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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for the Second Sunday of Easter 
 

    O Lord, You are God in heaven and on the earth beneath; 

there is no other. These words of Moses assure us today as 

much as they did the Israelites that You are the only God and 

that there is no other God. You are life itself and the source of all 

that is good and perfect, of limitless and eternal abundance. O 

God, may You grant us Your Holy Spirit so that we become ever 

more desirous to read and study Your Word and thus know You 

better. Grant that the knowledge and insights gained fill our 

souls with that light that comes only from You. In this way we 

can and will be made wise in the saving faith. May we ever trust 

You for all our needs. In the name of Jesus, whom You sent to 

be the Savior of the world. Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

902 Lord Jesus Christ, Be Present Now  
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Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 



Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 

deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 

heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the 

holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, 

sinful being.  
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto 

all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 

Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

C Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, … who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 



First Reading: Acts 5:29–42  
 

  But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 

than men. The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by 

hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader 

and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And 

we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 

has given to those who obey him.” 

  When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 

But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law 

held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the 

men outside for a little while. And he said to them, “Men of Israel, 

take care what you are about to do with these men. For before these 

days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of 

men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who 

followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas 

the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of 

the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed him were 

scattered. So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men 

and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will 

fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them. You 

might even be found opposing God!” So they took his advice, and 

when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged 

them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. Then they 

left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted 

worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. And every day, in the temple 

and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching 

Jesus as the Christ. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle: 1 Peter 1:3–9  
 

  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According 

to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an 

inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you, who by God’s power are being guarded through faith 

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, 



though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by 

various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 

precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be 

found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of 

Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though 

you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that 

is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your 

faith, the salvation of your souls. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Holy Gospel: John 20:19–31  
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

  On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 

being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 

and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When 

he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 

disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 

you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of anyone, they 

are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

  Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with 

them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have 

seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the 

mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 

place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

  Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, 

“Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and 

place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have believed.” 



  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

          dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 



 

 

 

 

 

490 Jesus Lives! The Victory's Won  
  

 

 

 

 
 

5.  Jesus lives! And now is death 

    But the gate of life immortal; 

This shall calm my trembling breath 

    When I pass its gloomy portal. 

Faith shall cry, as fails each sense: 

Jesus is my confidence! 
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Sermon 

          “The Battle is Won” 

            Text:  See Epistle Reading 
 

Stand 



 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 
  

P Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and 

pray with me as Christ our Lord has taught us and freely promised 

to hear us. 
  

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy 

children on earth, and grant us grace that Your holy name be 

hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true 

teaching of Your Word and the fervent love shown forth in our 

lives. Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living 

whereby Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned. Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P May Your kingdom come to us and expand. Bring all 

transgressors and those who are blinded and bound in the devil’s 

kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number 

of Christians may be increased. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life 

and in death, in the midst of both good and evil things, that our 

own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and 

gracious will. Into Your merciful hands we commend [name(s)] 

and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be 

done. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, 

and help us trust in You to provide for all our needs. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so 

that our hearts may be at peace and may rejoice in a good 

conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm 

us. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to 

subdue our flesh, to turn from the world and its ways, and to 

overcome the devil with all his wiles. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body 

and soul, now and forever. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 
 

Benedicamus and Benediction Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



754 Entrust Your Days and Burdens  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5.  O blessèd heir of heaven,  

    You’ll hear the song resound  

Of endless jubilation  

    When you with life are crowned. 

In your right hand your maker 

    Will place the victor’s palm, 

And you will thank Him gladly  

    With heaven’s joyful psalm. 
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6.  Our hands and feet, Lord, strengthen; 

    With joy our spirits bless 

Until we see the ending 

    Of all our life’s distress. 

And so throughout our lifetime 

    Keep us within Your care 

And at our end then bring us 

    To heav’n to praise You there. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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