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When, Where, Why, and How? 
   

Who:  We welcome and invite anyone who is a communicant 
member of this congregation, the Lutheran Church - Missouri 
Synod, or anyone who has spoken with our Pastor prior to 

worship, to commune with us.  If you have not spoken to our Pastor prior 
to the service, we ask that you would refrain from communing until you 
have done so. 
    If you or your children would like to receive a blessing during 
communion, please come forward with everyone else, kneel, and bow 
with your hands at your side and you will be blessed by Pastor. 
      

What: We believe the words that Jesus said when He instituted this Holy 
Sacrament at the Last Supper.  In these words He states that He gives us 
His body and His blood to eat and to drink, with the bread and the wine, 
for the forgiveness of our sins and in remembrance of Him. 
 

When:  We do not have Holy Communion every Sunday, but if you wish 
to receive it, please speak with our Pastor to find out when the next 
communion day is or to set up a time with him to receive it. 
  

Where:  Communion is taken at the chancel rail in the front of the 
church.   However, our Pastor and the Elder on Duty are happy to go to 
persons with special needs.  Please let us know in advance if you need 
any assistance going to the rail or if you would like to have communion 
at your seat. 
   

Why:  Jesus commanded it of His followers so that they would 
remember what He had done for them, receive the forgiveness of their 
sins, and be strengthened in their faith. 
   

How:  We proceed in 4 stages.  
1. After Pastor speaks the words of institution (the words that Jesus 

Christ said) over the elements, he will invite those wishing to 
partake of the wine using the “common cup” to come forward.   

2. If you wish to receive the common cup, you may come forward 
to the chancel rail through any aisle at that time, but please exit 
using the center aisle following the final blessing by the Pastor. 

3. Those wishing to partake of the wine using individual cups are 
then welcomed up the side aisles in groups by the ushers.  
Following the final blessing, depart down the center aisle placing 
your cup on one of the receiving trays on the ends of the front 
rows of chairs.  

4.  Pastor and the Elder on Duty will then go to persons with special 
needs, such as those in wheelchairs or who have difficulty 
walking, and commune them. 

   

    Holy Communion is a special time for us. It is a time for reflection, 
prayer, thanksgiving, and for receiving God’s forgiveness as brothers and 
sisters united by a common faith in Jesus Christ. Thank you for 
respecting our communion practice. 
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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School………………………………….9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..…….303-683-1300 

Kristen Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….....303-683-1311 

Fax………………………………………………………………………. 303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

Prayer for the Third Sunday in Lent 
 

    Dear Savior Jesus, during this Lenten season give to us a fuller 

appreciation of what You went through during the last days of 

Your life. It was our sins and wickedness that made it necessary 

for You to go to the cross. Yet, Lent reminds us that there is 

hope for all who trust in You. We are genuinely sorry for our 

transgressions.  You willingly took upon Yourself our iniquities. 

You have carried our sorrows. Your sacrifice has wiped away all 

sin. Thank You, dearest Redeemer, for suffering in our place. 

Hear us, Lord, in Your mercy. Amen. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me  
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean.  We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  

Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 

Service of the Word 
 

Introit Ps. 84:1–4; antiphon: Ps. 84:5 
 

 
 

Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 

in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 
 

How lovely is your | dwelling place,* 

O | LORD of hosts! 
 

My soul longs, yes, faints for the courts | of the LORD;* 

my heart and flesh sing for joy to the | living God. 
 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for 

herself, where she may | lay her young,* 

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King | and my God. 
 

Blessèd are those who dwell | in your house,* 

ever sing- | ing your praise! 
 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
 

Blessèd are those whose strength is | in you,* 

in whose heart are the highways to | Zion. 

 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 

Lord. 

 



P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

Hymn of Praise 
 

During Lent the Hymn of Praise is omitted. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day  
 

 

  
 

P Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all 

who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with 

penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

 
Sit 



Old Testament Reading: Exodus 17:1–7 
  

  All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the 

wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the 

LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 

people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, 

“Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted 

there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, 

“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 

our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do 

with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the LORD 

said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of 

the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you 

struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the 

rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out 

of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the 

elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and 

Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and 

because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or 

not?” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Heb. 12:2 

 
[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,* 

the founder and perfecter | of our faith, 

who for the joy that was set before him  

endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,* 

and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God. 

 

Epistle: Romans 5:1–8 
  

  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also 

obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our 



sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 

hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

  For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.  
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Holy Gospel: John 4:5–26 
  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 
  

 
  

  [Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that 

Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, 

wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside the well. It was 

about the sixth hour. 

  There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, 

“Give me a drink.” (For his disciples had gone away into the city to 

buy food.) The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a 

Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no 

dealings with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 

God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 

have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The 

woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and 

the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater 

than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, 

as did his sons and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who 

drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the 

water that I will give him will never be thirsty forever. The water that I 

will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to 



eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I 

will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 

  Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The 

woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You 

are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five 

husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you 

have said is true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are 

a prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that 

in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship.” Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this 

mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship 

what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is 

from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 

seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who 

worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to 

him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When 

he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, “I who speak to 

you am he.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Sit 

 

823 May God Bestow on Us His Grace  

 

Sermon 

       “Justified by Faith“ 

       Text:  See the Epistle Reading 
 

Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 
  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 



 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from  

          heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the  

          Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the  

          living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped  

          and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

     After each portion of the prayer: 
 

 

P Lord, in Your mercy, 
 

C hear our prayer. 
 

Sit 

 



Offering 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 

Stand 
 

Offertory Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

T T T 
Please read our Statement on Holy Communion on the 

inside cover of the bulletin before communing with us.  
 

 T T T 
 

Preface 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136] 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

Proper Preface 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and 

in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame 

the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a ransom for many 

that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth.  Therefore with 

angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven  we 

laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten 

Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.  With 

repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 

all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word 

and Spirit.  Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood 

as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together, we 

pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful 

the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no 

end.  Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  To 

You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the 

Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

               trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord                                Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24;  

                                                                                            Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to 

the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is 

given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 



 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed 

for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini John 20:19 
 

 

 
 

Agnus Dei John 1:29 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

 

 
Distribution 

 

    574 Before the Throne of God Above  
 

    609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive  
 

Stand 



 

 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle 
 

   Nunc Dimittis Luke 2:29–32 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
  

A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us 

through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy 

You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 

and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

 



Benediction Numbers 6:24–26 
 

 
 
 

429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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     To the Israelites in the desert, God gave refreshment through 
the water which flowed from the rock “which was Christ” (1 
Corinthians 10:4). Today God forgives, refreshes, and 
strengthens us in Holy Communion as we eat the bread and 
drink the wine. Both the bread and the wine “are Christ.” 
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