
 
 
 

 

 

 

HOLY CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

The Fourth Wednesday in Lent 

Litany and Vespers 
 

March 18, 2020 
 

 

 

Redemption 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

March 18, 2020                                                                   7 PM 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

(Please add your name to the red fellowship 

book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.) 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
(Missouri Synod) 

9770 Foothills Canyon Blvd. 

Highlands Ranch, CO  80129 
 

Sunday Worship Services…………………...…8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Classes and Sunday School…………………………………..9:25 a.m. 

Rev. Bruce Skelton, Pastor, Office…………………..……..303-683-1300 

Kri8sten Foss, Director, Early Learning Center………….303-683-1311 

Fax…………………………………………………………………………303-470-0165 
 

Reaching lost souls with the Gospel: 

Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry! 

The Fourth Wednesday in Lent 
 

 

Prayer for the Fourth Wednesday in Lent 

 

    O Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, as we 

continue our Lenten journey to the cross, use Your holy Law to 

make us conscious of our sin so that we bow in repentance 

before You. We know well what everlasting punishment our 

rebellion against Your will has earned. Yet You, O Jesus, are the 

friend of sinners. You came into the world that the Father might 

lay upon You the iniquity of us all. Because of Your faithful and 

steadfast love we find mercy and healing for our sin-sick souls. 

Hear us, holy Jesus. Amen. 

 

 

 



Stand 
 

The Litany 
 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
   

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil    

   death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from  

   sedition and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water;  

   and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and  

   bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious  

   death and burial; 

By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming  

   of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the  

        hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 



 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all       

          pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true knowledge     

             and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain  

             them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into  

    the way of truth all who have erred and are deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into  

    Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with Your grace  

    and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and  

         to comfort and help the weakhearted and the distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land  

          from discord and strife; to give our country Your protection in  

             every time of need; 

To direct and defend our president and all in authority; to bless  

     and protect our magistrates and all our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and  

    tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant  

    children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to defend all  

    orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to  

    free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn  

          their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the kindly fruits  

           of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
   

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 



L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
   

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

Versicles  
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Psalmody 
 

Psalm 95:1-9  

 
 

Oh come, let us sing | to the LORD;* 

    let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation! 
 

Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;* 

    let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise! 
 

For the LORD is a | great God,* 

    and a great King a- | bove all gods. 
 

In his hand are the depths | of the earth;* 

    the heights of the mountains are his | also. 
 

The sea is his, for he | made it,* 

    and his hands formed the | dry land. 
 

Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;* 

    let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker! 
 

For he | is our God,* 

    and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep | of his hand. 
 

Today, if you | hear his voice,* 

    do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah, 

    as on the day at Massah in the | wilderness, 
 

when your fathers put me | to the test* 

    and put me to the proof, though they had | seen my work. 

 

Sit 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

Scripture Readings 
 

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7  
                                     

  All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the 

wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the commandment of the 

LORD, and camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 

people to drink. Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, 

“Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the people thirsted 

there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, 

“Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and 

our livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried to the LORD, “What shall I do 

with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” And the LORD 

said to Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of 

the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with which you 

struck the Nile, and go. Behold, I will stand before you there on the 

rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall come out 

of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the 

elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and 

Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, and 

because they tested the LORD by saying, “Is the LORD among us or 

not?” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me 

 

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-8 
 

  Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace 

with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also 

obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we 

rejoice in hope of the glory of God. More than that, we rejoice in our 

sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 

endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 



hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

  For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God 

shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 

us.  

   

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

 

Third Reading:  John 8:12-19  
 

    Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 

Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 

of life.” So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about 

yourself; your testimony is not true.” Jesus answered, “Even if I do 

bear witness about myself, my testimony is true, for I know where I 

came from and where I am going, but you do not know where I come 

from or where I am going. You judge according to the flesh; I judge 

no one. Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is not I alone 

who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. In your Law it is written 

that the testimony of two men is true. I am the one who bears witness 

about myself, and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 

They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus answered, 

“You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would 

know my Father also.”  
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 
 

   Lent Psalm 51:14; Psalm 59:1; Psalm 141:8 

 



 
 

411  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
 

Sermon 

   “Your Redemption:  Its Sufficiency”  

   Text: See the Third Reading 
 

Stand 
 

Canticle 
 

Antiphon  Psalm 141:2 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Magnificat Luke 1:46–55 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Offering – There is an offering plate on a stand in the back of the     

          sanctuary to collect offerings following the service. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Prayer 
 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
 

 
 

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9–13 
 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who  

          trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

Salutation 2 Timothy 4:22 
 

 

 
 

Collect of the Day  
 

P O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all 

who have gone astray from Your ways and bring them again with 

penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the 

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 

all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the 

world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 

commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear 

of our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benedicamus Psalm 103:1 
 

 

 
 

Benediction 2 Corinthians 13:14 
 

 
 

917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise 

 

 
 

 
 

Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

(To God alone be the glory.) 
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