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Holy Communion: Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How?

=~ Who: We welcome and invite anyone who is a communicant
b ¢ member of this congregation, the Lutheran Church - Missouri

&= Synod, or anyone who has spoken with our Pastor prior to

worship, to commune with us. If you have not spoken to our Pastor prior
to the service, we ask that you would refrain from communing until you
have done so.

If you or your children would like to receive a blessing during
communion, please come forward with everyone else, kneel, and bow
with your hands at your side and you will be blessed by Pastor.

What: We believe the words that Jesus said when He instituted this Holy
Sacrament at the Last Supper. In these words He states that He gives us
His body and His blood to eat and to drink, with the bread and the wine,
for the forgiveness of our sins and in remembrance of Him.

When: We do not have Holy Communion every Sunday, but if you wish
to receive it, please speak with our Pastor to find out when the next
communion day is or to set up a time with him to receive it.

Where: Communion is taken at the chancel rail in the front of the
church. However, our Pastor and the Elder on Duty are happy to go to
persons with special needs. Please let us know in advance if you need
any assistance going to the rail or if you would like to have communion
at your seat.

Why: Jesus commanded it of His followers so that they would
remember what He had done for them, receive the forgiveness of their
sins, and be strengthened in their faith.

How: We proceed in 4 stages.

1. After Pastor speaks the words of institution (the words that Jesus
Christ said) over the elements, he will invite those wishing to
partake of the wine using the “common cup” to come forward.

2. If you wish to receive the common cup, you may come forward
to the chancel rail through any aisle at that time, but please exit
using the center aisle following the final blessing by the Pastor.

3. Those wishing to partake of the wine using individual cups are
then welcomed up the side aisles in groups by the ushers.
Following the final blessing, depart down the center aisle placing
your cup on one of the receiving trays on the ends of the front
rows of chairs.

4. Pastor and the Elder on Duty will then go to persons with special
needs, such as those in wheelchairs or who have difficulty
walking, and commune them.

Holy Communion is a special time for us. It is a time for reflection,
prayer, thanksgiving, and for receiving God's forgiveness as brothers and
sisters united by a common faith in Jesus Christ. Thank you for
respecting our communion practice.
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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
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Prayer for the Epiphany of Our Lord

Lord Jesus, by Your preaching and the miracles that
accompanied it, You revealed exactly who You are and exactly
what You came into this world to accomplish. Your words and
miracles forever stand as unshakeable proof that as the God-
man You fully accomplished Your mission of earning forgiveness
for a whole world of sinners. In this Epiphany season, as we
study Your Word, strengthen our confidence in You as our only
Savior and Lord. In Your name we pray. Amen.
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Confession and Absolution

782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I'said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P)
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor,
sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Ps. 45:6-8a; antiphon: Ps. 45:17

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;*
therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever.

Your throne, O God, is forever and ever. The scepter
of your kingdom is a scepter of up- | rightness;*
you have loved righteousness and hated | wickedness.

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with
the oil of gladness beyond your com- | panions;*
your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and | cassia.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*

as it was in the be- | ginning,*

and to the Holy | Spirit;

is now, and will be forever. | Amen.

I will cause your name to be remembered in all gener- | ations;*
therefore nations will praise you forever and | ever.

Kyrie Mark 10:47
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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@ Let us pray.

P} O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-
begotten Son to the Gentiles. Lead us, who know You by faith, to
enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence; through the
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
Lift up your eyes all around, and see;
they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried on the hip.
Then you shall see and be radiant;
your heart shall thrill and exult,
because the abundance of the sea shall be turned to you,
the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
A multitude of camels shall cover you,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;



all those from Sheba shall come.
They shall bring gold and frankincense,
and shall bring good news, the praises of the LORD.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Ps. 117:1-2a; 96:8

Praise the LORD, all nations!

Extol him, all peoples!
For great is his steadfast love toward us,

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name;

bring an offering, and come into his courts!

Epistle: Ephesians 3:1-12

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you
Gentiles—assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's
grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known
to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When you read this, you
can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made
known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is
that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and
partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's
grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though
I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to
the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for
everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who
created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has
realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access
with confidence through our faith in him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand



Holy Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12
[P} The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the second chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem,
saying, "Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and
assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem
of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

“And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Israel.”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship
him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold,
the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came
to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star,
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house
they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts,
gold and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to
return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

BN
(\EAN

T
I
I
I

L)

[® ]




Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,

Sit

the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life -« of the world to come. Amen.



395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright

Sermon
“The Mystery Is Revealed”
Text: See the Epistle Reading

Offering
(Please add your name to the red fellowship
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)
Stand
Prayer of the Church

After each portion of the prayer:

(P} Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
4 Y

Service of the Sacrament
SHN RS

Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the
inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.
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Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]
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We lift them up un - to the Lord.
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@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God.
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It is meet and right so to do.

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had
been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have
made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in
the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the
fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24;

Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

() Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to
the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: "Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My *}+ blood, which is shed
for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me."

Pax Domini John 20:19
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The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways.
[} ,
A —— t I f I i |
K ——e——>5 - - H

A - men.



FAMB OF GOD

Agnus Dei John 1:29
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

Distribution
411 I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light
378 Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light
367 Angels from the Realms of Glory

Stand



SONG OF SIMEON

Nunc Dimittis
937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace
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1 Lord, bid Your ser - vant  go in peace,
2 This is the Sav - ior of the world,
3 With saints of old, with saints to come,
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To You we lift our voice; To Fa - ther, Son, and
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va - tion’s dawn, This child so long fore - told.
in our midst, The joy of Is - ra-el
Spir - it  blest Be hon - or, Ilove, and praise.
© 1969, 1989 James Quinn; admin. Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission.
Public domain
Thanksgiving Psalm 107:1

P} O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
and His mercy endureth forever.

Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Benediction Numbers 6:24-26

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I~ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.

399 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here

Soli Deo Gloria!

(To God alone be the glory.)
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Scripture requires both a knowledge of the Lord’s Supper
sufficient for its proper reception and a contrite faith which trusts
Jesus’ word. Therefore, it is a desire to honor and obey the word
of Christ which has led Christians to reserve the Sacrament for
those who share that desire and understanding.

Theology and Practice of the Lord’s Supper,
a report of the CTCR of the LCMS, p. 21
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