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And this is 

eternal life, that 

they know you, 

the only true 

God, and Jesus 

Christ whom you 

have sent. 
 

           John 17:3 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for the Seventh Sunday of Easter 
 

    O Triune God, may we be kept in the faith by hearing and 

studying Your Word where we learn the good news of our 

forgiveness in Christ and by receiving the Lord’s Supper. Grant 

that our faith be thus strengthened so that the questions that lie 

heavy on our hearts and in the back of our minds no longer 

cause us anxious moments: How can we be sure that we won’t 

fall away from our faith in Jesus? How can we be sure that our 

faith won’t become so weak that we reject Your Son when the 

going “gets tough”? How can we be sure that our faith won’t be 

swallowed up with the cares of this life? Thank You, O God, that 

Jesus prayed thus for us, “… I have prayed for you, that your faith 

should not fail.” May Your Spirit keep us faithful until we are 

called home. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

732 All Depends on Our Possessing  
 

 

 

 

 
 

5.  Well He knows what best to grant me; 

All the longing hopes that haunt me, 

    Joy and sorrow, have their day. 

I shall doubt His wisdom never; 

As God wills, so be it ever; 

    I commit to Him my way. 
 

6.  If my days on earth He lengthen, 

God my weary soul will strengthen; 

    All my trust in Him I place. 

Earthly wealth is not abiding, 

Like a stream away is gliding; 

    Safe I anchor in His grace. 
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Stand 

 

Opening Versicles 
 

            Psalm 118:24; Psalm 113:3; Psalm 84:10; Psalm 25:4; John 17:17 
 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

P Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than 

dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

P Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 

P Sanctify us in You truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Testament Canticle Isaiah 12:2b–6 
 

C The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 

become my salvation. 
  

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 

And you will say in that day: 

"Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 

make known His deeds among the people, 

proclaim that His name is exalted." 
  

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 

become my salvation. 



  

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 

Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in 

your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 
  

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 

become my salvation. 
  

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
  

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has 

become my salvation. 
 

Sit 

 
First Reading: Acts 1:12–26  

 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Acts, the first chapter. 
 

 Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called 

Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. And 

when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they 

were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and 

Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and 

Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of James. All these with one 

accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women 

and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 

 In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of 

persons was in all about 120) and said, “Brothers, the Scripture had to 

be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand by the mouth of 

David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested 

Jesus. For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in 

this ministry.” (Now this man bought a field with the reward of his 

wickedness, and falling headlong he burst open in the middle and all 

his bowels gushed out. And it became known to all the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language 

Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) “For it is written in the Book of 

Psalms, 



 “‘May his camp become desolate, 

 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 

 “‘Let another take his office.’ 

     So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time 

that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the 

baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from us—one of 

these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” And 

they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called 

Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know 

the hearts of all, show which one of these two you have chosen to 

take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 

turned aside to go to his own place.” And they cast lots for them, and 

the lot fell on Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven 

apostles. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle: 1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11  
 

P The Epistle is from 1 Peter, the fourth chapter. 
 

 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon 

you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. 

But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also 

rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for 

the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 

God rests upon you. But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a 

thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a 

Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 

name. For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; 

and if it begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do 

not obey the gospel of God? And 

 “If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their 

souls to a faithful Creator while doing good. … 



 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 

that at the proper time he may exalt you, casting all your anxieties on 

him, because he cares for you. Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your 

adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 

someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the 

same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood 

throughout the world. And after you have suffered a little while, the 

God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 

himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Gospel: John 17:1–11  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to John, the seventeenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to 

heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that 

the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 

flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is 

eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished 

the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your 

own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world 

existed. 

“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me 

out of the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and 

they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you 

have given me is from you. For I have given them the words that you 

gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in 

truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I 



am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those 

whom you have given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and 

yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the 

world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, 

keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be 

one, even as we are one.  

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Responsory                                           Psalm 119:89; Psalm 26:8; Luke 11:28 
 

P Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

P Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place where 

Your glory dwells. 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

Catechism 
 

Ten Commandments 
  

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant   

    or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs  

    to your neighbor. 



Creed  
 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

         dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer  
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sit 



Sermon 

          “The Purpose of Life” 

            Text:  See Holy Gospel Reading 

 
 

545 Word of God, Come Down on Earth  
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Stand 

 

 

 

 

Prayer  
 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and 

with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 

world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of 

all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 

common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 

widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

Collect for the Word  
 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written 

for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, 

learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort 

of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the 

blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 

our Lord, who lives on reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 



Morning Prayer  
 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 

dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and 

danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also 

from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that 

the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

New Testament Canticle 1 Corinthians 15:20a; 5:7b; Romans 6:9–11 
 

C Christ has been raised from the dead!  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
  

Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 

Raised from the dead, He will never die again. 

Death has no more dominion over Him. 
  

Christ has been raised from the dead!  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 
  

Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all. 

Living, He lives to God. 

Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 

Jesus, our Lord. 
  

Christ has been raised from the dead!  Alleluia.  Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 



847 Christ, Our Human Likeness Sharing  
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Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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