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Reaching lost souls with the Gospel:
Nourishing and equipping the saints for life and ministry!

Prayer for the Fourth Sunday in Advent

Almighty God and Father, thank You for reminding us of how
much You care for Your people. The Christmas message says that
although we can never become like You, You have become one
of us: in love, Jesus took our place and carried our sorrows and
sins. May we, through the work of the Holy Spirit, learn to see
Your grace wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.
Grant that our eyes of faith see Emmanuel who was born to lift
up those burdened with sorrows, carry those crushed by sin, and
befriend those who are deserted and alone. Let us ever
remember that Jesus is the Savior of sinners; He comforts all
those who trust in Him. We pray this in His precious name. Amen.




Confession and Absolution
350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P} In the name of the Father and of the *I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

(P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve
Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and
for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained
servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

512 At the Name of Jesus
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1 At the name of Je - sus Ev - ’ry knee shall bow,
5 In your hearts en - throne Him; There let Him sub - due

Ev ry tongue con - fess Him King of glo - ry now.
All that is not ho - ly, All that is not true:
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*Tis the Fa- ther’s plea - sure We should call Him Lord,
Crown Him as your cap - tain In temp - ta-tion’s hour;
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Who from the be-gin-ning Was the might - y Word.
Let His will en-fold you In its  light and pow'r.

6. Christians, this Lord Jesus

Shall return again

In His Father’s glory,

With His angel train;

For all wreaths of empire

Meet upon His brow,

And our hearts confess Him

King of glory now.

7. Glory then to Jesus,

Who, the Prince of light,

To a world in darkness

Brought the gift of sight;

Praise to God the Father;

In the Spirit's love

Praise we all together

Him who reigns above.
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(&) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Mark 10:47
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.

0
7.

h J— | A\ I
') ~—
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Salutation and Collect of the Day
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@] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

(P} Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your
grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 7:10-17

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let
it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask,
and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And he said, “"Hear then, O
house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary
my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold,
the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the boy knows how
to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land whose two kings you
dread will be deserted. The LORD will bring upon you and upon your
people and upon your father's house such days as have not come
since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of
Assyria.”



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Zech. 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt.

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

Behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation.

Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
From the house of the Lord we bless you.

Epistle: Romans 1:1-7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for
the gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his Son, who was
descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be
the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of
faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, including you
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu -ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.



Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25

Sit

(P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
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Glo - ry to Youu O Lord.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame,
resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things,
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from
their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her
not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.

398 Hail to the Lord's Anointed

Sermon

“The Gift”
Text: See the Epistle Reading

Stand




Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I« everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
After each portion of the prayer:

(P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sit

Offering (Please add your name to the red fellowship
book and pass it to your fellow worshipers.)

Stand




Offertory Psalm 116:12-13, 17-19

What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
l_p—'—l—ﬂ_l—'—%—l—l—ﬁ_l—'—'i
i Iby\ i i i T i ] r—l ! j 1 i i
> I — W
o o &

va - tion and will call onthename of the Lord. I will pay my

vows to the Lord nowin the pres-enceof all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Lord’s Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.




Closing Collect

P} Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a
word of power and peace to convert those not yet Your own and
to confirm those who have come to saving faith. May Your Word
pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the lip, and from
the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may
achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
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(P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "+ give you peace.
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A -  men

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love

Soli Deo Gloria!
(To God alone be the glory.)
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