mouths not only bread and wine but His very body 

and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to 

strengthen our union with Him and with one another.  Our Lord 

invites to His table those who trust in His words, repent of all sin, and 

set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, 

that they may show forth His death until He comes. 

     Because those who eat and drink our Lord's body and blood 

unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:17-34), and because 

Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at 

this altar, any who are not yet instructed, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the Sacrament, are asked to 

speak with the Pastor prior to communing with us for the first time. 

We thank you for respecting our belief and practice regarding the 

Lord’s Supper. 

The Fourteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Prayer for the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

     O holy God, grant that we have daily recourse to Your Word so 

that we not torment ourselves with all sorts of doubts as to Your 

ways with man and thus willfully close our eyes to the light which 

Christ offers us in the Scriptures. May we ever trust that the Bible is 

Your Word and clearly reveals to us what is necessary for our 

salvation: it shows Your heart as it tells us of Jesus and His salvation, 

it explains the task Jesus had to accomplish and the words He spoke, 

and it assures us of Your grace, the forgiveness of our sins and our 

eternal salvation. Let us ever remember that it is by means of this 

Word that the Holy Spirit comes to us, illumines the Gospel in our 

hearts so that we believe Your Word, find comfort in it and silence 

again any doubts that arise in our hearts   In the name of Jesus who 

is the holy light, our divine guide. Amen. 

 



 
 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 

820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Stand 

 



The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3–4; Luke 18:13 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we 

cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as 

His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

Confession of Sins 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit 

 

 

How great are your works, | O LORD!* 

 Your thoughts are | very deep! 
 

It is good to give thanks | to the LORD,* 

 to sing praises to your name, | O Most High; 
 

to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,* 

 and your faithful- | ness by night, 

to the music of the lute | and the harp,* 

 to the melody | of the lyre. 

For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;* 

 at the works of your hands I | sing for joy. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

How great are your works, | O LORD!* 

 Your thoughts are | very deep! 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 



Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your 

humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our 

minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful 

guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

 



Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7–9 

 “So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of 

Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give 

them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you 

shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn 

from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his 

blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to 

turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way, that person 

shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual 

 

 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 

 

Epistle: Romans 13:1–10 

 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For 

there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have 

been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists the authorities 

resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will incur 

judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. 

Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do 

what is good, and you will receive his approval, for he is God’s 

servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does 

not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 

avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. Therefore 

one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also 

for the sake of conscience. For the same reason you also pay taxes, 

for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very 

thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are 

owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect 

is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 



 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 

who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You 

shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not 

steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 

summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the 

fulfilling of the law. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1–20 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And calling to him a child, he 

put him in the midst of them and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless 

you turn and become like children, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 



 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, but 

whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 

would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around 

his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 “Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that 

temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation 

comes! And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off 

and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame 

than with two hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. 

And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is 

better for you to enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be 

thrown into the hell of fire. 

 “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell 

you that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father 

who is in heaven. For the Son of Man came to save the lost. What 

do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has 

gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains 

and go in search of the one that went astray? And if he finds it, 

truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-

nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is 

in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 

between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained 

your brother. But if he does not listen, take one or two others 

along with you, that every charge may be established by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. If he refuses to listen to them, 

tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, 

let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly, I say to 

you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say 

to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will 

be done for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 

are gathered in my name, there am I among them.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 



 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living  

          and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 



579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise 
 

 

 

 
 

5.  The Law is good; but since the fall 

 Its holiness condemns us all; 

 It dooms us for our sin to die 

 And has no pow’r to justify. 

 

6.  To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

 Who from the curse has set us free, 

 And humbly worship at His throne, 

 Saved by His grace through faith alone. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 

    “Law or Love?” 

    Text:  Romans 13:1-10 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 



 

 
Offering 

 

There is an offering plate in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings as you leave. 
 

 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Stand 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You 

so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give 

thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent 

Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid 

on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die 

eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and 

reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin 

and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 



Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 

have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 
  

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam 

and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred 

them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your 

great mercy, You promised salvation by a second Adam, Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His cross a life-giving 

tree for all who trust in Him. 
  

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared 

for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we 

may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and 

receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that 

come to us in His body and blood. 

  

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 



Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Stand 

Personal prayer before Communing 
 

    Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat 

and drink Your holy body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to 

receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the salvation of my soul and to 

the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

Personal prayer of thanksgiving after receiving the Sacrament  
 

    Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding 

me the life-giving body and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 

Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my mouth received the holy 

Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 



Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

707 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways 
 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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    And my God will supply every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory in 
Christ Jesus. 
 

Philippians 4:19 



     Christian 'apologetics' doesn't apologize for anything.  
Rather, it is the art of defending our Christian beliefs 
and faith before an increasingly hostile society.  'Always 
be Ready' is a new book by John Montgomery that was 
written to help us do just that.  Our Men’s' Study Group 
at Holy Cross will read and discuss this text beginning 

shorty after Labor Day.  We meet every other Saturday morning 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. beginning on September 12.  It's a great 
opportunity to get to know each other in the context of topics that 
proclaim God's grace and often challenge us as Christians today. For 
more information, please contact Terry Mitchell at 303-875-2942 or 
Dave Weiss at 303-798-6248 or else just show up for our first class 
that's presently scheduled for 9/12/20. 
 

     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 
     The Altar Guild is now accepting flower donations 
beginning September 6. If you are interested in donating 
flowers to adorn the chancel, please sign up on the flower 
calendar located on the bulletin board in the narthex. The 
price for the floral arrangement is $30. Please leave a 

check or cash in an envelope marked as “flowers” in the offering 
plate. Orders need to be placed by the previous Sunday. 
     The Altar Guild is also looking for volunteers to assist with duties 
during the 10:30 service. Please contact Angie Otto at 303-798-9799 
if you are able to help out.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

They belong 
to that 

Christian 
school. 



Petitions and Prayers:  The wonderful assurance for 
you in prayer is grounded in and motivated by hearing 
and learning God’s Word. 
 

Health concerns:      

           Heavenly Father, as You sent Your Son to be with us in 
times of illness and pain, we beseech You to bring healing to 
those who are ill as best suits Your will. Bless the efforts of their 
doctors, surgeons, and health care workers to facilitate their return 
to health. Keep Your holy angels around them in their times of 
worry and pain. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Theresa Kingham – cancer 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer 
- Julie Ann Zamora – injuries from recent fall 

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

*Heavenly Father, do not permit us to be discouraged by the 
wickedness of this present evil world. Help us to await with longing 
hearts the return of our Savior, who will take us to Himself in 
heaven. Reveal the treasure of the Gospel to the hearts of sinners 
everywhere and turn them from their sins and unbelief to Jesus. It 
is in His name that we make these and all requests. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Applying the 10 Commandments 

 

     A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments 

with her five and six year olds. After explaining the commandment to 

‘Honor thy father and thy mother,’ she asked, ‘Is there a commandment 

that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?’ Without missing a 

beat, one little boy answered, ‘Thou shall not kill.’ 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
September 6, 2020 

    “On earth, there will be no shortage of burdens to bear as we 
care for those in need. But one day, these burdens will be lifted 
from our shoulders in Heaven, where the Lord will see us 
through the lens of Christ’s perfect sacrifice and will say, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant! ... Enter into the joy of your 
master’ (Matthew 25:21). Rest in His unfailing love.”  

 

Marie K. MacPherson, author  
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  



 

 

 
 For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 

 

 Matthew 18:11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

T.G.I.F. 

Thank God I'm Forgiven 
 

http://www.lhm.org/

