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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for the Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

    God of all mercies, we thank You for Your wonderful 

promises—You keep Your word. You remember Your promises 

and act on what You have said: our sins are forgiven, You love us 

with an everlasting love, You have adopted us into Your family of 

believers, we are Your children, and we are heirs of eternal life. 

You are with us every day to protect us from harm and danger, to 

guide us when we need to make decisions, and to bless us and 

our loved ones. May we always search Your written Word so that 

we receive strength and remain faithful to our Lord Jesus who is 

our salvation and in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 
 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Invocation 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 



Confession of Sins 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

Absolution [John 20:19–23] 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of 

God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit 
 

 
 

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 

 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
 

As for man, his days | are like grass;* 

 he flourishes like a flower | of the field; 
 

for the wind passes over it, and | it is gone,* 

 and its place knows | it no more. 
 



But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to 

everlasting on those who | fear him,* 

 and his righteousness to children’s | children, 
 

to those who keep his | covenant* 

 and remember to do his com- | mandments. 
 

The LORD has established his throne in the | heavens,* 

 and his kingdom rules | over all. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 

 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 
 

Gloria Patri 
 

 

 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day: Proper 10 (Year A) 
 

 

 
  



 
  

P Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

Sit 

 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 55:10–13 
 

“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 



Gradual 
 

 
 

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom  

and knowl- | edge of God!* 

 How unsearchable are his judgments and 

    how inscrutable | his ways! 

For from him and through him and to him are | all things.* 

 To him be glory forever. | Amen. 

 

Epistle: Romans 8:12–17 
  

    So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh. For if you live according to the flesh you 

will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 

you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of 

God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into 

fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 

whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—

heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 

him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Alleluia 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth 

chapter. 
  

 
  

    That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

sea. And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a 

boat and sat down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. And 

he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out 

to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the 

birds came and devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 

where they did not have much soil, and immediately they sprang 

up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose they 

were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. 

Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and 

choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, 

some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let 

him hear. . . . 
 

 “Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 

comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is 

what was sown along the path. As for what was sown on rocky 

ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately 

receives it with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a 

while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the 

word, immediately he falls away. As for what was sown among 

thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the 

world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it 

proves unfruitful. As for what was sown on good soil, this is the 

one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed bears fruit 

and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in 

another thirty.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

         dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
Sit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: Holy Cross Lutheran Church no. 10017611 

Tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 

    “Heirs of God” 

    Text:  See the Holy Gospel Reading 

 

Offering 
 

There is an offering plate in the back of the 

sanctuary where you can deposit your offerings as you leave. 

 
Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 

 

Lord's Prayer 
  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

               trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Closing Collect 
 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, we have again worshiped in Your 

presence and received both forgiveness for our many sins and 

the assurance of Your love for us in Jesus Christ. We thank You 

for this undeserved grace and ask You to keep us in faith until we 

inherit eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

C Amen. 

 



Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 
  

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 

 

 
 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 

 

 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV
®

 Bible (The Holy 

Bible, English Standard Version
®

), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. 



686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Life Quotes” from Lutherans for Life 
July 12, 2020 

 

    “What does it say to our neighbor when in our own families we 
care for our elderly, become foster parents, adopt children, care 
for the handicapped, or carry through with an unplanned 
pregnancy? What does it say to our community when in our 
churches we care and pray for each other, offer families respite 
care, visit nursing homes, or provide for the needs of pregnant 
women? It says that we are truly For Life because we are living it.”  

 

Diane E. Schroeder, former president of Lutherans For Life 
A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • www.lutheransforlife.org  



      KFUO Radio, a media ministry extension 
of LCMS congregations, shares Christ for 
you anytime, anywhere on KFUO.org via 
worship services, Bible and theology studies, 

practical talk programs, and sacred music. You can find programs on 
demand at kfuo.org and wherever you get your podcasts! Find us on 
social: @KFUOradio on Facebook,  
Twitter, and  Instagram.  
    This week on KFUO.org, study Judges 4-7 on Sharper Iron's 
Wisdom from Above series (weekdays at 8:00 a.m. CT), learn more 
about how play affected mental health on Mental Health Monday with 
Deaconess Heidi Goehmann (7/13 at 9:00 a.m. CT), and study 
Exodus 26-30 on Thy Strong Word (weekdays at 11:00 a.m. CT). 
Find these program on your favorite podcasting app! 
 

Petitions and Prayers:  God’s promise-filled Word 
teaches us to confidently come to our heavenly Father in 
prayer—at all times and under all circumstances! 
 

Health concerns: 
     

      Dear Jesus, Great Physician of body and soul, hear our prayers 
for those who are ill. Help them to see their suffering as a reminder 
not only of our mortality, but also a blessed remembrance of how You 
“took our illnesses and bore our diseases” (Matthew 8:17) to the 
cross of Calvary. If it be Your will, bring healing to these people as 
we anticipate the ultimate freedom from pain in the joys of heaven. 
Amen. 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: 
- Tom Foster – (father of Gayle Stabo) recovering from surgery 
- Theresa Kingham – cancer 
- Sarah Kingham – recovering from surgery 
- Kevin Koessel (Karlee Shavlik’s brother) - cancer 
- Kim McQuarrie (husband of Marie McQuarrie) – Covid-19 
- David Ruetz – in Hospice with cancer 
- Kelly (Rodefeld) Stelling – Covid-19 

 

Prayer of intercession: 
 

A Prayer for Members of the Armed Forces 
 
 

   We give thanks, O Lord, for the servants You have appointed to 
govern our nation for the common good of its citizens. May they be 
willing to preserve peace in our land by the armed forces of our 
nation. We give thanks for those who have served in our armed 
forces, especially those who have given their lives to allow us to 
enjoy the blessings of security and peace. We pray, dear Jesus, that 
You will always be the refuge of our nation and its citizens. Amen. 

http://kfuo.org/
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=7769a56dc3&e=1a6b4f30f6
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=dc7ca60e47&e=1a6b4f30f6
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=b3a957aa30&e=1a6b4f30f6
https://kfuo.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54af661ed49340a315983cb13&id=d0c2212722&e=1a6b4f30f6
http://kfuo.org/


 

 
 
 
 

For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by  

the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
 

Romans 8:13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Check out  
The Lutheran Hour  

Sunday mornings at  
6 a.m. on 850 KOA Radio 

or 

 go to www.lhm.org and click on 
"Listen Now" anytime. 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran is on Facebook. 
Check us out and Like us at 

facebook.com/HolyCrossHighlandsRanch. 
 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Holy Cross 

Lutheran Church 

Exercise Daily. 
Walk with the Lord! 

 

http://www.lhm.org/

