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Prayer for the Sixth Wednesday in Lent

Lord Jesus Christ, bring us closer to Your cross as we approach
the end of this Lenten season so that we might know how much
You loved us and gave Yourself for us. Enlighten us so that we may
see by faith that You, the Holy One, were judged a criminal by
unholy men for us: You suffered the whiplashes of angry men as
our sinless Savior, You stumbled under the cross as our Suffering
Servant, and You died as the Lamb of God in our stead and for our
sake. Help us to hear in Your prayer on the cross the single purpose
for which You endured pain, suffering, and death; “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” Amen.




Hymn
418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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Invocation

P} In the name of the Father and of the *x Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Opening Versicles

Lent Psalm 118:24; Psalm 113:3; Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

From the rising of the sun to its setting,

the name of the Lord is to be praised.

RERE

Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents
of evil.
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Jesus said: If any man would come after Me,

let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me.
Christ was wounded for our transgressions.

He was bruised for our iniquities.

RERE

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle Isaiah 12:2b—6

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has
become my salvation.

With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation.

And you will say in that day:

"Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name,

make known His deeds among the people,

proclaim that His name is exalted.”

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has
become my salvation.

Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously;

let this be made known in all the earth.

Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great in
your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has
become my salvation.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

The Lord God is my strength and my song, and He has
become my salvation.



Readings From Holy Scripture

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was
full of bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there
were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were
very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy
over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LorD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the
LORD."

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them.
But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says
the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on
these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, an exceedingly great army.

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is
lost; we are clean cut off." Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord Gob: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from
your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.



Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it,
declares the LORD.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle: Hebrews 2:10-18

For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in
bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their
salvation perfect through suffering. For he who sanctifies and those
who are sanctified all have one origin. That is why he is not ashamed
to call them brothers, saying,

"I will tell of your name to my brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.”

And again,
"Twill put my trust in him."
And again,
“Behold, I and the children God has given me.”

Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he might
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
slavery. For surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the
offspring of Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brothers
in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able
to help those who are being tempted.

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel: John 9:1-7

(P} The Holy Gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.



Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off,
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now [ know that whatever you ask
from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” ...

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha,
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will
be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said,
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around,
that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man
who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips,
and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory

Lent 1 John 2:1; [Mark 10:33]; Psalm 32:1

(P} We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins
of the people.



(P] Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is
covered.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins
of the people.

(P} We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.

He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins

of the people.
%
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Catechism

Ten Commandments

You shall have no other gods.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

Honor your father and your mother.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant
or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs
to your neighbor.

Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,



was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life " everlasting. Amen.

i

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Lord's Prayer

Sermon
“The Founder of our Salvation”
Text: See the Epistle Reading



440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now
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1Je - sus, I will pon-der now On Your ho - ly pas- sion;

2 Make me see Your great dis-tress, An - guish, and af - flic - tion,
3 Yet, O Lord, not thus a-lone Make me see Your pas - sion,
4 Grant that I Your pas-sionview With re - pen-tant griev-ing.
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With Your Spir - it me en - dow For such med - i - ta - tion.
Bonds and stripes and wretch-ed - ness And Your cru - ci- fix - ion;
But its cause to me make known And its ter - mi- na - tion.
Let me not bring shame to You By un - ho - ly liv - ing.
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Grant that I in love and faith May the im-age cher - ish
Make me see how scourge and rod, Spear and nails did wound You,
Ah! I al-so and my sin Wrought Your deep af - flic - tion;
How could I re - fuse to shun Ev - ’ry sin-ful plea- sure
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Of Your suf-f’ring, pain, and death That I may not per - ish.
How for them You died, O God, Who with thorns had crowned You.
This in-deed the cause has been Of Your cru - ci - fix - ion.
Since for me God’s on - ly Son Suf-fered with - out mea - sure?

5. If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;
Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won
By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,
God must have compassion!

6. Graciously my faith renew;

Help me bear my crosses,

Learning humbleness from You,
Peace mid pain and losses.

May | give You love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,

That I may in heav’n above
Sing Your praise forever.

Public domain



Prayer
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and
with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the
world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of
all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the
common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let
us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or
dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the
widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For . .. [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Collects
P} Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your

people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in
body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who



lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

(P] Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written
for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark,
learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort
of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives on reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing
Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

(P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the I+ Son, and the
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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