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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

 

Prayer for Easter Sunday 
 

    Living Lord Jesus, our risen Savior, today we celebrate the victory 

You have won, a victory that is eternal. Your resurrection proves 

that our sins have been paid for once and for all, that Satan has 

been vanquished, and that death has been destroyed. Give us 

resurrection joy to live each day a new life of victory over 

temptation, to celebrate life even in a body that is destined to die, 

and to boldly face the evils of this age knowing that when we stand 

with You, our Savior, then and only then are we more than 

conquerors. Let us stand in Your victory: because You live, we will 

also live. Empower us and all members of Your holy Christian 

church to be bold in Easter joy so that we proclaim the message of 

victory until You come again in visible glory. In Your name, our 

Savior and King, we pray. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

Hymn of Invocation 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 

our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a 

sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

 

 

 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ex. 15:2a, 6, 13, 17–18; antiphon: Ex. 15:1b 

Spoken responsively 
 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed | gloriously;* 

the horse and his rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 
 

The LORD is my strength | and my song,* 

and he has become my sal- | vation. 
 

Your right hand, O LORD, glorious | in power,* 

your right hand, O LORD, shatters the | enemy. 
 

You have led in your steadfast love  

the people whom you | have redeemed;* 

you have guided them by your strength to your ho- | ly abode. 
 

You will bring them in and plant them on your own | mountain,* 

the place, O LORD, which you have made for | your abode, 
 

the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have es- | tablished.* 

The LORD will reign forever and | ever. 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed | gloriously;* 

the horse and his rider he has thrown in- | to the sea. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

C Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
 

C To God on high be glory 

And peace to all the earth; 

Goodwill from God in heaven 

Proclaimed at Jesus' birth! 

We praise and bless You, Father; 

Your holy name we sing— 

Our thanks for Your great glory, 

Lord God, our heav'nly King. 

  

To You, O sole-begotten, 

The Father's Son, we pray; 

O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

You take our sins away. 

Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

Receive our heartfelt cry, 

Where You in pow'r are seated 

At God's right hand on high— 

  

For You alone are holy, 

You only are the Lord. 

Forever and forever, 

Be worshiped and adored; 

You with the Holy Spirit 

Alone are Lord Most High, 

In God the Father's glory. 

"Amen!" our glad reply. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 
  

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  



P Let us pray. 

Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ, You have overcome death and opened the gate of 

everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the 

day of our Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death of 

sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 
  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

 

 
 

 

First Reading: Acts 10:34–43 
  

So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God 

shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and 

does what is right is acceptable to him. As for the word that he sent 

to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is 

Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened throughout all 

Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 

how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power. He went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. And we are witnesses 

of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. 

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, but God raised him 

on the third day and made him to appear, not to all the people but to 

us who had been chosen by God as witnesses, who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to 

preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by 

God to be judge of the living and the dead. To him all the prophets 

bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 



Gradual adapt. from Matt. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6 
 

Christ has risen | from the dead.* 

[God the Father] has crowned him with glory and | honor, 

He has given him dominion over the works | of his hands;* 

he has put all things un- | der his feet. 

 

Epistle: Colossians 3:1–4  
 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 

above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 

minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For 

you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ 

who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

     These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is       

            the Christ, the Son of God. 
 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 28:1–10 
  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the 

week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 

And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord 

descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat 

on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 



snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead 

men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 

that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, 

as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going 

before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So 

they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran 

to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” 

And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then 

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go 

to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

 
 

Apostles' Creed 
  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the  

          dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

Sit 



Hymn of the Day 
 

Sermon 

   “The Optimism of Easter”  

   Text: See the Holy Gospel Reading 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Benedicamus and Benediction Psalm 103:1 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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