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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

    Our Lord God, blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven 

and whose sins are covered with the blood of Jesus.  Our only 

hope is to take refuge in You against whom we have sinned.  

Blessed is the person whose sin You do not count against him.  

Oh, the peace that calms our consciences when we are told again 

and again in Your Word that You are merciful and gracious, 

forgiving sinners in the name of Your Son Jesus Christ, who bore 

our sins, fulfilled Your law for us and paid in full our debt of 

punishment.  Thank You for cleansing us with His blood; we pray 

in His name.  Amen.  

 

 



 

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
 

 

531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

Confession of Sins 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Word 
Introit 

 
 

 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

 and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 



 

Commit your way | to the LORD;* 

 trust in him, and | he will act. 
 

He will bring forth your righteousness | as the light,* 

 and your justice as the | noonday. 
 

Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;* 

 fret not yourself over the one who prospers in his way,  

    over the man who carries out evil de- | vices! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Delight yourself | in the LORD,* 

 and he will give you the desires | of your heart. 
 

Gloria Patri 
 

 

 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

 

 
  

 



P Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and 

shame of the cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to 

take up our cross daily and follow Him wherever He leads; 

through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 15:15–21 
 

O LORD, you know; 

 remember me and visit me, 

 and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. 

In your forbearance take me not away; 

 know that for your sake I bear reproach. 

Your words were found, and I ate them, 

 and your words became to me a joy 

 and the delight of my heart, 

for I am called by your name, 

 O LORD, God of hosts. 

I did not sit in the company of revelers, 

 nor did I rejoice; 

I sat alone, because your hand was upon me, 

 for you had filled me with indignation. 

Why is my pain unceasing, 

 my wound incurable, 

 refusing to be healed? 

Will you be to me like a deceitful brook, 

 like waters that fail? 
 

Therefore thus says the LORD: 

“If you return, I will restore you, 

 and you shall stand before me. 

If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, 

 you shall be as my mouth. 

They shall turn to you, 

 but you shall not turn to them. 

And I will make you to this people 

 a fortified wall of bronze; 

they will fight against you, 

 but they shall not prevail over you, 

for I am with you 



 to save you and deliver you, 

        declares the LORD. 

I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, 

 and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fear the LORD, | you his saints,* 

 for those who fear him lack | nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the | righteous,* 

 but the LORD delivers him out | of them all. 
 

Epistle: Romans 12:9–21 
   

    Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is 

good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one 

another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be 

constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek 

to show hospitality. 

  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in 

harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with 

the lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give 

thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. If possible, so 

far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is 

written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” To the 

contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give 

him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 

coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 



Alleluia 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 16:21–28 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth 

chapter. 
  

 
  

 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must 

go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 

And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far 

be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” But he 

turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 

hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things 

of God, but on the things of man.” 

 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, 

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 

whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life 

for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the 

whole world and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give in return 

for his life? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in 

the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each person 

according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some 

standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of 

Man coming in his kingdom.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

Nicene Creed 
 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living  

          and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 



621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon 

    “Beyond the Present” 

    Text:  See the Holy Gospel Reading 
 

Stand 
 
 

 
 

Offering 
 

There is an offering plate in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 51:10–12 
 

 

 



 

 

 
  

 Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 
             P    Lord, in Your mercy, 

             C     hear our prayer. 
 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1 Psalm 136 
 

 

 
  

 

 



  

 
 

Proper Preface  
 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, 

out of love for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking 

on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, 

even death upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed 

us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. Therefore 

with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and singing: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth  

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses  

          as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 

 
 

 



Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 
 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 



 
  

 
  

 
  

Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 
  

 



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
  

 
 

718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 
 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 



 

 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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     Christian 'apologetics' doesn't apologize for anything.  
Rather, it is the art of defending our Christian beliefs 
and faith before an increasingly hostile society.  'Always 
be Ready' is a new book by John Montgomery that was 
written to help us do just that.  Our Men’s' Study Group 
at Holy Cross will read and discuss this text beginning 

shorty after Labor Day.  We meet every other Saturday morning 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. beginning on September 12.  It's a great 
opportunity to get to know each other in the context of topics that 
proclaim God's grace and often challenge us as Christians today. For 
more information, please contact Terry Mitchell at 303-875-2942 or 
Dave Weiss at 303-798-6248 or else just show up for our first class 
that's presently scheduled for 9/12/20. 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
August 30, 2020 

 

    “The One who created the heavens and the earth, the Author of 
the sun and the stars in the sky, is also the One who came 
Himself as the promise of light. Into the darkness of this world, the 
Word at the very beginning became flesh to dwell among us. Of 
this remarkably authored story, one witness writes: In Him was life 
and that life was the light of all people. The Light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness did not overcome it. (John 1:4-5)”  
 

Tejdor Tiewsoh, Ravi Zacharias International Ministries, Shillong, India 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  



     Find Pastor Skelton’s Bible Study based on First 
Samuel posted on facebook.com/holycrosshighlandsranch 
and click on videos to see the Bible Study and worship 
services. 

 

     The Altar Guild is now accepting flower donations 
beginning September 6. If you are interested in donating 
flowers to adorn the chancel, please sign up on the flower 
calendar located on the bulletin board in the narthex. The 
price for the floral arrangement is $30. Please leave a 

check or cash in an envelope marked as “flowers” in the offering 
plate. Orders need to be placed by the previous Sunday. 
     The Altar Guild is also looking for volunteers to assist with duties 
during the 10:30 service. Please contact Angie Otto at 303-798-9799 
if you are able to help out.  
 
Petitions and Prayers:  Through His Word you are 
assured that God hears your prayer, even when you 
can’t find the right words to express what is in your heart. 
 

Health concerns:      

        God of everlasting power, enable those people with illnesses 
to bear them with a measure of forbearance. Stay with them, 
granting them Your peace. Bless the efforts of the doctors and 
nurses involved in caring for them. We pray in the name of Your 
Son who helps us keep our eyes of faith focused on our eternal 
home. Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Theresa Kingham – cancer 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) – cancer 
- Frank Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s father) – recovering from 

emergency surgery 
- Julie Ann Zamora – injuries from recent fall 
- Karen Engle – Hospitalized with unknown illness 

 

Prayer of intercession: 
A General Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

    Our triune God, we give You humble thanks for Your steadfast 
love and provision. In the midst of our idolatry, selfishness, and 
wastefulness, You open Your hand and satisfy all our needs. 
Truly, how abundant is Your generosity to us poor sinners; how 
countless are Your unending mercies that are new every morning! 
May we ever praise You, for great is Your faithfulness. Amen. 
name of Jesus, whose life gave us life. Amen. 



 
 

 

 Let love be genuine.  

Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.  

Love one another with brotherly affection. 
 

Romans 12:9-10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Need a lifeguard? 

Ours walks on water! 
 

http://www.lhm.org/

