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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the Fifth Sunday in Lent

Lord Jesus Christ, bring us closer to Your cross as we approach
the end of this Lenten season so that we might know how much
You loved us and gave Yourself for us. Enlighten us so that we may
see by faith that You, the Holy One, were judged a criminal by
unholy men for us: You suffered the whiplashes of angry men as
our sinless Savior, You stumbled under the cross as our Suffering
Servant, and You died as the Lamb of God in our stead and for our
sake. Help us to hear in Your prayer on the cross the single purpose
for which You endured pain, suffering, and death; “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what they do.” Amen.




Confession and Absolution
750 If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee
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Him through all thy ways, He’ll give thee strength, what-e’er be -
ceas - ing moans and sighs?  What can it  help if thou be -
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tide thee, And bear thee through the e - vil days. Who trusts in
wail thee O’er each dark mo - ment as it flies? Our cross and
plea-sure And His dis - cern - ing love hath sent, Nor doubt our
sad-ness And from all guile has found thee free, He comes to
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God’s un - chang-ing love Builds on the rock that naught can move.
tri - als do but press The heav-ier for our bit - ter-ness.
in - most wants are known To  Him who chose us for His own.
thee all un - a- ware And makes thee own His lov - ing care.

5. Nor think amid the fiery trial
That God hath cast thee off unheard,
That he whose hopes meet no denial
Must surely be of God preferred.
Time passes and much change doth bring
And sets a bound to ev’rything.

6. All are alike before the Highest;
"Tis easy for our God, we know,
To raise thee up, though low thou liest,
To make the rich man poor and low.
True wonders still by Him are wrought
Who setteth up and brings to naught.



7.

Stand

Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
Perform thy duties faithfully,

And trust His Word; though undeserving,
Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.

God never yet forsook in need

The soul that trusted Him indeed.
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in
prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in
the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace
for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a
sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Service of the Word

Kyrie Mark 10:47

Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.

(P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Amen.
Sit

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the
Spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was
full of bones. And he led me around among them, and behold, there
were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were
very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I
answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy
over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LoRrD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you,
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and
put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the
LorD."

So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there
was a sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them.
But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to



the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says
the Lord Gob: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on
these slain, that they may live.” So I prophesied as he commanded
me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their
feet, an exceedingly great army.

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is
lost; we are clean cut off." Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus
says the Lord GoD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from
your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel.
And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and
raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will put my Spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.
Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it,
declares the LORD."

(P] This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle: Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and death. For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, in
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but
to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For the mind that is set
on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law;
indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of
Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, although the
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead



dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give
life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel: John 11:17-27, 38-44

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in
the tomb four days. Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off,
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
concerning their brother. So when Martha heard that Jesus was
coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask
from God, God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live,
and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” ...

Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone lay against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha,
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will
be an odor, for he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I
not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So
they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said,
“Father, I thank you that you have heard me. I knew that you always
hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around,
that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said these
things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” The man
who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips,



and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him,
and let him go.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life I« everlasting. Amen.

Sit



419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee
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turn a fa - v'ring eye; Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
to our hum - ble sigh; Hear our pen -1 - ten-tial cry!
from Thy throne on high, Hear our pen -i - ten-tial cry!
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Sermon

“Lively Bones”
Text: See the Old Testament Reading

Stand

Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayer:

®  Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Sit



Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1

(P} Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and -1+ give you peace.
Amen.

778 Grant Peace, We Pray, in Mercy, Lord
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Grant peace, we pray, in mer-cy, Lord; Peace in our time, O send us!
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For there is none on earth but  You, None oth-er to de-fend us.
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You on - ly, Lord, can fight for us. A - men.

© Lutheran World Federation. Used by permission.
Public domain



Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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